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[LLORAS COLLEGE

History of Loras Basketball

1909-1914 St. Joseph College

1915-1919 Dubuque College

1920-1939 Columbia College
1940-2008 Loras College

The Early Years

The first college basketball game was played ondignl2, 1909, against the Wizards. | assumethinat
was a semipro team from the city of Dubuque. Duthis first season, games were also played against
teams from Epworth and Cedar Rapid$e College Spokesman of 1909 described this first game as
follows: “Game was played on the College floortbe evening of January 12, 1909, before the teasn wa
thoroughly organized. The score shows our supsriover the visitors, but their speed and skill
succeeded in keeping the score in dangerous tgrrithe final score was St. Joseph’s 38, Wiza@i$ 1

First Game Players

St. Joseph College Wizards
Murray Wareham
Darcey Huckels
Schneider Thimmesch
Kerwisk, captain Glodin
Clark Lies

David Rath coached St. Joseph’s from 1909 to 19¥d.need to note that until the mid-twenties
basketball did not begin until January, and thetdrome court” was used to describe the site ade¢he
early games. | was unable to locate any picturéisi®area, but assume that it was located neaedist
end of what is now Hoffmann Hall, and for years BasJoseph’s Hall, Columbia, and Loras Academy.

Father Andy Creighton, class of 1925 and Collegelfg member from 1929-80, wrote a brief history of
St. Joseph’s and Dubuque College in 1923 in wh&hdted that in 1907 the dining hall at St. Joseph’
was abandoned in favor of a commodious gymnasiutimeimew dormitory. | think one can assume that
the teams of 1909-13 played in this area awaitiegcbnstruction of Bahl Hall in 1914. This buildin
was to be known as the St. Joseph’s, Dubuque, Godyrand Loras Academy Gym, and, following the
opening of Wahlert High School, was generally neféito as the lower campus gym.

Following the end of the 1909 season, | found tllewing quote from th&pokesman of special interest:
“Basketball at St. Joseph’s is in its infancyit lbe true that the child is father of the man, hinsky
infant among us bids fair, in a few years, to prdaagerous to the champions of the middle west.”

Games of special note in the early years weretaryiover lowa State Teachers by a score of 2Gtm 1
1911 and on January 20, 1912, a win over St. Anehr@4 to 18. The game was so described “The first
game between these two historic rivals, in a wiglipd game, St. Joseph’s easily defeated St. Arabros



on the home court.” In 1912 the Hawkeye Collegaf€ence was founded. Included were lowa State
Teachers College, Ellsworth, Upper lowa, CentratsBns, William Penn, lowa Wesleyan, St. Ambrose,
Buena Vista, and St. Joseph.

An historic event occurred on Monday, June 8, 1a14he dedication of Loras Hall (how Keane) at the
corner of Loras Boulevard and Alta Vista Street wheavas announced: “In connection with the
following, it will be interesting for our friendsd the general public to know that henceforth our
institution will be known as Dubuque College. Tdulegiate building will be known as Loras Hall and
the high school as St. Joseph’s.” The first bdmietoach at Dubuque College was Gus Dorais (Loras
Hall of Fame, 1983), and he began the season aNtwe Gymnasium,” called Bahl Hall, for two years.
This historic facility (located at Henion Streetldroras Boulevard) was taken down in 1981.

Platteville Normal, 19; St. Joseph College, 37
Dubuque, January 10, 1915

“The first intercollegiate basketball game playedahl Hall was staged with Platteville Normal. fhe
rooters the gym proved a great improvement oveolth@ne, while, owing to the comparative largeness
of the floor, the work lacked some of the snap thas to be shown on the smaller court. The game, as
shown by the score, went to St. Joseph Collegelasga margin, but it looked like anyone’s gameilunt
the last few minutes of play. During the firstfhabth teams showed excellent form, and at no tide
either of the contestants seem to have the bdtte@ther. First one, then the other would scanel
when the whistle blew at the end of the first h#il& score showed St. Joseph College to be iredtkbly

a margin of only one point, the score standingol#3

“The beginning of the second half continued aldmgysame lines, thus keeping the rooters in high
tension. After the half had progressed for some tiSt. Joseph College took a spurt and showed
superiority over the Wisconsin quintet. From tlenthe St. Joseph College squad held the Normal
scoreless and dazzled them by their effective waitke work of Connell at forward and of Heuser at
guard featured for St. Joseph College. Cretzmey#ough not figuring in the scoring, played a doo
game at guard. Sutherland proved the most valumatefor Platteville.”

Dubuque College was to win its first Hawkeye champhip on February 18, 1915, under Coach Dorais.
The Spokesman in 1915 described the season of 1915, and thecbrderence championship as follows:
“Our basketball season of 1915 was the most sultt@sshe history of the College. It brought Dwjue
the championship of the Hawkeye Conference. Frafitst game played against Platteville Normal, to
the last, in which we won over Beloit, our quintebwed a gradual improvement that satisfied even th
most exacting fan. They won every conference game took three of the five games played outside th
conference. We doff hats to our champions andoic@ Dorais, who goaded them on to victory. Their
record, we hope, will be remembered by their stsmssn the years to come.The College Sookesman,
1915)

Dubuque, 17;1.S.T.C., 15
February 18, 1915

“This game was to decide the Hawkeye championgtipoair team was right there. But the other team
was right there too, and the right-thereness ofapmosing teams, each ready to do or die, resintad
spectacular fight. The game was not pretty to iplut it was rather a thrill-producer—somethiikg
the waters that roll down at Lodore. There wadlimg and fumbling and dashing and crashing and
splashing; almost anything but basket-shooting. aRwhile it seemed as if the players didn’t knotedv
the baskets were for. The band played, the dgwayed, and finally the battle ended 17-15 in fasfor
Dubuque. This result was gratifying because inedeus with the Teachers, who at the grand opeafing



our gymnasium last year carried off the honors;dsecially because it clinched the conference
championship for the Purple and Gold.”

In 1917 Gus Dorais’ squad had a record of 7-6 whicluded a 15-6 victory over St. Ambrose described
as follows: “The court looked something like adipon score, so we consulted Captain Walter “Abe”
Martin who said the resemblance was caused bythadtish mode of play. Both sides excelled in
everything except basketball. Close guarding, santbssing, and aggressive tactics featured thegam
Our tossers were so satisfied with the victory thabnce not the ghost of an alibi has been
forthcoming.” {The College Spokesman, 1915)

Dubuque lost the conference title in 1917, losm&tate Teachers, 15-13. This defeat was help¢ldeby
fact that Dalton, the star guard proved himselfaggressive and left the game as was quoted “at the
pressing invitation of the official.” The 1918 sea marked the final year for Dorais, who enlistethe
army that year. His victories included wins oveeigGhton, St. Louis University, and State Teachers,
along with losses to Creighton and Nebraska.

The period during World War | was filled with digfilties for college athletics. In 1919 Dubuque
College announced that it would have a basketbathf and this came as a surprise to many of the
followers of sports at the local institution. Th820 team had victories over Loyola Chicago anddbdé&P
but lost to Notre Dame and Marquette. The tramsiin coaches from Dorais to Cretzmeyer was greatly
assisted by Walter “Abe” Martin who came to Loresni Mason City and took complete charge of the
team in certain periods in 1918, '19, and '20. di® coached football for one game in the 1918useas
and for five games in 1919he College Spokesman paid the following tribute to Martin: “He had bea
member of the football, baseball, and basketbalhtefor five years and had established a record of
participating in more contests than any other &hiého ever donned the Purple and Gold. He hasder
as a colonel of the Dubuque College regiment tisé year, and his admirers are confident that hie wil
more than make good in things military.

“Martin entered college in 1911 and made a despeiddrt to qualify for the varsity in every branch
athletics his first year. He succeeded in landimpsition on his class basketball team that seaswh
this was the beginning of an athletic career thabhsidered by many to be the most remarkableein t
annals of the College.

“In 1913 Martin first acquired fame as a footbdHyer. He made such a capable pilot that fall kieat
filled the same position the following season.1815 he was shifted to halfback by Coach Doraid,ian
was in this capacity that he accomplished his gstajrid feats. In 1916 he was a prominent merober
the greatest backfield ever seen in this sectidhetountry—such stars as Dalton, Cronin, McGaire
McDonald were his mates. Last fall he was inel@giior conference games, but he was a big facttirdén
splendid showing made by his team in the Creighttorningside and St. Viator combats.

“As a basketball forward he has never been exceli¢de local institution. He was placed on the al
Hawkeye conference team three different seasonmang critics pronounced him worthy of an all-state
position. In 1918 after Coach Dorais had enlistgdhational service, Martin took complete char§éhe
team.

“He has played nearly every position on the basédai but catcher. He surprised his most ardent
supporters three years ago by qualifying as atyansrler, and his slants have been big factothen
whirlwind baseball aggregations turned out by Cdacdtzmeyer the past few years.

“The College has developed some classy athletd#®ipast, but the record of “Abe” Martin standhat
pinnacle of those bearing the label, ‘Made in Dulug He has won his place through hard work,



sacrifice and determination. He is one of the mel&ible and conscientious workers that ever voee
Purple and Gold, and he has won the admiratiotudiesits and faculty alike by his exceptional quesdit
that stand for character and manhood.”

When Loras alums speak of great Dubuque/Columbiad_three-sport athletes, the name of the Most
Reverend John Paul (1939), Jack Rohan (1951) arysh&Wanipschield (1948) are the main topics of
conversation. | would suggest we begin to inclidrename of Walter “Abe” Martin of Dubuque
College.

In April of 1920 the following announcement was madgarding Dubuque College: “Our name will
henceforth be Columbia. The change of name comagsesult of a compromise between this college
and the local Presbyterian college and seminarichwdiso claimed the name Dubuque college. Both
schools agreed to a settlement by which each wdrnald the name in contention and take a new one. Th
name Columbia has the almost unanimous approvhkddlumni and supporters of this institution. Our
college is big and it is destined to a great futu@®lumbia is a fitting name for such a collegés ia big
name with big significance. It connotes the idedilshurch and country, no less than the ideatsuof
college, which has as its mott&ro Deo et Patria—for God and Country.”

During the 1919-20 season, Coach Martin selectezhBio and Long, both lettermen, as the nucleus
around which to build his team. Both were fast eleder, having played together the past threesyear
When | was attending Loras, my dad would talk abgteat Dubuque athlete named Father Dorrance
Noonan. | am ashamed to admit it took me overd#yyto research this topic. In one game, it was
reported that Noonan’s shooting was not up to simlstandard. | am certain that this was biased
reporting. Another report on a Dubuque victoryesdahat Noonan had been nothing short of
phenomenal.

John Cretzmeyer coached the 1920-21 Hawkeye chasipmteam, which included Noonan, Blake,
Fischer, Long and Callahan. His teams of 19211&&® had victories over DePaul and Loyola of
Chicago.

Dr. Eddie Anderson took over Columbia basketball923 and 1924, and football in 1922, 1923 and
1924. The 1922 football team was 7 and 0, onevofGolumbia/Loras teams to have an undefeated
season.

It was in this period that all future athletic teaat Columbia/Loras would come to be known as the
“Duhawks.” This came about following a footballnga against the University of Detroit, when the
Detroit Free Press referred to Columbia as the Duhawks. It is b&gkthis came about because prior to
the Detroit game, Columbia had upset the Coe CollegHawks, one of the power teams in the Midwest.

I noted that prior to this event, in the 193#kesman, Father Bill Green, Loras history department 1930-
52, wrote in support of a nickname for Columbidetth teams. “Columbia may profit by the suggestio
of Coe College, which a year ago offered prizesafeuitable nickname for their teams. After much
publicity, the name ‘Kohawk’ was adopted on thegasgion of the faculty. This plan gained columhs o
publicity for Coe in newspapers throughout the Medd/est.

“A nickname among colleges is not—cannot be—a t@fropprobrium. Associations will soon add a
glamour to the most unattractive title. The narpiker is one of the most uncomplimentary that could
be bestowed on anyone today. Yet this name, ‘Pi#tespite the unpleasant meaning which slang has
attached to it, continues to be the semi-offiaairt for the Washington University football teamuit®
recently a movement was made to substitute a nomplimentary name for this team, but the students
voted to retain the old title of ‘Piker.’



“Columbia should have a nickname—a title which like old praenomen or cognomen or whatever it
was that was bestowed upon distinguished Romavil+r time become identified with this College”

I checked with sports information at Washingtonuénsity regarding the name “Piker” and was
informed that their teams were known as “Pikergirtyithe period of 1905-07 but became the “Beans” i
1907.

Anderson would also coach the first game in thohisLoras College Fieldhouse on Alta Vista Street
This building was modeled after a structure at Llaydniversity in Chicago and hosted its first game,
against Valparaiso, on February 21, 1925. The &bwopening was held March 6, with a game against
Notre Dame. | am quite sure that no one in atteoelat the game on February 21 realized this woeld
the home of Duhawk basketball for 82 seasons plusgames.

The Lorian in 1925 described this game as follows: “The mbbpectators expected to see a fast game,
and they were not disappointed. From the inibaktup to the final gun, the two well-trained teams
dashed up and down the great open spaces of theatl@a speed that would have soon exhausted nten no
in perfect condition. Sensational dribbling, passeng and short, and flashy floor work that was
impossible within the narrow confines of the Hen&ineet gymnasium were displayed by both teams.

“The students of 1925 were positive regarding e gym. Joseph Walsh writes as follows, ‘I believe
the new gymnasium will mark the beginning of a re¥avin Columbia’s winter sports. The new floor,
which is one of the biggest and best in the confeshould give Columbia teams the opportunity for
real practice, so long desired. Columbia followsged have no fear for the future. It is assurddck
McKone says, ‘I think the new gymnasium will praeebe of great benefit to Columbia College, and
especially to the students at Loras Hall (Keane) whl now have close at hand a clean, healthyeptzic
recreation.”

The first Duhawk basket in the Field House wasextdry Bernie White, 1926 graduate. Father White
was elected to the Loras College Athletic Hall ahte in 1992. He was an outstanding athlete lateri
in basketball, football, baseball and track dutigyears at Columbia.

Elmer Layden took over the Loras basketball andb@ibteams in 1925-26 and 1926-27. He had
victories over Valparaiso and DePaul during hiseas coach. | noted that the captain of his '26
football team was Gailen Thomas, who would laterctoat Columbia/Loras Academy and Wahlert High
School.

John Armstrong coached the Duhawks from 1927 thrdig82. His best team was in 1928-29 when
they compiled a record of 11-3. | took speciaknafta game played on January 13, 1928, when
Valparaiso defeated Columbidhe Lorian gave the following evaluation: “In the greateasketball
game ever played on the hardwood court of the ngw the Columbia Duhawks were defeated by
Valparaiso University in an overtime period by #uere of 26-23. From the opening whistle until
‘Eddie’ Brennan sank a beautiful goal as the guthdah the game was like a continuous flash of
lightning replete with thrills and sensational goal

Father Dan Coyne, a Loras legend, was a membeed@olumbia/Loras faculty from 1925 until 1954.

A member of the Loras Athletic Hall of Fame, hisuee involved teaching Latin, member of the phyisica
education department, athletic director and basietbach from 1933-39. Father Coyne was direator
the Archdiocesan Basketball Tournament held intthras Fieldhouse from 1925 until 1957. Upon his
death on April 20, 1959, thé&ftness paid him the following tribute: “His only priegthssignment was
Loras College. It would be hard to find a Loraegrrbetter known throughout the Midwest than Fathe



Dan Coyne. He was a great ambassador of good Foli.nearly three decades, he traveled the length
and breadth of the archdiocese, recruiting studamdsselling Loras College. He was ‘Mr. Loras
College’ himself.”

| did not know Father Coyne, but | heard many ssregarding him, from C. T. “Mike” O’Dowd, my
brother Frank, Father Clarence Friedman, Msgr.dtsdfriedl, Msgr. Tim Gannon and others. In his
first game as coach, the team of Bill Boland, MickécDonald, Bill Leary, Greg Keegan, Mel Nicks,
Bob Kieler and Russ Freeman lost to lowa State ferac32-19 after falling behind 20-3 at the h&he
needs to realize that some games during that tiere played under difficult circumstances. As an
example, in a 40 to 21 loss to Parsons, it wasrtep@s follows: “The Duhawks’ forwards found drea
difficulty playing on the small armory floor at Fééld as their shots were often stopped in midbgithe
low hanging beams.”

The 1934-35 team marked the first time that all bgames would be broadcast, as they were carried by
WKBB, East Dubuque, lllinoisThe Lorian reported on January 18, 1935: Columbia’s fighiugawk
quint lost a rough game to the Ambrose Saints 2Bef@re 2500 frenzied spectators, the largest ctowd
pack the local gym in several years.” | was talignhe reported numbers in the Fieldhouse, theetdrg
report was a crowd of 3,000 for an Ambrose gantOi7. | attended many games in the Fieldhouse and
cannot accept the fact that you could crowd thatynggeople into this facility; perhaps certain games
were shown on a screen in the bowling alley. Rlexsuse a touch of “Irish” humor. The 1934-35tea
finished 13-3, good for second place in the lowaf€mence and James McDonald was first team All-
Conference and Ray Broderick second team honors.

The 1935-36 record of 12 and 8 represented an erpaschedule to 20 games which remained the norm
until 1943 when twenty-plus games because a usumabear. The captain of this team was Mel Nicks
who went on to become a long-time member of thé&\8tbert’'s coaching and teaching staff. He was
also a close friend of C. T. O'Dowd, Loras legenydausiness manager, and, | might add, one of the
finest Christians to ever enter Keane Hall.

One of the first mentions of John “Doc” Kammer agan a 1935 publication as follows: “Anyone
wishing to learn the finer points of handball, 48ec’ Kammer. He professes to be a master of Hraey
and is very generous with his instructions.”

On December 4, 1936, Columbia defeated UW-Plal&e8R2-20. It needs to be noted that this was the
first game played by Columbia during which a cepterp was not held after each score. Dr. James A.
Naismith, the founder of basketball, was not pldasi¢h the rule change as reported from the Baslletb
Hall of Fame. “While Naismith and fundamentallyusd play are synonymous, he did have at least one
position that would be considered radical and magiprise some of the current purists. Today'gegia
would be shocked to know that for the first 45 geafrthe game, play was stopped after every basicet
there was a jump ball at center court. That ruds eliminated in 1936 to speed up the game andaser
scoring.

“Personally, | feel that the center jump is to ketball what the kickoff is to football,” Naismithrote,
‘to award the ball to a team after a goal is scéa&ds away much of the thrill that is presentrin a
opening play.” Naismith, the ultimate purist wa pleased.”

The 1938-39 season marked the final year as camdfather Dan Coyne, as they finished the season 14
6. The highlight of this season was a trip toNi#dA tourney in Kansas City, the first of six to beade

by Loras teams. Eighty-five hundred fans crowded the Kansas City auditorium to see last year’'s
champion, Warrensburg State of Missouri, defeabthleawks 20-16. | suspect it was not any



consolation to Loras that they held an 11-10 l¢dthH-time. The leading scorer for Loras was John
Paul.

Johnny Paul, from La Crosse, Wisconsin, went astidy for the priesthood. He spent his final years
the Most Reverend John Paul, bishop of the diockka Crosse. He was a member of the Hall of Fame
class in 1983. Bishop Paul was outstanding in dthsld, football and baseball; and | noted he wsas a
pictured with the 1939 track squad. He would havee counted as one of the top four or five gsate
athletes ever to attend this institution.

In the fall of 1939, the Loras administration gaeene consideration to changing the Loras name
“Duhawks” to the “Lions.” The reaction to this prasal was interesting. Gus Kerndt, ('41) contréalut
the following toThe Lorian. “It would be a grievous and serious error if até_oras College discarded
the name of ‘Duhawks’ for the trite and obsoleteniker, the ‘Lions.” To most of us here, the prasen
nickname of our athletic teams is as traditiondDas Kammer’'s homespun philosophy, Father Rowan’s
derby, and our grid rivalry with Luther.

“Duhawks’ is distinctive and appropriate; ‘Lionss worn-out, stale and hackneyed. The latter niame
used by innumerable colleges and high schools.ai&all familiar with the Columbia University Lions
the Nittany Lions, and a hundred and one otherd.io@n the other hand, there is only one team which
answers to the name of ‘Duhawks’ and that is thesmen.

“If it's all the same to you folks, I'll take my bins, Wildcats, and Tigers in the zoo where thegigl

Edward Cagney, also of the class of '41, had aufit view: “In the past few weeks the eyes of the
school have been focused upon the all-importarisidgcof changing the name of the Loras college
varsity team from the Duhawks to a new and more@pgate name, the Loras ‘Lions.’

“No doubt many of the old guard will feel that clgamg the name of the ‘Duhawks’ to the proposed name
of the ‘Lions’ will shatter much of the old traditi which has been so ably preserved by those same
members. However, tradition cannot be the chietiofain the making of important changes or decision

“Next year, the football team will play their firasbme game in the new Loras Stadium which is now
under construction. What would be more approptizde to start the 1940 season in the new stadium
with a new appellation for the team? So fellowgsslhave a vote on this issue and let’s voteHerrtew
proposed name, the ‘LIONS.”

Following the publication of these lettersTihe Lorian, | could not locate any additional discussion
regarding this topic. It would appear that the sustration in Keane Hall made what | would conside
“wise” decision, namely, that certain issues arewarth the battle.

Len Winter came to Loras as football coach in 18886 took over basketball from Father Coyne in 1939.
His 1939-40 team went 14 and 6 and made the seadprtd the NAIA in Kansas City. Len came to
Loras from Central College where he had spent APsyand won three lowa Conference basketball
championships.

His first basketball victory was a 34-31 win ovér Bhomas. Among the starters in that game were
Derouin, Severa, Bahning, and Voelker. Babe Deraws named a first team lowa Conference player in
1940, and during his athletic career coached ar8brose Academy in Davenport. | got to know Babe
at that point as one of his players was my neplf&asl, Noonan.



Loras lost the first game in Kansas City to Wirdigkansas, the defending champions, 36-30. Co-
captains Derouin and Severa stood out for Loras. Skvera scored 223 points during his careerraisL.o
The 1940-41 season resulted in a 10-10 recordn NuliKay was the top scorer; other team members
were John Joyce, Marty McFadden, Fred Bahning ahd Corcoran.

Mickey Marty played his first game for Loras in ttadl of 1940. A preview of his greatness caméhim
second game against Arkansas State when it wagedgthe amazing Mickey Marty dropped in nine
buckets and a charity toss for 19 points during-8% win.”



Part Il
The Era of Vince Dowd
1941-1959

In 1941, Vince Dowd, at the age of 28, became tiaelt of the Loras Duhawks. He held this positmn f
18 years in what could be described as the gloaysyef Loras basketball. Vince began his career at
O’Dea High School in Seattle, Washington, wheretdssgn won 55 straight games. He came to O'Dea
after graduation from Santa Clara University. Biéofved his time at O’Dea as head coach at Leo High
School in Chicago. His 1937 Leo team won the Nwtic€Catholic Basketball Tourney held at Loyola
University in Chicago.

Loras opened the '41 season with six straight wimes first coming over St. Thomas 39-27. CaptaimJ
McKay was the leading scorer with 14 points; he tedeave Loras after his junior year to enter the
Naval Academy finishing fifth in his class. Othmeembers of this team were Bob Lorge, Jim Corcoran,
Fred Bahning, Jack Joyce and Jim Farrell. Dowidss ioss was to St. Ambrose 35-34. The 1941-42
team finished with a record of 15 and 5, includingictory over St. Louis University. This teamisined
with five straight wins, the final two over St. Nb@rt and St. Ambrose. The 1942-43 team opened with
season with six straight wins, including two vidésrover lowa State Teachers. This team finished t
season 10-7 and included players such as Jack,JoyeeTierney, John Lewis, Joe Flad, Jim Farrell,
Bill Doherty, Ed Sadowski, Jack Dunne and Jake kunn

The 1943-44 season marked the beginning of a periich was to become the finest in the history of
Loras basketball. | was fortunate to attend mdrith@se games as a high school and college studient.
those days, the crowds arrived at 4:00 p.m. to trbest seats in the Fieldhouse. Stories diréofii
regarding certain games in this era. The 19434dmtcompleted the season 17-5 and won the lowa
conference with a record of 10-0. Loras greatseDAareham, Dick Lynch, Bill Pender, George
McNally and Paul Proctor were important contribattr this team. The Duhawks defeated St. Ambrose
three times and also posted a win over Drakecdlr¢hat two transfer students from St. Ambrosén]
Sweeney and Bob Wittee, joined the Loras teams Mais caused by the fact that a Navy program at St.
Ambrose took over certain buildings, resultinghe transfer of a number of pre-cleric studentsdmk

for a brief period.

The 1944-45 team finished the season 19-8, wintiegowa Conference and claiming victories over
Drake and New Mexico. They opened the seasonfivigtstraight wins, but during a Christmas tripstlo
to Notre Dame, Indiana State, Murray State and &algo. This team included Dave Wareham, Dick
Lynch, Wayne Knipschield, Don “Rocky” Sullivan a@dizzie Ottavi. Mickey Marty was discharged
from service on Christmas Day and joined the Dulsafgk spring '45. Marty had played for the

San Diego marine base team, which won 55 straigitiests. He would go on to become the player
considered by many to be the greatest in the lyistbroras basketball. He was named a Converse All
American, also a second-team Chuck Taylzes(Moines Register) All-American, ahead of Murray Weir,
University of lowa, and Dwight Eddleman of lllinoi®espite the loss of Dave Wareham to the armed
forces, the 1945-46 team won the lowa Conferedobn Moran, Wayne Knipschield, Mickey Marty,
Steve Slattery, Cuzzie Ottavi and Dick Lynch wepmé of this team. It should also be noted that
George McNally and Paul Proctor returned from servo play an important role. Loras was invited to
the NAIC tourney in Kansas City, defeating Pankim Jersey, in the first round before losing to
Southern Illinois 58-55 in round two. Southermitis would go on to win the title.

The 1946-47 team won 21 out of its first 22 ganesing only to Fort Sheridan, a team they would
defeat 62-46 in the final game of the season. stéwting lineup for this great team was Mickey Mart
and Dave Wareham at the forwards, Steve Slattezgraer, and Don Sullivan and Dick Lynch at guard.
During the season victories were recorded overdiletdorth Dakota, South Dakota State, Mexico



University, and two over state rival St. Ambrogehis team also had valuable contributions from John
Moran, Bill Pender, Paul Proctor, Jack Joyce, Wagmigschield, John Tierney, Jim Pattee, and

George Vinton. Loras completed the season with & 63 loss to Mankato State at the NCIC in Kansas
City. Marty scored 31 points and Slattery 11 iis glame. This marked the final game for Lynch,
Moran, Joyce and Gene Kutsch. Father Gene Kutsshansquad member for three years and spent 13
years at Loras as dean of men and math and religamier, and, | am proud to say, was a colleafjue o
mine in Keane Hall for those years.

“Many people would agree that the greatest menisegaver played in the Fieldhouse was the 61-57
victory over St. Mary’s of California on Decembdl,2946. The score was of great significance sxau
the night before St. Mary’s had lost to the Uniitgref lowa 44-41. Thd&elegraph Herald described the
actions as follows: ‘The Dubuque basketball fah® wacked every nook and cranny of the Loras
Fieldhouse got their money’s worth as Loras and/aty’s battled through a game which had
everything—including two overtime periods, argunsefights, and even a stopped clock before the
Duhawks pulled out a chilling 61-57 victory whidftla majority of the spectators limp.’ | stillcal the
vicinity of my seat for this historic game. It wasly proper that Mickey Marty, the great Loras-All
American, would lead the Duhawks with 27 point$His team would win all 18 home contests, but did
suffer a tough overtime road loss at Luther , 50-M&rty was forced to leave the game with several
stitches following a collision with Wareham whileigg for a loose ball. | understand this game avas
hot topic in the Loras bookstore for several day#) most of the conversation centered around the
officials.

The Lorian in 1947 announced the following as the starting for the 1947-48 season: Proctor and
Marty at forward, Slattery center, and Wareham ic€abe at guard. | visited with Jim McCabe about
his start as a freshman and was informed thatyt@me about because of an early season injuboto
Sullivan. McCabe would go on to score 1772 pailtisng his great career at Loras. He was named a
Helm’s All-American and also All-lowa Conference fi949-50 and '50-'51. | am also proud to say he
was named senior class president for the greatigting) class of 1951.

This team compiled a record of 20 and 8, winnirggthdland Conference, and completed an impressive
eastern swing during the Christmas season with @awes St. Joseph'’s, Indiana; Detroit; lona, Newkyor
and Albright College, Pennsylvania. You beginde the names of future Loras greats appearingin th
scorebook, as McCabe, Moskal, Skraby and Terngegblam a large number of games. This team did
suffer a 52-51 loss to Kirksville in the Fieldhousdich was the first home loss in 28 games.

The 1949-50 team went 22-9, with a starting unitlefCabe, Skraby, Ternes, Moskal and Rohan. They
also had important play from Enderlin, Garvey, &mton. During this season the lowa Conference and
Midland Conference determined that they would playbleheaders which meant the same team on
Friday and Saturday. Loras scored two victoriesr &t. Joseph’s, Simpson, St. Mary’s, Westmar @nd S
Ambrose in these contests. | must admit that betvilee Fieldhouse and Saturday classes, it was very
difficult to keep up with one’s studies. An impamt victory was scored over Western lllinois 7943,
which McCabe scored 24 and Rohan 21. McCabe atsed 46 points in a game against Upper lowa, at
that point an lowa Conference scoring record. &avan the Northern Division of the lowa Conference
with a 93-68 victory over Parsons. It was repottext following that game the Parsons coach wasdask
about his All-lowa Conference team and he resporttiedstarting five at Loras.” This great season
ended with a trip to Baltimore for the National Ratc Tourney, defeating St. Francis, Pennsylvainia,
the first round, losing to Siena, New York, in gecond round, and defeating lona for the consaiatio
title. The victory over St. Francis included 23me by McCabe and 12 by Rohan. Anyone who was a
student at Loras during this period can recakligtg to the word picture of these games by KDTH
legend, Gerald “Red” McAleece.



The 1950-51 team won the lowa and Midland Confezdities and was the final year for one of the most
memorable starting fives, namely, McCabe, Skralgyn&s, Rohan and Moskal. This team finished the
season with a record of 22-9, including three viewover St. Ambrose and a road decision over §viest
lllinois 59-49, their first defeat in 38 consecutigames on their home court. In that game, McCabe
scored 17 and Skraby added 16. Vince Stankewétz,Tleeling and Bob Lutgen began to gain playing
time during this season. The lowa Conference cimmspip game was played at Coe College and went
to the Duhawks over St. Ambrose, 71-49. Jim McGahag named the No. 1 player in the conference,
and Rohan, Ternes and Moskal made All-lowa Confareroras was again invited to the National
Catholic Tourney only to lose in the first round3b Francis 65-54. Stankewitz was the leadingesco
with 18, followed by McCabe and Rohan with 15 eakhbras was hurt by the fact that Rohan and Ternes
fouled out.

The 1951-52 season was a difficult one for CoacWwd)a@s his team went 6-20. Steve Slattery was
completing his career, and Bob Lutgen, Leo Schiuéts Teeling, Tom Rogan, Lou Diaz and Doug
Venne began to appear in the linede Lorian was not used to covering teams with below average
records and were a little upset when they statedeéhm was “floundering in the midst of a dismal
season.” They did not have to wait long for imgment because the 1952-53 team responded with a
record of 17-11. The starting lineup included Mikermley, Bob Lutgen, Leo Schlueter, Les Teeling
and Bob Kowalsky. They defeated St. Ambrose indle Conference playoff but lost to Ambrose in
the District NAIA. This team had two victories odauther and defeated Wartburg 100-97 in one of the
highest scoring games in Loras history. Les Tgelas named to the All-lowa Conference team, an
honor he would receive again in '54.

The 1953-54 team went 15 and 8, with Wormley, Setely Teeling, Lutgen, Lang and Gilbert seeing
most of the action. The Jayvee team was undeatitbetion of Coach Jean Schneider, and | note that
Dick Wright was listed as the Jayvee ace and CisRaotd Joe Ottavi were called the new one-two punch
from Loras Academy. This team defeated Westeimoi, lowa Teachers and Lewis, but lost twice to
Ambrose. (I have a tendency to check those sgofese needs to be impressed by the balanced gcorin
of this team, namely, Les Teeling (383), Ed Lar2P3Leo Schuster (243), Bob Gilbert (253), and é/lik
Wormley (137).

The top six players during the 1954-55 season,ggbinl5, were Joe Ottavi, Ed McMahon, Dick Wright,
Captain Ed Lang, Fred May and Cy Potts. They hdiffiault start, losing five out of the first sixut

were able to rebound with a victory over lowa Teashone over St. Ambrose (Potts 20) and two over
Wartburg with Wright scoring 26 in one game, beflosing to Ambrose in the final game of the season.
The final scoring totals were: Ed Lang (445), Gitavi (351), Dick Wright (311), Cy Potts (303) and
Fred May (286). Ed Lang was named to the All-Cithdidwest team and completed his career with
1,027 points. This was the final year of partitipain the lowa Conference.

The 1955-56 team started out losing four out of fimit was able to rebound with a 12-12 seasord Fre
May, Dick Wright, Cy Potts, Ed McMahon and Joe @ttaould see most of the action, joined by Al
Carew, a transfer student from lowa State Teached&l notice within the freshman ranks the narhe o
Robert B. Pommerich from St. Mary’s Spring Acadefgnd du Lac, Wisconsin. | was not able to
locate any high scoring games for Bob. He is aulye professor emeritus in accounting and handles
the scorebook at all home basketball games. 8&590ss to Rockhurst, Fred May hit 15-0f-16 free
throws while scoring 33 points. This beat theloddas record of free throws in one game held by
McCabe and Lang at 13. At the completion of tleigs®n, May was number one in small colleges with a
free throw percentage of .879 according to offibl@lAA tabulations.

Five seniors opened the season with the 1956-5dsqamely, Cy Potts, Dick Wright, Fred May, Ed
McMahon and Joe Ottavi. Jim Kenney, Bill Rhombaingl Joe McGowan were also expected to see



plenty of action. In the opening game of the 1836season, Loras defeated lowa State Teachers 77-66
with freshman Jack Frasco scoring 18 points. erasmuld go on to score 1798 points in 95 games,
which is still the all-time Loras record. He istlut a doubt one of the all-time Duhawk greatst as |
review the next three years, you will notice selvarantions of his name. During this time, my beath
Frank and | were on the clock and scorebook irFielihouse, and five minutes into each game Frank
would ask me for my opinion on how many Frasco wadore. My prediction never matched the
scorebook! After losing four out of the first figames, this team came back to finish 11-14. Dick
Wright scored 439 to lead the team, followed bysEcawith 392 and Cy Potts 275. Wright completed
his senior year with a four-year total of 1,098.

| cannot leave the 56-57 season without a few comgrebout Dick Wright. He was the first directér o
admissions at Loras, and | got to know him veryl@ating those years. He was not only an outstamndi
basketball and baseball player during his collezpry, but he was also one of the finest “Duhawks” |
have ever known. | will always remember Dick Wtifpr the following: In one year we had a certain
freshman who was having academic problems, andWickd come to Keane Hall each night to assist
him with homework, etc. This was way beyond themal duties expected from the director of
admissions. | still recall how many of us werdlyelaappy to see this student receive a 3.000ih& f
semester senior year. Please understand thisesas lyefore grade inflation.

The 1957-58 team with Jim Kenney, Jack Frasco, @enis, Bill Rhomberg, Ray Kosinski, Bob Wilhite
and Pat Kapsch finished 11-12. The highlight &f H#eason was a four-game winning streak over lowa
Teachers, St. Norbert’s, Winona State and Knox,tamadvictories over St. Ambrose. Team scoring for
'57-'58 was Frasco (413), Rhomberg (295), Kenneyd J2Wilhite (232), G. Potts (199) and Kapsch
(162).

The 1958-59 season marked the final one for Lagesridary coach, Vince Dowd. This team would be
led by Frasco, Naughton, Rhomberg, Wilhite, Kap§thPotts and B. Roth. They opened the season
with a 73-52 win over St. Mary’'s, Minnesota, wittaBco scoring 22, G. Potts 17 and RhombergTte.
Lorian did a great job of covering basketball with sucbtgs as follows: “Loras Tommy Hawks the
tommies of St. Paul 88-59 behind 25 by Frasco &pants from Bob Naughton.” John Kunkel writing
in the January 1#orian paid the following tribute to '58-'59 basketballThe sudden rise to prominence
of the Duhawk basketball squad this season haséaca great deal of attention on several playgask
Frasco’s battle with the 1000 point mark, Gene<Partid his scoring binges, Bob Wilhite’s driving tho
Bill Rhomberg's rebounding, and Bob Naughton’s egeece as a front line performer all have been
noted by Loras fans. “BUT THE MAN | feel is mostsponsible for the continued success of the
Duhawks is the man who has maneuvered his teamviel@p the depth necessary to keep a winning
streak going even with the absence of a regulathfele games. Careful attention to detailed soguti
reports along with clever use of his bench by Coécdlee Dowd has kept the purple and gold machine
functioning smoothly. To this 17 year veterantwf toras athletic staff must go a great deal afiicfer
the victories recorded thus far in the campaighiiis team would win 14 out of the first 16 gamed an
play in the NCAA Small College Division Tourney Heh Glen Ellyn, lllinois, only to lose to Hope
College of Holland, Michigan, and Wabash Collegeliana).

I am proud to say that | knew Coach Dowd very wélinet two Loras Legends during my first week as a
freshman in 1947. Coach Dowd was the instructenpfequired class in physical education. | als& m
Doc Kammer the same day, as | stayed around td shome baskets in nstreet shoesand, as | was
leaving through the front door of the FieldhousecProclaimed “Noonan, just because you have a
brother on the faculty does not make you bettan #rey other student.” Doc and | became very good
friends during our many common years at Lorasanhot express my admiration enough for Vince
Dowd; | am proud to have known this man. My wifeld still talk about the fact that his daughterriyla



Lou was our first babysitter. In fact, her firggimt was marked by the fact that Vince droppeddfieat
my brother Frank’s house by mistake, much to te&els of Frank’s teenage sons.



Part 111
Jim Smarjesse 1959-62
Bob Zahren 1962-65
Gerry Potts 1965-69
Jim Berry 1969-73
Tom Reardon 1973-74

Jim Smarjesse became head coach in 1959-60. Wedaat Loras from Spalding Institute in Peoria,
lllinois, where he had compiled a record of 79 wansl 34 losses. His team captured had third ptace
the lllinois state finals. He also coached basgebal0 wins and 34 losses during his tenure atdBupg
His first Loras team compiled a record of 4 wind 48 losses, in what was the start of three diffficu
years. | was close enough to the basketball pnogodfeel the pain” along with Coach Smarjesse.

The roster for this team included Jack Frasco, wbold become the all-time leading scorer in the
history of Loras basketball, along with Bob RotlopBNaughton, Joe McGowan, Tom Dedin, Tom
Skram, Wayne Ressler, Dick Treon and Gene Carmdtlis was a season of difficult losses, the most
noteworthy a six overtime loss to Lewis Collegethy score of 81-79. | do not believe that any iothe
Loras team played a game of this length. The sixértime was a sudden death agreement by both
coaches that the scorer of the first basket woalddrlared the winner. Frasco scored 34 points and
captured 18 rebounds during this contest. Thé fjame of the season on February 26, 1960, was an
historic one in the history of Loras basketball aras so described by Tom LehnisTime Lorian: “How
ironic can one basketball game get? On Februagrthe@ oras College Duhawks closed one of their
poorest seasons in many years, winning only fooraga while losing 18. Yet, on the same night, Jack
Frasco, senior from Peoria, lllinois, ended higeams the greatest scorer in the history of LGakge
basketball, by pouring in 30 points in the DuhawRs70 loss to Quincy College.

“Accompanied by a swinging jazz band, and a sgirgeoup of ‘rabble-rousers,’ the spirit of the near
capacity crowd was at its best. The main reasanthat they were all pulling for Jack Frasco toalare
the records which were within his reach that night.

“And Jack did not disappoint them. Before the highs over, the Duhawk star had broken five records
including the four-year scoring record of 1,772rej set by Jim McCabe in 1951. Besides estahfishi
the new record at 1798 points, Jack sank 12 fre@svi) to set the record at 426, erasing McCabesrde
of 418. Also, his 30 points brought his seasonayeto 23.7, bettering McCabe's 22.9. He alstheet
field goal record at 682, which shattered McCabéyh of 667. He also established a shooting
percentage record, by hitting .473 this year. Tétord is new, since no previous record has beph’k

The 1960-61 season ended with a record of 4 and’ hé.victories came over UW-Platteville,
UW-Milwaukee, St. Mary’s and UW-La Crosse. The ondy of the playing time was shared by Dick
Treon, Gene Carmody, Jim Mellick, John Willenbaligp Goetzinger and Jack Jurewicz, along with
freshmen Ron Van DeVelde, Jim Neppl, Mike McGratld dom Bryant. Jim Mellick was named the
most valuable player. Jim Neppl appeared in narsity games as a freshman and had a 16.7 scoring
average. His best effort was a 31 point total regjdi/W-La Crosse.

The 1961-62 team ended the season with a recaténdl 18, and included a 16-game losing streak. Ji
Neppl scored 309 points as a sophomore and wasthano&t valuable player. John Willenborg scored
304 points. | recall the final home game of tldason which was an 83-81 victory over IIT, a toyrne
bound team and one that had beaten Loras 74-4prevéious game. This game was delayed several
minutes by a wet floor caused by a leaky roof. ¥ahus can recall problems of this nature. Freshm



Dennis Haerle scored 23 points and Ron Van DeMaltled 20. Kunnert and Haerle did an outstanding
job of rebounding.

I think that it is only fair to report that followg the loss of lowa Conference status in 1954ai w
necessary for Loras to expand its schedule todegluin my opinionplease note my opinionteams of a
more competitive nature. Everyone who readsrtiaterial should understand that | knew all of the
coaches beginning with Vince Dowd and many of thdents who represented Loras on the basketball
court. | would have loved to report that everydsteam was well above the .500 level, but thisveas
the case. Brother Frank would remind me on theebamk that my problem was that during my high
school and college days (1943-51), Loras lost ¥@mygames and | needed to adjust my thinking.

Bob Zahren took over in 1962-63 and completed éassn with a record of 7-16. During this season
Loras played four home games at Wahlert High Schobls team included Jim Goetzinger, Jack
Higgins, Fred Kunnert, Denny Haerle, Denny Marshdlke McGrath, Jim Neppl, Ron Van DeVelde,
John Willenborg, Dave Willenborg, Jerry KlimischdaBill Cameron. Loras scored victories over State
College of lowa, UW-Platteville and UW-La Crosseyaane in which Klimisch scored 17 points and
Haerle, J. Willenborg, and Higgins all scored indie figures. Dick Wright, a member of the Loras
Athletics Hall of Fame (baseball and basketbalhgd the Loras staff as freshman basketball coach.

The 1963-64 season was Zahren's finest with a deabt4-11. After losing the first two games oéth
season, they went on to win seven out of the rigkt.e One of the key victories of the season wé5-a
74 decision over Luther. In this game Denny Hasclered the winning basket in the last four seconds
In a 88-68 victory over St. Ambrose, Haerle scd@@goints and collected 15 rebounds. The 1964-65
team had a record of 8-15, losing 14 out of th&t fii7. They did rebound to win five out of thetIsig.
Loras participated in a holiday tourney at St. Aoda, losing to Carthage in the opening round, but
defeating the host team in the consolation fina@lddie Sula was named to the all-tourney team. The
final scoring totals for this year’'s team were @lfofvs: Denny Haerle (363), Laddie Sula (319),r¥er
Conlon (190), Joe Hajec (108), Rex Hester (214artely Riney (156), Jeff Gadient (123), and Chuck
Von Feldt (65). Both Haerle and Sula are membetisen1000 Point Club.

Gerry Potts became the Loras coach after four gafrihe 1965-66 season. This team would go 10-16
for the season, but was badly hurt by an injuryeiy Klimisch in the opening game of the season.
Zahren would go 1 and 3 in the first four gamess Ibst victory was 94-66 over Dominican. Terry
Conlon and Joe Hajec each scored 25 points. RWattsramed coach on December 10, 1965. Laddie
Sula, Terry Conlon, Rex Hester, Charley Riney, @Gftlient and Joe Hajec were junior lettermen, pbine
by Tom Gindorff, Chuck Von Feldt, Doug Shinkunasl &mm Derouin. Potts, a Loras graduate and
assistant coach since '63, would claim victoriesrdwither and UW-Milwaukee, along with an overtime
win over St. Norbert’s, among others during histfseason. The 1966-67 season was Potts’ best year
going 16-10, with two wins over St. Ambrose andatbing to the NAIA playoff against Wartburg.
During the freshman game in 1966, Tommy Jacksorerh&lfirst impact on Loras basketball, scoring 18
points. Tony Delgado, the former star player flogmis College, joined the program as assistantttoac
and, after several tryouts, made the faculty intnahteam. Sula, Von Feldt, Hajec, Hester, Gadlient
Rhodes, Gindorff and Jackson made valuable coniitosiduring this excellent season.

Some of the highlights of the 1966-67 season ireduareaking a long winless streak against Lewib wit
a 102-88 victory. In this game Jackson scoreddibtp, Hajec 22 and Sula 20he Lorian described an
important victory over St. Ambrose as follows: the Senior High Gym, backed by two bass drums,
three sets of cymbals, and duck call, and the sargewd of the season (3500), the Duhawks outethss
the Bees 99-79.” Joe Hajec scored 25 points amahiypJackson 21 in this contest. In the final two
games of the season, Loras would lose both gam#&&mttiourg in the NAIA playoffs, the first 84-76,
played at Senior High School, and the second 7®eged at Waverly. Joe Hajec, who was also an



outstanding track star, would complete his careeoeas with 1070 points and Laddie Sula, current
professor of economics, 1175. An important wirthi$ season was a 78-77 win over Quincy to win the
first Midland Conference title. The '@&furgold described this as follows: “Loras never trailganping

to a 4-0 lead with baskets by Hajec and Sula, antiruing to the end with Hajec, Gadient and Jackso
combining for 9 points in just more than one minat@ut the game in the winners column.”

The 1967-68 team included Tommy Jackson, ChuckR&dt, Tom Gindorff, Doug Shinkunas, Greg
Rhodes, Mike Walsh, Pat Lillis, Howie Mabry and bgrstovall. In a tough 85-82 loss to St. Ambrose,
Chuck Von Feldt, who would score 1184 career ppstsred 16 points. He also collected 15 rebounds.
Tommy Jackson, who would go on to score 1619 caraiats and claim 1103 rebounds in his great
career, scored 21 in this game. In the final gafrthis 10-15 season, Von Feldt would score 481tsoin
against Briar Cliff in a 113-87 victory. | rec#iis game very well as it was played on a Sunday
afternoon before a packed house in the FieldhoBsé. Freund, writing iThe Lorian, paid the

following tribute to Chuck Von Feldt: “The key wbin basketball has got to be ‘drive.’ It takeiverto
play forty running minutes of a fast ball gamedakes drive to score a basket through three sixaand
half-foot men. “Through four years of college betblall, senior forward Chuck Von Feldt has proved
that he has that necessary quality of drive. Alabhis record is more than sufficient to illusgréhis.

“Earlier this year, the Loras co-captain was pickelfourth-best basketball player among the naion
small colleges. Also, in a half-time ceremonytet Loras-Lewis game, he was presented with a trophy
that initiated him into the Loras 1000 Point Clubince that game, Chuck has netted 187 more ptoints
take his place as Loras’ fourth-highest all-timersc. His total pointage is 1187 in 87 career game

“According to Von Feldt, ‘The most important aspett good ball player is a proper attitude towiduel
sport. Of course, experience plays a big part, &lsbthe basic ingredient is the player’s attitudehe
Loras forward held down the center post on the IR&tigh School team in Austin, Minnesota, for four
years, rounding out the vital attitude with expece. In his senior year there, he was voted an all
regional, all-state, and all-American player.”

On February 7, 1968, Loras lost to the Universftipobuque 89-83. This was the first basketball gam
played between these two institutions. This wayg sgange when one considers that they played thei
first football game in 1909. | visited with GerPptts about this game, and he indicated that he had
brought up the subject to Monsignor Driscoll, Lopassident, and he did not say no, so the game was
scheduled. Here are some comments by Hal LagersTiebegraph Herald sports editor, regarding this
historic game.

“The University of Dubuque and Loras met on a b#sMécourt for the first time in history Wednesday
night at Senior High, and anyone responsible fepkey such a spectacle under wraps for lo, thesg ma
years, should be ashamed of himself. In one ofitlest games seen on local hardwood in many season
Coach Jon Davison’s University of Dubuque team shiglistering 64 per cent from the floor in thesfir
half and went on to an 89-83 victory. ‘It was waithh a doubt one of our finest efforts of the sedson
Davison said after the game. ‘It had to be, pdrlgause we were playing without John Smith antlypar
because Loras is a fine basketball team.’

“Davison credited the victory to good overall tedefense, aggressive floor play and some fine
individual performances. And, of course, to albB8 per cent shooting effort as the Spartans goure
37 of 66 shots.” In paying special tribute to Lostar Chuck Von Feldt, Lagerstrom went on to repor
“But, despite relentless pressure from the entibeddfense, which was geared to keeping the balyawa
from him, von Feldt managed a game-high 31 pointistirh on 13 of 15 shots from the field in a
superlative individual effort. ‘I still maintainef's one of the finest players around,” said DavistWie
have more respect for him than any other playell feele all season.’ Loras also got a good effimnn



6-7 Tom Jackson, who sank 10 of 19 from the field finished with 23 points, but Pat Lillis was the
only other Duhawk in double figures and he hadllfut

“We lost the game in a four-minute segment offih& half,” said Loras coach Gerry Potts. ‘Wealha
them down 8-2 and the next thing we knew they ve¢iead, 18-11, and shooting like crazy. This was a
tough one to lose, but it was a heckuva start foatvghould be a fine series.” Loras never regaihed
lead after that four-minute surge by the Spartand,were three times behind by 17 points—the kast a
47:30, before avoiding a complete first half disastith nine straight points by Coughlin, Jacksaod a
Gindorft.”

The 1968-69 year was Coach Potts’ final year a®tifeawks went 12-15. This team included Tommy
Jackson, Pat Lillis, Steve Coughlin, Doug Shinkydas Alston, Bob Pescitelli, Reg Carter and Al
Grivetti. Three notable freshmen from Wabhlert garthe team, namely, John Buri, Dan Breitbach and
Vic Helling. They would defeat St. Ambrose at hoimet lose on the road and also participated in a
Chicago Christmas tourney, posting victories oviarkCand Lewis before losing to Lane by three pmint
The University of Dubuque defeated Loras in thesdayame of this series, 83-77, but Loras scored tw
late season wins over Lewis and Augustana. Tonauolsbn would be hamed to the All-District NAIA
team, and Pat Lillis earned honorable mention.

Jim Berry took over the Loras program in 1969, glaith other changes in the Fieldhouse, namelynJoh
Coe as athletic director and Ron Mescall as assibtsketball coach. Jim Berry was a graduate of
Creighton University where he played three yeartherbasketball and baseball teams. He captalired t
“Blue Jays” in basketball during his junior andiseryears, led the team in scoring and was voted th
team’s most valuable playerThe Lorian, September 1969)

Coach Berry’s first team included Tommy JacksomreStovall, Dan Breitbach, John Buri, Steve
Coughlin, Pat Lillis, Reggie Carter, Steve HanigrkiMiller, Al Grivetti, Vic Helling and Harry Suda
Loras went 7-17 during Berry's first year, winnifagir out of the first five, but at one point of theason
losing 13 out of 14, including two each to the Wmsity of Dubuque and St. Ambrose. The high ssorer
for Loras during this season were Stovall (348}kdan (308) and Lillis (280).

Tommy Jackson would end his outstanding careeortd with 1,619 points. On February 18, 1969,
Jackson was honored as the only junior to eveihrgae 1000 Point Club. John Duffy reported thisrgv
in The Lorian. “Tommy Jackson, captain, leading scorer andueter of this year’'s Duhawks, achieved
a milestone in his basketball career when he sduigeti00d college point against St. Thomas, Jan. 4.
He is the only junior in Loras history to do sot halftime of the Central game, Feb. 18, Tommy dank
Night, he was presented with the basketball he irsedoring his 1000point signed by all of his
teammates, a trophy from the student body andnalista ovation from the crowd which included his
mother. For Tommy it was a highlight in a bask&tt@reer that began when he first picked up a
basketball at 8 years of age. He laughs whendadlsehis first encounter with competition. ‘It svan

the alley,” he remembers, ‘where we played peaskdia We cut the bottom out of a wooden bushel
basket and hung it up on a pole.” Tommy stopsHawggand is wholly serious when he says, ‘I've been
throwing the ball around a long time. It's redlgcome a part of me.” He came to Loras at 6’2hvnb
idea I'd play varsity ball.” He played three ganoé$reshman ball, moved up to the varsity, whose
record was 2-4 before midway in the season, andutdatvo games on the bench before getting his firs
varsity chance in a game against Westmar. Tommgmabers the game well because it was a
determining factor in getting a bid to the finalsd he helped to win it. He tells the story quickhd
excitedly, fast break style. ‘Rex Hester was gdorghe basket for a lay-up and | was followingpiok

up the rebound. Rex lost his balance, threw thieobhind him up into the air, and | put it in fibre two
that we needed.’



“After that he started the rest of the season,&8ag, averaging 10.8 a game. ‘I had to adjusdto 4
minutes of play and new patterns, but | felt gdwat 1 was just a freshman on the varsity,” he itecal
That year he made all-conference second team.”

The 1970-71 season was a real turnaround as thavwshwould go 18-7. The roster included veterans
Lillis, Coughlin, Grivetti, Buri, Breitbach and Mdr, joined by transfer Verlan Larmore, and freshme
John Gruber, Jim Kelly, Gary Schenkelberg and IGédliart.

They opened the season with a 86-71 victory overedjowa with Schenkelberg scoring 19 points and
Larmore and Lillis 16 each. Jim Kelly came intsthame with Upper lowa leading 55-54 and Loras
would go on to outscore Ul 20-6. A December 1%aric over Platteville included 23 by Pat Lillis,
putting him in the 1000 Point Club. Just prioGbristmas, Loras would defeat the University of
Dubuque 89-82 for their first victory in this sevieLoras was led by 27 points from Larmore, 16nfro
Lillis, 13 from Miller, and 11 from Buri. The Uneérsity of Dubuque had five players in double figyre
Redmond, Melloy, Beckman, West and Fol@ye Lorian would give credit to the play of Mark Miller.
“In the first 10 minutes Miller enjoyed his finesttooting and rebounding of the year as he utiliied
height to full advantage at both ends of the cburt.

Bill O’Neill, reporting for the TH, wrote the folleing regarding this first victory for Loras over UD'It
was a nice Christmas present for the boys on theds@nd they deserved it,” coach Jim Berry sagf af
his Loras College Duhawks defeated the Univerdipubuque, 89-82, in the Senior High gym
Wednesday night. ‘The kids wanted this one badlase we have never beaten Dubuque before,’
Berry added, ‘and they all did a fine job.’

“In the tightest game of the brief history of thezies, the Duhawks held the lead nine times, Dubudu
times, and the contest was tied on 16 occasidPsckham certainly played one of his finest games,ev
coach Jon Davison of the University said, ‘but unfoately one man can’t do it alone.” ‘Loras dessr
credit for the victory. They have a fine ball cland they took advantages of every opportunitye Rad

a lot of opportunities, but didn’t take advantagéhem,” Davison said. ‘When we ran off 10 poiimts
row, we could have taken command, but we missesherand-one free throw situations, and had a few
turnovers that hurt.” Berry didn't single out aimgividual for special praise, saying only ‘all tkiels
played a fine game.”

On a holiday southern trip they would defeat Genfputhern, but lose to Armstrong State and Augusta
| blamed the Armstrong loss on Doc Kammer and thgusta defeat on Vince Coyle, both of whom
made the trip. In an 86-73 victory over Northeswa, Lillis scored 26 and Breitbach 20. In a 878t
over St. Norbert's, Larmore would score 30. Freshdim Kelly scored 26 points in a 82-77 win over
Lewis. An 86-77 victory over St. Ambrose clinchtbé Midland Conference title and was so reported by
Lloyd Koelker in the March 9, 1971orian: “The Loras College Duhawks gave perhaps theedi
offensive showing of the season in Davenport on E&las they shot 60% over St. Ambrose. The score
was 86-77 as the Duhawks swept the 1971 seriesAmbrose, retained the Victory Bell, went 9-1 in

the Midlands Conference and headed for the NAIAqifis. A good Duhawk crowd, led by those who
had dribbled a basketball eighty miles, saw thesamn gain the lead quickly, and survive challenges
midway through each half. Dan Breitbach led théa&wks with 21 points, Pat Lillis had 19, Mark Mille
15, and Jim Kelly and Verlan Larmore had 13 eadlotas would go on to postseason play in the NAIA
lowa playoffs, defeating lowa Wesleyan 84-78 iramng played at Cornell College, but were denied a
trip to Kansas City with a 81-66 loss to Wartburg.

Pat Lillis graduated in 1971, after an excellemeeg, scoring 1291 points. He would go on to catepl
medical school at the University of lowa. He hasiba loyal and supportive alumnus for severalsyear
This young man from Williamsburg, lowa, has lef mark on Loras College.



The 1971-72 season would open with an outstandihgflreturning players: Breitbach, Buri, Miller,
Larmore, Gruber, Schenkelberg, Kelly, Galliart,rejavith sophomores Dan Schlader, Harry Suda and
Dan Corken. The newcomers included freshman Mileebér and two transfers, Tom Schockemoehl
and Bob Anderson.

On a southern trip, Loras defeated Rollins College7(Kelly 27, Miller 20, Breitbach 19 and Buri)14
before losing to Florida Southern and Stetson.yTost at Ambrose 92-86, but won at home, 99-8h wi
Breitbach scoring 21, Larmore 16, Buri 15, and iK&W. They also won over the University of Dubuque
78-71.

Loras opened its NAIA bid with an exciting overti®8-67 win over Wartburg. | had the opportunity to
witness this game and have always felt it was drieeoDuhawks greatest victories. This is caused,
somewhat, by the fact that | knew the membersisftéam very well, and let me say, this was onthef
finest groups of young men ever to represent LGakege. Hal Lagerstrom, writing for the T.H.
described the play in the overtime as follows: hKevho came off the bench midway through thetfirs
half in his super-sub role to ignite the Duhawkizio$e, then came up with the three-point play Wil

to go and Wartburg never caught up. Kelly was Higbrer for the Duhawks with 18 points, Buri ndtte
16 in addition to his outstanding defensive effBreitbach hit 14 and Larmore 10—including the two
free throws that put the Knights away for the seasgith an 13-5 record. Waldstein’s 19 points paced
Wartburg; Stewart had 16 after getting only onstfiralf free throw and Platte hit 15 before foulmg
with 1:21 left in the overtime—on the play that lgelurned into the big three-pointer. Loras was ou
rebounded, 40-30, but Coach Jim Berry lavishedspran his front line of Larmore, Miller,
Schockemoehl and Kelly. ‘A lot of people have bsaying we didn't have much of a front line, but we
showed them tonight,” he said in the wildly entlassic Loras dressing room.”

Following the victory over Wartburg, Loras foundetf on the road to Storm Lake, lowa, to play
Northwestern from Orange City for an NAIA bid. dde the fan bus to this game, and one of the others
on the bus remarked, “I can’t believe we are ridingr six hours to find a so-called ‘neutral coumt’
lowa.” This would result in a 61-59 loss, in wihabuld only describe as “heart-breaking.” It wesl
described by Bill O’'Neill in the T.H.: “The basketll season ended here Tuesday night for Loras
College with a heartbreaking 61-59 loss to NorthtessCollege in the District 15 NAIA playoff finals

“Coach Jim Berry’s Duhawks made a gallant comeladizk trailing at halftime, 35-24, to make it as#o
game for the last 14 minutes. Northwestern save#d cut to 42-35 in the first six minutes of §ezond
half and three straight goals by Mark Miller, Verlaarmore and John Buri for Loras made it 42-4he T
Duhawks fell behind 45-41, before Dan Breitbachedss pair of free throws and a basket to pull Loras
into a 45-45 tie, only the third time the game weaadlocked. The score was tied again at 47 bEfave
Albers’ free throw shot Northwestern out in frogiin before the Duhawks gained their only leachef t
night, 49-48, on Breitbach'’s driving basket witlh®remaining in the game. The game was tied twice
more before sophomore sensation Jim Woudstra §ieal put Northwestern in front for good, 56-54,
with 4:40 left. In the meantime, however, Lorad hast its two big men on fouls. Mark Miller (6-7)
went to the sidelines with 6:45 showing on the kl@nd Tom Schockemoehl went out on personals with
6:17 to go. Despite this lack of height, the Dukawway have pulled out a win except for a coupléhef
many questionable calls by the officials. Behi®d5y with 1:33 left, Breitbach drove in for what
appeared to be the go-ahead basket only to havargieg foul called before the shot.

“As a result of the ensuing dispute over the dallas was assessed a technical foul and Albersecann
the free throw for a 59-57 lead. The foul alsat ®meitbach to the sidelines with five and aftdree
throw by Roger Estes gave Northwestern a 60-57rddga, John Buri raced in for a two-pointer to pull
the Duhawks within one at 60-59. Roger Kempenarthwestern was fouled intentionally with nine



seconds left, and made his only free throw of fightrafter seven earlier misses. Loras quicklykedr
the ball into Kelly, who raced down the floor, binesl a Northwestern player, and was called for a
charging foul that again upset the Duhawks as taneout.”

Following this season, Dan Breitbach was namedCAlhiference, All-District and honorable mention
All-American. He was also selected as the besbsenllegiate basketball player in the state efdo
Verlan Larmore, Mark Miller and John Buri also rivegl conference and district awards. In September
of 1972, Mike Cassaday, writing The Lorian, paid a special tribute to John Buri and Dan Beaih.

“On campus last year it was general opinion thatlibras College basketball team had the best badkco
in the State of lowa. The two men who comprisésl ttohn Buri and Dan Breitbach, have graduated
now, but let’s take a brief look at what they didrisure the validity of my first statement. Jduri, a

little 520" Wahlert High School product, was aatly performer all four years at Loras. What hé&dac

in size, he definitely made up in hustle. He waet@rmined leader as reflected by his being chosen
captain of the team his last two years.

“His senior year, John hit a fantastic 58.3% ofdtists from the field. This figure became muchemor
impressive when you consider that most of his sbase from around 20 feet out. While doing thés, h
also found time to achieve a 3.84 grade point @eerd his all led to a $1000 NCAA postgraduate
scholarship. Earlier this month, John became tiythird Duhawk scholar-athlete to qualify forsthi
high honor in the school’s history. When you cdesithat there were just five of these scholarships
awarded to all of the college division basketbklyprs in the United States, you start to realigt yvhat
an honor he has received. Dan Breitbach at 6'® evee of the quickest guards in Loras history. He
came of age in his junior and senior years asdéhieteam in scoring both years and twice was dame
the All-Conference first team. A fine defensivaysr, he was also a real leader. His senior year h
joined the 1000 point club, becoming tHeBayer in the history of the school to do so. sSTéame year
he was named the best senior collegiate baskgilbsgttr in lowa. Considering he was judged alorg th
universities (lowa, lowa State, and UNI), this viredeed quite an honor. He topped this off by being
named to the All-District team and receiving HormeaMention All-American recognition. Both of
these players will be dearly missed this seasanydaucan bet they won’t be forgotten.”

The 1972-73 season would open without Breitbachi, Barmore and Miller, and the word on the hill
was that this would be a rebuilding year. This waisthe case as this team would go 16 and 1@ama
move into the NAIA playoff picture. They would s$he first three games before defeating the
University of Dubuque 72-71, with Kelly, Gallia@uda and Shockemoehl in double figures. At one
point in the season, they won six in a row befoseng to Western lllinois. Some of the season
highlights were as follows: Holiday Tourney at UdRfeating Gustavus Aldophus 73-55; Kelly 20
points, losing to Platteville, Weeber 17 points r&Bounds; a difficult loss at Quincy 57-55; Ke4 and
Weeber 14; defeated Platteville 89-71: Kelly 28,l6&r 12, Weeber 20, Suda 16 and freshman Greg
Gibney 6

The end of the year presented Loras with a vergualyproblem as they were forced to play two games
on the same night: a playoff game against St. Asdand a conference game with St. Norbert’'s. This
situation, along with the final game of the seaseers well described ifihe Lorian: “A strange and
unique predicament faced the Loras College baskeétiaan on Wednesday, February 28. It was
scheduled to play St. Norbert for the outright esahce championship but it was also to appear at
Augustana College in Rock Island for a NAIA playgime against St. Ambrose. Since the team was
already guaranteed of at least a tie for the cenfax championship, the cagers decided the NAlAthas
game they wanted. Thus, our so-called second vemsysent to St. Norbert and our first team to
Augustana. The first team played brilliantly, cdetply outclassing a good St. Ambrose quintet.
Consistently, the Duhawks ripped the Bee’s trappiefgnse for easy layups. Most of this was theltres



of some nifty driving and passing by Jim Kelly asdnded the night with 16 assists. However, the bi
difference was the Duhawks ability to put the balihe hoop. Loras hit a sizzling 66.7% from thedd
for the game!

“Leading this deadly accurate assault was Greg &ilwith 25 points. He was followed by Jim Kelly
(24 pts.), Bob Wagner (16), Harry Suda (9), Gaye®&elberg (9), John Gruber (8) and Mike Weeber
(8). The victory was sweet revenge for a 90-7Kittig absorbed by the Duhawks earlier in the sea$on.
also enabled them to meet Parsons for a bertleifotir team NAIA District 15 playoff. Regardingeth
second team, their fate was not as fortunate. Weeg beaten by St. Norbert 109-93, but it must be
remembered that they were without a player biggan 6’5" and that for some of the team members, it
marked the first varsity action of the season. Balerson led the Duhawks in scoring with 23 points
Others with double figures were Lyle Galliart (23¥0tt Peterson (150 and Mike Jones (13). Thdtresu
of this loss was a tie with St. Ambrose for thefeoence championship. The game against Parsons,
which was played on March 2 at Cornell College, asmgloomy for the Duhawks as was the foggy
weather that blanketed lowa on that night. Trgilat the half, the Duhawks mounted a second hadfesu
that brought them from more than 10 points dowa tie at the end of regulation time. The firstbivee
ended in the same manner, but a tip-in at the bwerrding the second overtime spelled an end to any
hopes for a Duhawk appearance in Kansas Cityisdtrmeant the end of a highly successful 72-73
season.”

Tom Reardon became the Loras coach for 1973-7#reBelkry left for the head job at the University of
Northern lowa. Reardon had been the assistanhdndé2-'73, and his place was taken by Dan Corken
a '73 graduate. The roster for this team includetty, Gruber, Schenkelberg, Wagner, Gibney, GHdllia
Anderson, Schlader, Mike Thissen and Mike JondsyWwon their first four games, including 109-90
over Westmar, in which Kelly scored 30, Gibney @f&eber 15 and Wagner 16.

The 14 and 10 record included two wins over thevehsity of Dubuque and a split with St. Ambrosa. |
the NAIA playoffs they defeated Dordt College, 99-@ith Kelly scoring 19, Gibney 18 and Wagner 16,
before losing to William Penn 86-55 in the finahgafor seniors Kelly, Galliart, Anderson, Schenketp
and Gruber. Jim Kelly scored 20 points in this gamfinish his career with 1717. Jim Kelly andeGr
Gibney would be named to the All-Midland Confereteam.

If I were to list the ten greatest players, whishdn't, from 1944-2009, | know that Jim Kelly woulbe
on such a list. Lynn Foth, writing ifhe Lorian, described Kelly as follows: “Although Jim Kellyas
not blessed with an outstanding shot, his swirlimigirling, twisting, unbelievable glass work onwdrs to
the hoop willlive in the memories of fansand numerous opponents who were befuddled by #mmnen
Mr. Kelly sped by.” |1 am one of the fans with teasiemories. His scoring total of 1717 points ptace
him third on the all-time list.



Part IV
Bob Mullen 1974-81 (9 games '82)
Doug Smith 1982-84 (final 20 games '82)
Mike Jaskulski 1984-88

The 1974-75 season would open with Bob Mullen (BVBS. from Northern lllinois) as head coach and
athletic director. He had held the same positiodBaena High School. Barry Beckmann, 1970 grasluat
of Buena Vista, was named assistant coach. Mullgrst victory was a 93-85 win over Northeastern
lllinois State. In this game, Greg Gibney scor8dBob Wagner 25, Mike Thissen 15 and Randy Skemp
10. His first loss was to Loyola University of €ago, 94-77, with Gibney scoring 24, Wagner 15,
Thissen 15 and Skemp 10.

This was a real season of streaks, wining fourriomg then losing four in a row and winning fiveastjht
before losing the final five of the season. Thidudes two losses to St. Ambrose and one to the
University of Dubuque. In the T&ame of the season, a 77-74 victory over lowa ¥yesl, Greg
Gibney would score 23 points, putting him in th®@®oint Club. He would finish his career with 071
points. | believe that if Greg would have playeithvthe three-point shot, his total would have beef
above 1800. He was not only an excellent basKgitzler, but is also one of the finest young men |
have had the pleasure of knowing. This was alsditfal year for Mike Weeber who ranks high on the
leading rebound list at Loras, along with beingpatstanding baseball player for the Duhawks. Mike
also shared his talents by pitching the “Bernadians” to several excellent wins in semipro badebal
He made a great contribution to the NCBT by armagd¢ne game officials for many years.

The 1975-76 team included Kevin Foley, Randy Gilitesydy Skemp, Bob Wagner, Greg Gibney, Keith
Daniel, Mike Thissen, Mike Meyer, Gerry Eggers, Réorman and Jeff Vorwald. They ended with a
record of 12-17, including a loss to U.D. and atspth St. Ambrose. In a 73-70 victory over the
University of Northern lowa, Gibney scored 28 anddfter 13. During play in the Augustana tourney,
the Duhawks defeated the host team before losiQitet Nazarene 76-72 in the finals. Gibney and
Wagner won all-tourney honors. On his way to @eatotal of 1396 points, Bob Wagner totaled 42 in
82-81 loss to lowa Wesleyan. In a 103-78 victorgrd_ewis University, Gibney scored 21 and Wagner
38. Following this game Coach Mullen also citedyteand Vorwald for their good play. In a victory
over Lakeland, Mike Meyer was credited with 14 sisson his way to becoming Loras’ all-time leadter i
this category.

The 1976-77 roster included Mike Meyer, Jeff Howdmin Granzow, Randy Skemp, Gerry Eggers,
Dave Schnefke, John Trifone, Kevin Foley, Jeff Valdy Greg Jury, Mike Friedlein, Bill Finn and Bill
Luensmann. They went 13-16, losing five out offitet six and dropping three out of four during a
southern trip, the only victory a 79-68 win overd@ga Southern. In a 96-77 victory over St. Notlser
Granzow scored 23 and Skemp 20. In a 108-25 yicteer Coe, Granzow scored 19 and Howard 24.
Mike Meyer and Tim Granzow made the NAIA All-Distriteam and Jeff Howard was named honorable
mention. The final game of the 77 season was-8@®ss to St. Ambrose.

The 1977-78 team would go 24-8, the best recomkdine 1951 team of Vince Dowd. Six seniors,
namely, Mike Friedlein, Dave Schnefke, Jeff Howdrn Granzow, Randy Skemp and Gerry Eggers,
were a part of this team. It was the best yeaCfmach Mullen as they won eight in a row, also etegut

of the final thirteen. A 73-62 loss to Briar Cldbst this team a trip to the NAIA tourney in Kasi€zity.

In a 80-65 win over Lewis, Granzow scored 19, anevard scored 30 points in a 95-80 win over the
University of Dubuque. Kurt Denner, in his firgirge as a freshman, scored 18 during a 96-45 win ove
Mt. Mercy. On the way to a 74-72 victory over Stbrose, Howard totaled 20 points and scored 1029
points in two seasons, a record that has not bexdkeh. Steve Jirak paid special tribute to thisrien



The Lorian as follows: “One of the finest basketball team&dras history ended their season with a 73-
62 defeat against Briar Cliff last Wednesday. €lesely contested ballgame involved a District 15
championship as well as the right to go to the NAA national tournament in Kansas City this week.
Although the Duhawks didn’t advance in tournamday ptheir season finale came on the road, at the
hands of a nationally ranked opponent. Briar Gliffs ranked 19in N.A.I.A. ratings going into the
contest. Loras earned a berth in the champiorgampe when they knocked off Graceland College in
first round action at Dubuque Senior High Schost Monday. This year's team featured a team that
averaged 80.2 points on offense and limited thgroments to an average of 68.3 points on defense.
Junior Greg Jury, sophomore Terry Callahan, anccoawers Jeff Carter, Kurt Denner and Curtis Evans
also helped to bolster the Duhawk attack.

“Howard led Loras in scoring with a 21.0 averaghile&vEggers paced his teammates in the rebounding
department with an average of 6.1 per game. Bggidmering top scoring honors for Loras, Howard
was also named to the District 15 first team bydba&ches in the district. Eggers and Skemp were
honorable mention selections. Howard and Skenmegban elite group when they scored their 1000
career point this season. Skemp finished hisyears of play with 1,128 in 112 games. Loras hats

the season with a 24-8 record. Highlights of #essn were victories over Brian Cliff, St. Ambresel
Luther. The Duhawks also captured the title iniae Donovan Tournament hosted by the University of
Dubuque.”

The 1978-79 team would go 22-12 with a roster ithatided the following: Terry Callahan, Bill Finn,
Jeff Carter, Greg Jury, Curtis Evans, Bill May, BMertens, Dave Cox, Bart Gibney, Bill Luensmann,
Neal Trainor, Kurt Denner and John Schafer. Lonath two returning starters, Callahan and Cadead
lettermen Jury, Finn and Denner, would end thegeasénning nine out of eleven, but would again be
denied a trip to Kansas City by losing to BriarftCli

For the third year the Duhawks won the Dan Dondeamney at the U.D., defeating Carroll College 67-
64, with Jury scoring 14, along with six reboundsd ive assists. They had defeated PlattevillgB8%A
the opening round. In a 89-84 victory over St. Aoge, Jeff Carter scored 24 and had 13 rebounds.
Mike Heffern, writing inThe Lorian, paid the following tribute to the '78-'79 tearfilf the 1978-79
Loras basketball team was supposed to be in whad B@ach Bob Mullen last November called ‘a
rebuilding year,” then now that the season has ioaitad, it can be said with little opposition thiay are
quite evidently ‘rebuilt.’” For the second yeamimow the Loras cagers have surpassed the twentg ga
victory plateau and gone on to play in post seasomey play. This year's club acquired a recdrédd
12, which entitled them to the NAIA playoffs whehey first beat Marycrest College 84-73 and then
were conquered by Briar Cliff 78-68. As a footntiéhe Duhawks final game, Briar Cliff (of Sioux
City, la.) were in turn defeated by Drury CollegeSpringville, Mo., who then went on to become the
1978-79 NAIA champions. The Drury victory over &riCliff was deemed ‘the most spectacular
basketball of the entire tournament,” Ggllege Sports Illustrated.

“The season was highlighted by the outstanding pfaseveral key individuals, including sophomore
center Kurt Denner, who led the team in scorindnwaiprominent 14.7 per game average having 499
points on the season. Denner was runner-up iretteunding department to Jeff Carter, who had a 9.1
per game average and 299 total rebounds on the @zater and Bill May were a close second andlthir
on the year in scoring with 398 and 393 pointseeipely. A glance at the assists column and ameen
stands clear, as Terry Callahan closed out theseaish remarkable 259 passes-to-be-points, giking

a career total of 378.

“Coach Bob Mullen said of the '78-'79 season tlitatvas my most pleasurable at Loras. We went into
games not expecting to win,” he stated, and adda&daur hustle and bench depth is what made this
team.”™



The 1979-80 team won twelve out of their final tisn games, go to the NAIA tourney and post tise fir
Loras win in this event since 1945-46. Terry Qadlia, Bill May, Jeff Carter, Curtis Evans, Bill Finn
Neal Trainor, Dick Mertens and George Lynch wet@alimportant part of this NAIA team. One of the
main victories of this season was an overtime datigver Briar Cliff before 3000 people at the Five
Flags. This was a special day as it paid tribotiaé great Loras All-American Mickey Marty. Kurt
Denner scored the final six points for the Duhawhs113-81 victory over St. Ambrose marked the1.00
career win for Coach Mullen. In this game Cartared 25, Evans 19, May 16 and Callahan 14.

The lowa playoff game to represent District 15 eni€as City was held at the Five Flags and the
Duhawks defeated Grandview 93-70. Curtis Evandaviead Loras with 29, followed by Jeff Carter
with 21 and John Curtis 17. This victory would gdine seniors, namely, Callahan, Carter, Traifamn
and May to Kansas City to complete their Loras eard he first game in the NAIA resulted in a last
second victory, 72-70, on a shot by Terry Callahoras led by ten points at half-time, but faited
score in the first eight minutes of the second.h@lfirtis Evans and Jeff Carter each scored 24gpwin
this historic win.

Loras dropped the second round game to Clariore Stallege (PA) 79-71; the Duhawks trailed at half-
time 43-29 but came back to lead 64-63 on a fremitland basket by Curtis Evans but could not hiodd t
advantage. Jeff Carter, who needed 24 pointsatchr&000 for his career, finished with 13. Johnti€u
led the Duhawks with 18, followed by Denner 16 &wvdns 13. Curtis also had 17 rebounds.

The last full-time season for Coach Mullen was 18&Gnd the Duhawks went 15-16. The only senior
on this team was Kurt Denner. He was joined byojtsnJohn Curtis, George Lynch, and Dick Mertens,
along with Roy Humphrey, Paul Kacynski, Jim Hayg&,Hogan, Tom Meany, Tom Connolly, and
Doug Goodmann, and freshmen Dwayne Spraglin, V&k&al roy Cicero, Andy Kotlarz and Jeff
Hermsen. Loras played ten home games at the fags Eenter as part of a special arrangement becaus
the College had provided the basketball courthiar ¢stablishment. They won the first three gaofies
the season before losing to Evansville, but didesed58-60 win over the University of Dubuque with
Denner scoring 26 and Van Bakke 15 before losingewo Western lllinois. In the first game Denner
scored 28 and Curtis 14, and in the second, C@iigro and Hermsen each scored 14. Grandview
ended their chances of going to Kansas City witictory over the Duhawks, a game in which Denner
had 22, Mertens 18 and Curtis 13. Kurt DennerJatoh Curtis would be named All-District. Denner,
who would score 1710 points during his great camgeuld receive special tribute Trne Lorian from an
unknown writer prior to the '80-'81 season.

“Loras College Center Kurt Denner will be a membkthe 11-man squad chosen to represent the
United States in Jones Cup Competition in Yugoalaarly in October. The 6’ 9”, 225-pound native of
Fort Madison, lowa, has sparked the Duhawks totadiack season records of 24-12, while winning
All-District 15 and NAIA All-American Honorable Mdron honors in the process. As a freshman
Denner appeared in 19 games, scored 31 pointsrabled 37 rebounds. This was in sharp contrast to
his sophomore year when he played in 34 gamesade®9 points and hauled down 220 rebounds. This
past season he again played in 34 games, but redss®7 points and brought down 272 rebounds. His
scoring ability made him a member of the prestigidihousand Point Club’ at Loras as a junior ansl ha
fans wondering if he will be the all-time Duhawlosiog leader.

“The current school scoring record is 1,798 poisgd,by Jack Frasco from 1955-1960. Many peogk fe
that if Kurt continues to improve and stays freéndiries, that he will hold the all-time scoringcord

when the 1980-81 basketball season concludes. ddennrently has scored 1,057 points, but his viadue
the team is impossible to evaluate in terms of-pdi&t per game scoring average and an 8 rebound-pe



game capacity. His leadership, ball handling, apitity to hit from any place on the court makestihe
man that opponents generally double up on, givthgroplayers an opportunity to score.”

One of the most unusual games in Loras basketisadiria occurred in February of '81 when Loras
defeated St. Ambrose 28-19. One hears a greatideat low scoring games in the early years, but we
should note that Loras played Ambrose twice in 1843one game going to the Purple and Gold 40-11
and one to the Bees 40-33. Bill O'Neill, one df test Chicago Cub fans ever, covered this gantre wit
the following headline: DUHAWKS TAKE STING OUT OBEES, SOLVE SLOW-DOWN TACTICS.
Part of his T.H. game story went as follows:

“Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee. Thatswie boast of one-time world heavyweight boxing
champion Mohammed Ali—and Wednesday night it appg&oach Leo Kilfoy of St. Ambrose thought
the same about his basketball team. For the Eténf 40 minutes whenever they had the ball they
floated like butterflies, but the sting wasn't themd the Loras College Duhawks patiently went atiwu
business of posting a 29-18 victory over the sésglBees at the Five Flags. ‘They tried the saing t
down there, so there was no reason to expect tbejdwt do it again,” Loras Coach Bob Mullen said.
‘Our kids learned something when Marycrest slowedrdon us and we got too far behind to catch up.
Tonight we were mentally ready. We didn’'t makeiatake until 1:29 left in the game, and then we
made a few.’ Loras led 25-18, with 31 seconds keft Cicero marched to the free throw line over th
final seconds often enough to cash four straightightosses to account for the final 11-point nrarg
Denner was the only Loras player in double figumi&ing on six of his eight attempts for 12 points,
while Sottos finished with five of seven shots f6rpoints to lead the Bees.”

The 1981-82 season resulted in a split seasorofmhing, as Bob Mullen went 3-6 in the first nine
games before Doug Smith finished the season gd@r1 Mullen left to become athletic director la t
University of Southern Colorado. His assistantcboand Loras head baseball coach, Doug Smith, took
over the Duhawks. Prior to coming to Loras, Srhild been the head coach at lowa Wesleyan. Dan
Corken was named as assistant to Smith. CoacleMsiffinal victory was over Northeast Missouri
State.

The members of this team were Gene Smith, TroyrGjd@wayne Spraglin, George Lynch, Curtis
Evans, John O'Brien, Sly Bush, Steve Kramer, Jiiiffi@y John Curtis, Andy Kotlarz, Dick Mertens,
Rob Rudakas, Van Bakke, Rodney Roach, Jeff Hermsdrboug Goodmann. The biggest win of this
season was a double overtime win over St. Ambré4el09 so described by Bill O’'Neill:

“Dick Mertens went in for a layup with 1:33 on tbleck Saturday night to give Loras a 109-109 tithwi
St. Ambrose and with 23 seconds remaining he depaat performance for a 111-109 lead. And, as the
Bees were looking to send the game into overtinuetiCEvans stole the ball with two seconds leftt
the victory for the Duhawks. ‘It was another clase, but we came out on top this time,” Coach Doug
Smith said. ‘We knew they were tough and our dwad a pretty rough go this week. Next season our
schedule will be different—no 19 road games to pl&mith started his five seniors in the seasdinal
game—regular starters Curtis Evans, John CurtisCampdain Mertens along with reserves George Lynch
and Doug Goodmann. The quintet build a 23-12 le=fdre he inserted five sophomores and before the
half, tossed in a freshman and junior. The varmmbinations built a 40-25 lead at intermission.

“The visitors didn't manage to forge in front urillatt Connell sank a pair of free throws for a @ll&ad
with 7:53 left, and from that point the Bees owiaedlpoint lead three times—the last at 101-97 with
5:57 left. Smith then brought back his season kiagers as a unit and they cut the deficit to- 103
before David Symkowski shot St. Ambrose back imfyd07-103. Then the veterans went to work for
Loras. Evans canned two from outside for a 1074k0@nd Dean Runyan retaliated for the Bees to set
up Mertens’ game-winning heroics. It was fittifgt the Duhawks should bow out on a winning note



after having played three games in three nightsaatodial of five this week. This was one of thasens
Smith platooned his units. ‘We had some good soes in there and we have the best freshman
player we’'ve ever had in Rob Rudakas,” Smith saite’ll fit right in with the group.” Mertens firghed
with 24 points to lead Loras while Evans had 2&keal7 and Curtis 12. Curtis finished his careith w
1,456 points (seventh on the all-time list) and®vmith 1,063 (18). The Bees (17-13) made it close by
sinking 43 free throws compared with seven for kpraho finished 11-16.”

The 1982-83 season was one of the greatest in basd®tball history. The Duhawks would win a
school record 29 games, go on to Kansas City andwo games in the NAIA Tourney, the best ever for
a Loras team. The members of this team, coach&bhyg Smith, assisted by Mike Jaskulski, were:
Troy Cicero, Jeff Valentine, Jeff Hermsen, Van BakRob Rudakas, Sly Bush, Dwayne Spraglin, Mike
Arnold, Andy Kotlarz, Scott Eisenbarth and Don Albeloras won 14 out of the first 15, includingaw
over the University of Dubuque and UW-PlattevillEhe only loss was to UW-Eau Claire. They won 13
out of 15 to end the season, one being over St.résaetfor the third time that year. Jeff Valentswered
16 points per game to lead the team while Jeff Bemfinished with 13 and six rebounds per game.

The road to Kansas City began with a hard fougkt 7 6vertime victory over Westmar. Bill O'Neill,
long-timeTelegraph Herald sports writer, covered this road to K.C. and hisysincluded the following:

“Loras had to battle every inch of the way Wedngsught, but the Duhawks won the right to represent
District 15 in the NAIA National tournament at KassCity with a 76-71 overtime victory over Westmar
College in UD’s McCormick gym. The victory was tB@" against five losses for the Duhawks. Loras
led most of the first half and by the midpoint loétperiod gained a 21-5 lead on a Troy Cicero liaske
When Cicero and Jeff Valentine put together baekeok field goals, the lead spread to 29-22 wiflD6:
remaining. Loras seemed to have it all togethénexbutset of the final period when Dwayne Spragli
Cicero, Jeff Hermsen and Bakke all contributed tsaia pull the Duhawks out to a 48-39 lead lesa tha
five minutes into the half. Hermsen finished wath points to lead Loras’ balanced offense and 3iprag
added 17. Valentine, who became th& fitayer in school history to score more than 50@tsdn a
season in the win over Marycrest, chipped in wBhafhd Cicero 10. Valentine upped his season tiotal
530.”

Loras opened the first round in Kansas City wiBbar8 victory over William Carey College. Jeff
Valentine led three Loras players in double figuweh 23 points, followed by Hermsen 15 and Cicero
12. One of the all-time great Loras victories vabaccur the following night as Loras defeated Salem
(W.Va.) 67-65. Bill O'Neill reported the followinffom K.C.: “Loras College came up with another
school first Wednesday night as the Duhawks advwatwéne quarterfinals of the NAIA national
basketball tournament with a 67-65 win over Salé¥nYa.) College. It was the first time in Six tip

that Loras was able to post two wins in the nafiomeet. Coach Doug Smith’'s Duhawks displayed all
the poise of a winning team as they rallied fro/8gpoint deficit in the last 12 minutes to pull de

win. Once again the bench proved its value asRatakas sank two free throws to ignite the spadk an
Sly Bush swished the net with the winning baskehive seconds left in the game. ‘| was goingéd
the ball to Troy (Cicero),’ Bush explained aftee tiiame. ‘But the guy guarding me sagged back on me
so | saw the chance to penetrate, and put theipall

“The Duhawks (28-5) led only twice, at 2-0 and 144til the game winner, and were down 51-38 with
12:10 left in the game when Rudakas started theebagk. The Duhawks outscored the Tigers 10-2 to
pull within four on Jeff Hermsen'’s follow-up of aissed shot that made it 53-49 with 8:47 on thekcloc
Cicero and Hermsen wrapped field goals around grieebette before Andy Williams hit an eight-foot
jumper from the left side for a 63-55 advantagén\gid3 remaining, and Daryl Pearson connected avith
pair of free throws for Salem.



“Jeff Valentine narrowed the deficit with a freediv and Cicero followed with a driving layup andsva
fouled by Bryson on the play. He added the freevitand the Duhawks were down 65-59. Andy

Kotlarz hit a ten-foot jumper and Cicero again werfor a layup to make it 65-63. Salem againezill

time, and when play resumed, 7-0 Ron Moore wastbbly Hermsen and had a chance to give the Tigers
an eight point lead. However, Moore, a 45 persanbter from the line, missed both attempts and
Hermsen drove for a layup and the tying basket &vifi2 remaining. After a missed shot by Legette, t
Duhawks got the rebound at 1:18, took time outy tta@ the clock down to 14 seconds before taking
another timeout to set the stage for Bush’s winming pointer.”

This outstanding season would end with a 74-71tlo§ort Hays, Kansas, at Kemper Arena. Loras
trailed by as much as 15 points in the secondamalfwas never able to catch up although they gé%1o
41. Hermsen paced Loras with 21 and Spraglini@ibwith 14. Smith had no complaints over the
Duhawks play as he reported to O’Neill followingthame: ““We outscored them from the field 31-25,
and out-rebounded them 23-22, but their play forehto a lot of foul traps, and they respondetth wi
24 points from the line.”

On July 1, 1982, Dr. Kevin White would become diceof athletics at Loras. Dr. White, now the
director of athletics at Duke University, wouldrmiabout a major change in Loras basketball as the
NCBT (National Catholic Basketball Tournament) bmeaa “highlight” in the next 14 seasons. The first
National Catholic Invitational Tournament (NCIT) svheld in 1949 hosted by Regis College. As | have
reported in earlier sections, Loras participatethis event until it ceased to exist in 1952.

Jane Specht, long-time member of the athletic gthif took over the NCBT in 1991, wrote a research
paper regarding the development of the NCBT at & dmavhich she stated the following: “The
tournament was revived by Loras College in Dubutm&a, under the direction of Dr. Kevin White.

“Plans to resurrect the National Catholic Baskéfbalirnament began in December 1982. The original
mission of the National Catholic Basketball Toureatwas to promote Catholic higher education and
small Catholic college basketball. This remairesrtiission today. The mission statement was adopted
by the key organizers and, after numerous meetthgd\\CBT became a reality in January 1984.

“The brand of competition, due to the kinds oftingions represented, is one of scholar-athledé pig

time win-at-all-costs athletics,” states Dr. KeVithite, Loras College Director of Athletics, in lhistial
invitation letter to Anheuser-Busch, Coors, Milland Huber brewing companies inviting them to
underwrite the tournament sponsorship. Respoosethie beer companies was encouraging, however,
only Anheuser-Busch, Inc., of St. Louis, Missotwpk on the challenge of financial sponsorship (/hi
Letter to Brewers). Once the sponsorship was &eddyy Anheuser-Busch, the committee of organizers
met and drew up a budget to submit to AnheuseriBugctotal budget of $19,050.00 was drafted and
Anheuser-Busch generously gave a sum of $18,500r86.balance would be made up by the ticket and
souvenir sales.

“Dr. White wrote to all small Catholic colleges bebing to the NAIA or NCAA at the Division Il orlll
level, about 200-220 schools. The goal was taffleld of sixteen men’s and sixteen women’s teams
The response was overwhelming, as over seventieairs answered with an affirmative. From the
responses, a desired field of 32 teams (16 menld @&rwomen’s) was attained.

“A committee made up of executive director Dr. Ke\WWhite, Ms. Janice Leiser, Mr. Francis ‘Chip’
Murray, Mr. Roger Klosterman and Mr. Ron Kircho#haloped a team of chairpersons who would be
responsible for the operations of the entire toongrat. The committees included Sites/Facilities,
Hospitality/Ceremony, Finance, Programs, Markefmngmotions, Concessions, Seeding, Officials,
Publicity, AllF-American Selection, and Host/Sponét®84 NCBT program). An advisory board of local



and national names was organized for the purpoadwife and ability to make connections with naion
name brand sponsors such as manufacturers ofaoalishoes. This board provided an impressive input
in the renewed tournament.

“The 1984 NCBT was the first tournament of its dizdield both men’s and women’s teams. The format
was a men’s tournament to be held January 5-8,,H9@&#la separate women’s tournament to be held
January 12-15, 1984. Each team participating wasamteed a dollar amount to assist them in their
expenses. In addition, a team of sponsors froncdh@nunity of Dubuque was developed to supply
meals for each team. The development of this ‘spomprogram was an added attractions and prowed, a
the tournament grew, to be very popular among #meqgpants.”

The 1983-84 team would complete the season wigitard of 20-10. Among the players on this team
were Jeff Valentine, Andy Kotlarz, Rob Rudakasf Bisfrmsen and Van Bakke, along with Troy Cicero
who would score his 108iQoint with a free throw in a victory over St. Arolse. In a victory over

Briar CIiff, Valentine scored 19, Cicero 13 and hleen 16. During a 67-61 win over Coe, Valentine
scored 19, Cicero 17 and Hermsen 11. Jeff Valepértransfer from the University of Nebraska, edor
983 points and secured 374 rebounds in two yearsvas selected as a unanimous first team All-Iistri
selection. Hermsen, Bakke and Cicero received itadxe® mention.

The first NCBT was held January 5-8 and includedn® from fourteen states and the District of
Columbia. Loras defeated Rosary and Cabrini irfitasetwo games before falling to St. Xavier and
Belmont Abbey. In the victory over Rosary Valeetscored 23 and Bakke 9. They followed this win
with a win over Cabrini, with Hermsen scoring 14lafalentine 22. In a 64-61 loss to St. Xavier,
Valentine scored 20 and Hermsen 14. In the BelrAbbky loss, Valentine and Kotlarz each scored 13
to lead the Duhawks. This marked the final yeaMi@st Dubuque product Jeff Hermsen who completed
his outstanding career at Loras with 1165 points.

Loras lost the final game of the season to Mt. Meb©-48, and, following that game, Doug Smith
resigned his Loras position to become head coabtt.dilarty College in South Dakota. Mike Jaskulski
was appointed head coach and Steve Krafcisin assist

The 1984-85 team would complete the season wigterd of 19-10, winning eight out of the final ten.
Veterans Valentine, Rudakas, Eisenbarth, Dick Bagih and Rovansek were joined by junior college
transfers Curly “Boo” Johnson and Keith Sindbetgng with freshman Kevin Heilers. Following
graduation, Boo Johnson would go on to play forlaglem Globetrotters and also to serve in an
administrative role. In the 1985 NCBT wins werearled over Viterbo and Mercy College, followed by
losses to Christian Brothers and Belmont Abbeya imid-season 74-69 victory over Luther Sindberg
scored 20 and Rudakas 15. Loras qualified foNRABA District playoffs defeating Mount Mercy in the
opening round 68-57, with Rudakas scoring 20 ppbitsdberg 17, and Breitbach and Eisenbarth 10
each, before losing to Marycrest in the finals 76a6th Sindberg scoring 20, Rovansek 16 and
Breitbach 15.

The 1985-86 team would return starters Eisenbadimson, Sindberg, Breitbach and Rovansek, along
with help from Kevin Heilers and Chip Moore. Thegn eleven out of twelve games during mid season
with the lone loss being to Ambrose, 77-73. Thefedted the Bees, 75-52, in a game played at the
Fieldhouse late in the season. During the NCBY tledeated Notre Dame of California 55-51, Sindberg
scoring 16 and Rovansek 14. They also defeatedt@inr Brothers, with Breitbach scoring 12 and
Sindberg 13, before losing to Belmont Abbey, 3818ifh Rovansek scoring 12. The final game of the
'86 tourney was a 55-43 loss to Cabrini. Dick Bryach would leave Loras after his junior year to
complete his studies at lowa State. | was prowg#othis former Duhawk play in a Big Eight tourney
game against the Missouri Tigers in Kansas City.



The 1986-87 season marked the return of Lorasetéotiva Conference and the three-point goal was
introduced to Duhawk basketball. This team wouldude Chip Moore, Willie Brown, Shane Ripley,
Doug Wagemester, Bob Derouin, Greg Rovansek, Daredl) Randy Busiel, Kevin Heilers and Rick
Creger. The first year in the lowa Conferenceltedun an overall record of 11-15, including 5ihlhe
conference. Coach Jaskulski's team scored a yicgr Simpson with Derouin scoring 18 and Daniel
18, and over Luther, with Derouin scoring 28 anahieb20.

Dick Vitale gave the keynote address for the NCBd@ this inspired the Duhawks to victories over

St. Mary’s (Michigan) and St. Xavier with DerouindaRovansek leading the scoring for the Duhawks.
They would lose the final two games of the NCBBtoThomas Aquinas and Cabrini, a game in which
Daniel, Rovansek and Creger would each score 1®anouin 16. This tourney marked a remarkable
scoring effort for Bob Derouin. The product of Hestead High School and transfer from Wisconsin
LaCrosse scored 100 points. If one looks bacl@d®dlyou will find that Herman “Babe” Derouin, Bab’
father, was an All-lowa Conference player for Loras

The 1987-88 season would be the final one for cdéikk Jaskulski. He was joined on the bench by
assistant Brad Soderberg who came to Loras fromHmyres State (Kansas). Team members included
Mike Breitbach, Chris Jans, Willie Brown, Pat SvdbpShane Ripley, Doug Wagemester, Dan Allen,
Todd Squires, Dave Daniel, Rich Creger and Keviitdde The Duhawks would have a season record of
15-11, including 9-7 in the lowa Conference. Ohtheir main early season victories was over

St. Ambrose. Following is a part of the descriptis presented by Hal Lagerstrom in the T.H.: &sor
fine-tuned its outside shooting in the second Wattdnesday to hand arch-rival St. Ambrose a 68-56
setback in a college basketball game at the FiagdeCenter. The Duhawks, who improved to 3-1, shot
only 39 percent in the first half but took a 31i@&rmission lead on the strength of solid defertk,

led by five early in the second half when WillieoBm and Dan Allen connected on back-to-back three-
point baskets. That swelled the Loras lead to&&+&1 the Duhawks threatened to make it a runaway a
bit later in the period when 6-foot-7 forward DdYaniel scored three straight baskets and ShaneyRipl
canned a 17-footer in an 8-0 burst. That widehedyaip to 58-40 with a little less than eight masut
remaining.”

Two important victories were scored over Buenad/astd Wartburg late in the season. In the
Buena Vista victory Dan Allen scored 16 and Wilimwn 10. Dave Daniel scored 22 in the victory
over Wartburg.

Joe B. Hall, former head coach of Kentucky, vistieel NCBT as a member of the national broadcasting
crew. Loras opened the NCBT with a hard fough6884ctory over Rosary College. Mike Breitbach
made four of five free throws late in the gamentsure this victory. His late game action was so
described by Jon Tibbetts in the T.H.: “After fiogl out with 44 seconds left Thursday night, Loras
College’s Dan Allen had a few words for freshmaamtenate Mike Breitbach, his replacement. ‘I
grabbed Mike and told him to take control of thengaand win it for us,” Allen said. Loras led Rosar
College by two points at the time. Breitbach mbue of five free throws in the final 38 secondshtp

lift Loras to a 68-63 victory in an NCBT first-rodrgame at the Loras Fieldhouse. ‘He was justdryin
give me a little confidence since it was my firségsure game,’ said Breitbach of Allen, who scared
team-high 18 points before fouling out. ‘That jhstped break the ice a little bit.”

The Duhawks would defeat Siena Heights in roundwitb Daniel scoring 19 and Allen 12, before
losing to St. Francis 56-49 in the semifinals. yriv@uld come back to beat Christian Brothers 54rR51
the consolation finals as Daniel, named to theNXIIBT team, scored 16. Christophe Santamaria paid
tribute to the '87-'88 team with the followirlgprian article: “Defensively ranked" ranked 8 in free
throw shooting in the NCAA DIll, leading the lowafiference in these categories, stirring the NCAA



and IIAC record keepers are some of the many aclisimpents achieved by Mike Jaskulski's men’s
basketball team.

“Despite a & place finish, a 9-7 mark (15-11 overall), coacskildski did not hesitate to qualify the
season as a ‘remarkable turnout.” But he addddlihano means are the coaches or players satisfied
Better and bigger things are ahead for this baskdgmam.” This year’'s squad was really young,akhi
explains a lot of inconsistency. In the top eipllatyers five were sophomores. Leading the grougwe
seniors David Daniel, Kevin Heilers and Willie BrowJaskulski's comments: ‘Daniel, named to the
first team All Conference, was the top scorer aiwbunder throughout the year. He was the one we
looked to at critical times. Heilers anchored defense. He is now in the top 15 of the Lorasialé
rebounder’s list. All year long Brown was the é¢gdhon defense. He set the tone for pressurden t
front.”



Part V
Brad Soderberg 1988-1992
John Lembezeder 1993-1999
Chad Walthall 2000-2006
Greg Gorton 2007-present

Brad Soderberg took over Loras basketball to b 988 season, along with assistant coaches Jay
Dull and Brian Remsburg. His first Duhawk teanddsWillie Brown, Chris Jans, Shane Ripley, Pat
Svoboda, Mike Breitbach, Adam Rapp, Dan Allen, Diavaniel, Gary Heilers, Doug Wagemester, Todd
Squires and Dan Shannon. They won nine out ofjdéemes at one point, including lowa Conference wins
over the University of Dubuque, William Penn, Uppewra, Simpson and Wartburg.

The NCBT welcomed Senator Bill Bradley as a speguaist as the Duhawks would defeat Caldwell in
their first game with Dan Allen scoring 15, onlyltse the second game to Viterbo, Wagemester 14,
Daniel 12 and Creger 11.

Willie Brown and Dave Daniel were the only seniorsthis team and Christine Reichert, writinglre
Lorian, welcomed Daniels to the 1000 Point Club: “In 19dth the beginning of basketball at Loras
College, teams only scored over three hundred péantan entire season. Over the years things did
change. It was not until the 1930s that it was mom for teams to score over 500 points in a seasunh,
not until 1941 that Loras had its first team brédak 1,000 mark. It was not until the end of Jim Mb€'s
four-year career in 1951 that Loras had its firstmber of the 1000 Point Club, with 1,772 points.

“In the eighty year history of Loras College basledt only twenty-five men have reached over 1,000
points in their careers. Dave Daniel, a seniokétisll player for Loras College, will leave Loras a
member of a group that few players will ever joibave Daniel only played basketball at Loras foe¢h
years, but in those three years he scored 1,0Tspol hese points not only placed him in the togrty-
five, but also ranked him Z@verall in Loras basketball history.

“In addition to scoring over 1,000 points, Danielswalso placed among the top in scoring for asingl
season, percentage for scoring in a single seasbnaaeer rebounding. Daniel’s yearly point avesag
have entered him into the top 75 scorers since-#241In 1986-87, Daniel averaged 12.8 points per
game, ranking him 78 and last season, he averaged 17.8 points per, gaméng him 18. Daniel

entered into the top 75 for most points scoredsimgle season since 1941-42. He found his spot at
number 27 with 465 points which he scored durirsglt9i87-88 season at Loras. With his career
rebounds, Daniel is placed at number 16 in Lora®hi. We are proud to welcome Dave as a member of
this elite group and wish him nothing but the bedtis future endeavors.”

The 1989 team went 14-11 with a conference recbid &. This squad included Mike Collins, Chris
Jans, Mark Franzen, Kevin Miller, Mike BreitbacthaBe Ripley, Dan Allen, Brad Morrow, Doug
Wagemester, Keith Snelson, Gary Heilers, Rick Gregéch Doyle, Dan Shannon and Tom Mulcrone.
Coach Soderberg’s team would lose an overtime dartiee University of Dubuque, but later in the
season scored a 74-57 victory over U.D. with Cragering 19 points. Rick Creger would score 1092
points during his excellent career at Loras to dédgrplace in the 1000 Point Club. He lead thésrte

with a 16.7 scoring average along with over sboretds per game. Dan Allen completed his senior yea
with 82 career three-point goals and Doug WagemdS8i& career rebounds.

The 1990 NCBT would welcome Loras graduate TomaMilcurrent attorney general for the State of
lowa, along with Tom Harkin, lowa U.S. senatorspecial guests. Loras defeated St. Mary’s of
Michigan 53-51 in the opening round with Cregensap19, followed by a 62-57 victory over



Siena Heights, Jans 19 and Creger 15. The Duhawitkl lose the third game to Viterbo 59-56 with
Creger scoring 20 and Wagemester 19.

The 1990-91 Duhawks included incoming freshmen Rdgeling, Dave Willock, Kevin Schermerhorn,
Michael Ortiz, Steven Tinch, Jamie Conrad, Jermbédagis and Joe Carter. They compiled a season
record of 17-8, including 11-5 in the lowa Conferenwinning ten out of the final thirteen games.
Victories included wins over Simpson and Wartbargg two over Luther. A highlight of the season was
Chris Jans scoring his 100point during a win over Buena Vista. Jans woulors 1206 during his
career. Mark Chandler described his efforts iolaan story: “Scoring 1,000 points in a college
basketball career is a feat that is accomplishé&dlmna few. Senior Chris Jans is now one of those
proud few.

“Jans scored his 1,00@areer point in the second half of last Fridayisg against Buena Vista. This
was a true milestone for Jans, who is a team ldamtbron and off the court. Freshman Joe Carteaha
very high opinion of his teammate, noting his skilk a team leader. ‘Chris knows the system kbter
anyone else | know,” said Carter. ‘He has notlmagative to say, everything is always phrased in a
positive attitude.” This positive attitude Jans heflects on each and every one of his teammatkslao
the head basketball coach, Brad Soderberg.

“Soderberg doesn't like to think about how manynt®iJans has scored, only how many points he will
score the next game. ‘Each player has a diffematon the team,” Soderberg explained. ‘Jan® i®ko
score points!” One might wonder what makes Chaisss0 competitive and good on the basketball court
Coach Soderberg had a response for that queséigings (Jans) loves pressure.” This is one elentieat
makes Jans so much better than the rest of theetiiop.”

In a January 12 victory over Central, 103 to 96ri€hans scored 49 points, connecting for ten three
point shots which was a conference record at tima&t. t | remember this game well, as | attended wiyh
son-in-law with the purpose of showing him the Dukadhree-point artist. | believe Chris missed his
first couple of attempts, but | informed my sonlamy that Chris would warm up and we were not
disappointed.

Loras opened the NCBT with a 94-77 victory over &gwith Jans scoring 20 and Snelson 20. They
followed with a 82-67 win over St. Rose, Jans 20 @nllins and Snelson each 17. The following night
Loras would lose a three-overtime game to Xavie®26 | believe that | attended every NCBT game
played by the Loras men’s and women'’s teams asdahs, without a doubt, one of the toughest losses.
Brad Soderberg so described it ifiehegraph Herald story written by Craig Reber.

“Loras College men’s coach Brad Soderberg probatoly't forget Saturday’s triple overtime loss to
Xavier University in the National Catholic Baskdtbeournament semifinals. The 1,752 fans who
watched the game probably won't forget it eith€he Duhawks fell 96-92 to a Gold Rush team that
pushed Viterbo to two overtimes before losing 874r88unday’s finals. In all, there were 55 perdona
fouls called (seven players fouled out includinggehDuhawks) and 76 free throws shot. Just when yo
thought it was time to turn the lights off and guoe, a player from either side made a big plays fa&

as effort, excitement, turns in events and plags ¢buld have turned the game around and plays that
turned the game around, from that standpoint itavagcredible game,’ said Soderberg. It was the
Duhawks’ seventh trip to the semifinals. Loras heger played in the championship game.

“We have stacked up man for man with opponents imhmy estimation had more talent and when it
gets down to a triple overtime or a game as clesewas, | can’t question anything that happenad.
made free throw here, a tip-in there, all that widudwve put us in the finals,” Soderberg said hink it's
just a game that we lost by a close margin inpetovertime period.” Soderberg said the team was



down, ‘as down as I've ever seen them this yeéter ghe loss. The Duhawks don’t have much time to
think about it, though. They return to the lowan@wence wars Thursday to host city rival Universit
Dubuque.”

The 1991-92 team would go 16-10, with a record®61n the lowa Conference. They defeated the
University of Dubuque twice and, in a loss to Siopsloe Carter scored 26 points. In a 98-71 wctor
over the University of Dubuque, Snelson led Loréth @6 and Mike Ortiz totaled 25 with seven out of
nine three-point shots. In my view the best vigtofrthis season was an NCBT second-round 69-62
victory over St. Ambrose. These historic rivalaygd their first game in 1912-13, a 24-18 victoyyS.
Joseph'’s (Loras) College. They have played 141egdatrough the years, with Loras winning 83. | may
have missed a result, which | doubt, but | beliaase two teams have not played each other siixe th
NCBT game. | was on the seeding committee atithis and we were hoping for a Loras-Ambrose
matchup in the second round. The game was watkitbes! by Scott Wingert in thEelegraph Herald:

“Every time an obstacle awaited Loras, the answarecup three. The Duhawks turned to an old friend,
the three-point shot, to help defeat St. AmbroSe6®, Thursday in the quarterfinals of the National
Catholic Basketball Tournament before 1,069 farioeas Fieldhouse. The victory clinched Loras’
eighth trip in nine year to the NCBT semifinalsheTDuhawks will face St. Xavier University, a 51-46
winner over top-seeded and two-time defending chamyiterbo College, at Five Flags Center Saturday
night. Loras made 12 of 23 shots from beyond tineet-point arc, including six in seven tries byob+9
senior guard Mike Collins. ‘(The 3-pointer) islisti big part of our offense,’ said Collins, whasest
critical jumper was a 23-footer from the left witlgat, coupled with a free throw, gave Loras a faue-
point play and a 61-53 lead with 3:38 remainingdras would go on in the NCBT to defeat St. Xavier
71-60, with Joe Carter scoring 26, to reach thaldifior the first time, only to lose to St. Marg$-53,
Collins scoring 14.

Brad Soderberg'’s final year at Loras would resultm overall record of 15-9, 10-6 in the lowa
Conference. This team included Jason Randl, Gayse, Mike Fitzgerald, Roger Teeling, Peter Moris,
Michael Ortiz, Jamie Conrad, Steven Tinch, Nickségn Keith Snelson, Tom Mulcrone, Jermaine Harris,
Joe Carter and Kevin Schermerhorn. Some of thaighgs of this season were a victory over Luther
with Ortiz scoring 16, an overtime win over Simpsuaith Chris Payne scoring 19, and 19 points by Joe
Carter in a victory over Upper lowa.

The NCBT opened with a win over St. Scholasticael&m scoring 27, followed by a loss to lllinois
Benedictine, and a victory over Rockhurst in thesmdation round. Keith Snelson would end his
excellent career with 1287 points.

Following the final game of the 1993 NCBT, senietd® Moris received a Bill Bradley Scholastic All-
American Award. | found it very difficult to covérO0 years of Loras basketball without a lot of bens
regarding points, rebounds, assists, etc. | wikidio pay a special tribute to the hundreds afalso
players who probably didn't find their names men&d. They traveled by train, station wagon, cas, b
etc., came back early from vacations for practjog,up for an 8:00 a.m. class, and appeared infegry
games. The best way to describe these individsiadssay they probably always sat closer to theewa
supply than to the coach. | am going to selectEEEMORIS as captain of the hundred-years men’s
reserve team. He appeared in a total of 25 ganes#, three for fifteen shooting and two for eleven
three-point attempts. During his senior year, lba the Rechenmacher Scholarship for Creativity and
was a finalist for the Faculty-Staff and St. Thorivézore Senior Awards.

John Lembedezer was named Loras coach in 19931 ciohe to Loras after being an assistant at
South Dakota State where he had received his M.A990. His assistants were Angres Thorpe and
Aaron Griess. His first squad included Anthony Beager Teeling, Kevin Schermerhorn, Jason Randl,



Michael Ortiz, Jamie Conrad, Paul Brenegan, Nicisé@a, Sean Doherty, Tom Kettmann, Joe Carter and
Mike Lambe who went on to score 1322 points indoiéege career. The 1993-94 team opened the
season winning seven out of their first eight. Jéwictories included an 83-74 win over Aurora with
Lambe scoring 27; a 73-61 win over Luther, Lamb#\@4, and the University of Dubuque, 78-71, with
24 points from Paul Brenegan. Their season regai17-8, 10-6 in the lowa Conference, and Mike
Lambe was named to the All-Conference team.

In the 1994 NCBT they opened with victories ovéindlis Benedictine, Lambe 21, and Siena Heights,
Brenegan 23. They played their way into the foine with an 85-75 victory over St. Joseph’s Maine,
before losing in the finals to St. Thomas Aquinasgite 24 points from Paul Brenegan.

The 1994-95 team started with three returningatariviike Lambe, Paul Brenegan and Kevin
Schermerhorn. Jason Randl and Mike Fitzgerald dveee plenty of action along with John Wiese, Sean
Doherty, Tom Kettmann, Brad Havertape and Lamat. Haénnis Geraghty joined the Duhawks as an
assistant coach. This team would go 15-10 in ¢las@n and 8 and 8 in the lowa Conference. They won
seven out of eight to open the season, includiregtm the NCBT, with victories over St. Scholaatic
Lambe and Schermerhorn each with 22; Edgewood, edfiband Cabrini 81-76, with Mike Lambe
scoring 38 points. Mike would score 104 pointsmyithe tourney and be named most valuable player.
For the second year Loras would lose the final gaime time to Viterbo as describedThe Lorian by

the sports information office: “The Viterbo Coleegnen earned their third NCBT title and the Mt. Mer
women won their second consecutive crown at th® Ngtional Catholic Basketball Tournament.

“Viterbo downed Loras 83-74 in the final game tedme only the second men’s team to win three
NCBT championships adding the 1995 crown to titkes in 1990 and '91. The Duhawks made their
second straight appearance in the finals but ielitof the title in spite of a Most Valuable Playe
performance by senior Mike Lambe (26 ppg).”

During the 1994-95 season Loras split with the ©rsity of Dubuque, losing 58-53 with Lambe scoring
22 and winning 95-74, Lambe 38 and Mike Fitzgefald They had a win over Luther on a last second
shot by Jason Randl, and a late three-point sh8rag Havertape gave the Duhawks a 60-58 win over
Upper lowa. In the victory over Luther Mike Lamjoined the 1000 Point Club, so described by Mary
Soltis inThe Lorian: “There were 15 minutes remaining in the secaafl Ht was the January 21 away
game at Luther College. Senior center Mike Lanmtrenected on a jumper and became the newest
addition to the Loras 1000 Point Club. Lambe &3t member, ranking Ilin NCAA scoring average.

“It was a good feeling,’ states Lambe, ‘few redbht goal and it's nice to get recognized.” Mikeism,
Audrey Lambe, student life secretary, believes Kikgeatest accomplishments are ‘first and foremost
completing his education...athletically, he surpassgedhy expectations.” Lambe transferred to Loras
before his junior year from the University of Dulmeq ‘Transferring for him was a huge adjustment
because at that time he had planned on finishilggeat UD. He worked with the coaching staff his
first year here, and Coach Lem was a big factongiping Mike adjust to Loras,’ said Mrs. Lambe.”

The 1995-96 Duhawks opened the season with Tormigeth as the only returning starter. Jason Randl
and Anthony Bea, along with transfer Jason Drisaoll freshman Jeremy Lukavsky, would play
important roles. They compiled a record of 14¢ding 9-7 in the lowa Conference. Loras opened the
season with a 74-68 victory over Lake Forest witts&ll scoring 25. One of their biggest lowa
Conference wins was an 83 to 82 overtime win ovanrtfal; Loras trailed by 24 points at one time but
came back to win behind 29 points by Randl andy2Dtiscoll.

The NCBT would see Loras advancing to the final gavith wins over Cardinal Stritch, Randl 21 and
Bea 17, and over Viterbo with Randl scoring 15rdsoclaimed an exciting 66-65 victory over Cabitini



the semifinal with Kettmann scoring 20 and freshrdaremy Lukavsky scoring two free throws with two
seconds remaining. The final game resulted in-85®ss to St. Xavier; in a strange ending Lukgvsk
was unable to connect at the free throw line witleé seconds remaining in this game.

The 1996-97 team completed the season with a reddrtl-13, including 8-8 in the lowa Conference.
The following players made large contributions dgrihis season: Jeremy Lukavsky, Anthony Bea,
Nick Buri, Jason Driscoll, Leon Costello, Tom Ke#tnm, Ben Kulczewski and Mark Mason.

In the lowa Conference Loras won twice over thevdrsity of Dubuque but lost to Upper lowa 48-45, a
game in which Tom Kettmann would score 12 points secure 13 rebounds. In a 76-68 overtime loss to
William Penn, Buri and Lukavsky each scored 16Jdnuary '97 the NCBT would stage its final 32-
game tournament, going to 16 games to open the-98%eason. In the opening round of the January
NCBT, Loras defeated Rosary, Lukavsky and Bea sacting 16, and won over Caldwell with 20 points
from Driscoll. The semifinal game loss to St. Xawvas very controversial as Loras led 72-69 with 1
seconds remaining, but somehow Nance from Xavikdf#o receive the inbound pass, let it roll up hi
back, but still scored a three-point goal to sér@game into overtime during which St. Xavier pileda
82-76. Jason Driscoll finished the season witd pdints per game average.

Coach Lembezeder welcomed back three starteredédt397-98 Duhawks—two-time All-Conference
player Jason Driscoll along with Jeremy Lukavskgt aron Costello. Nick Buri, Ben Kulczewski and
Brian Oswald were also scheduled to see a greabtlaation. Loras split two games with the Unisigy
of Dubuque, losing the first game with Lukavskyraeg 19, and winning the second, Driscoll scoriffg 2

The November 1997 sixteen-team NCBT resulted irstirbund victory over the University of Dallas,
Driscoll 20 and Wilson 15; a second round overtioss to St. Norbert’s, Driscoll, 21, and a thirdgs

win over Xavier 67-62 with Driscoll scoring 24. filBersch summed up the Duhawks’ efforts with the
following report inThe Lorian: “It took an overtime loss to keep the Duhawks @ittheir fourth

National Catholic Basketball Tournament champigmgj@ime, but the Loras men bounced back to finish
in third place. Loras was led throughout the tamment by senior standout Jason Driscoll, who was
named to his second straight All-NCBT Tournameatrte

“Driscoll let the Duhawks averaging 21.6 pointsaang and also pulled down 16 rebounds. Freshman
Michael Wilson also contributed to the Duhawk efffoutting in 50 points in the three games. ‘Statew
both Driscoll and Wilson had the biggest contribng and that will probably be the case most of the
year,” head coach John Lembezeder said. ‘But weottzer big contributions, especially off the bench
and it wasn’'t always the same person.’

“Mark Maxson came off the bench in the Xavier gaoering seven points and pulling down two
rebounds. Freshmen Terry Rukas and Lon Heinkelgdse the Duhawks much needed depth off the
bench. Rukas scored nine points and had 18 resamtiHeinkel had 13 points and eight rebounds in
the tournament.”

Jason Driscoll would end his excellent career aasavith several outstanding efforts in the 1997-98
season, including six out of eight three-point slhiring a 95-83 win over Central, and in the figamne
of the season he scored 52 points against Coeecting on 16 out of 24 shots. He was one of thet.0
greats, scoring 1533 total points in his career.

The 1998-99 team would go 10-15 with an 8-12 re@ottie lowa Conference. Coach Lembezeder
would welcome the following main prospects for ttiam: Nick Buri, Mike Wilson, Lon Heinkel, Kelly
Lefevour, Mario Golden, and Nate Kiewiet, and tfans Larry Moore and Alex Wonio. They opened
the season with an NCBT victory over Edgewood shat by Mike Wilson with 1.2 seconds remaining.



Wilson would score 21 to lead the Duhawks. Thewuldidose the second round game to St. Norbert’s
and also the consolation game to Xavier.

The most difficult conference loss for this teanswighree-overtime game to Wartburg 95-93. In this
contest Moore scored 34 and Wilson 31. They split the University of Dubuque, winning 70-60 and
losing 56-55. They scored a 72-66 victory overr@trwith Buri scoring 16.

The 1999-2000 season resulted in a record of diig 5-15 in the conference. Coach Lembezeder
depended upon the following during this seasonblRoStran, Alex Wonio, Larry Moore, Mario
Golden, Carlos Agnello, Mike Wilson, Lon Heinkelely Lefevour and Brian Feldott.

They opened the season with NCBT victories oveNBtbert's and Edgewood with Mike Wilson and
Carlos Agnello leading the scoring, but they Ibst inal game of this eight-team tourney to Siena
Heights 70-54 with Mike Wilson scoring 21. lowar@erence victories included two over the University
of Dubuque and one each over Central, Upper lowlaCaornell. This was to be the final year for Coach
Lembezeder as he left to enter private busineBaibuque and was replaced by Chad Walthall in May of
2000.

Chad Walthall took over the Loras program in 2000-8e received his B.A. degree from Concordia
College and his M.S. from St. Cloud State. His pasition prior to the Loras appointment was dasis
coach at Eastern Michigan University. His assistaaches included Greg Heiar and Dennis Geraghty,
along with Brad Vanden Boogaard. The 2001 teaisHad with a record of 12-13, including 11-9 in the
lowa Conference. The Duhawks would start the seasitnout Mike Wilson and Larry Moore from the
previous season. Walthall's returning team inctl@arlos Agnello, Kelly Lefevour, Lon Heinkel,
Terrence Oxendine and Brian Feldott, along withgfars Joel Cornilsen and Chris Workman.

They opened the season with an NCBT win over Stolastica, followed by losses to Benedictine and
Mt. Mercy. The biggest lowa Conference win wad &9 victory over Wartburg, a game in which Loras
lost a 28-point lead only to come back in overtbm&vin. Workman scored 25 and Heinkel 17 in this
contest. They defeated Simpson with Heinkel sgoti® and they also won two games over the
University of Dubuque.

Walthall's second season at Loras resulted in @madiwecord of 15-12, going 11-7 in the lowa
Conference. This team included Travis WilliamshBie Stran, Bobby Stineman, Brian Feldott, Chris
Workman, Matt Uthoff, John Gilbert, Chris Kilburdpel Cornilsen and Jeff Ludovissy.

The conference season included a win over Uppea,l@ernilsen 29; over the University of Dubuque,
Williams 22, and over Central with Ludovissy scgrizil. They suffered a 76-74 loss to Coe as Uthoff
scored 19. This was the final year for the NCBd haras opened with a victory over Edgewood but
then lost to Benedictine and Cabrini. In the tesskes Workman led Loras in scoring with 17 and 23
points.

The NCBT tourney deserves an entire review, bubdlel like to present a few comments about this
event, based upon a review of the 18 programs ghaadi over the years. We need to point first to the
three directors who deserve much of the credit,elgndr. Kevin White who started this tourney,
followed by Jan Leiser and Jane Specht. If oneddle time to review any of the outstanding pnogra
prepared by the athletic department and sportsnrdgton over the 18 years, you realize the scophisf
operation. | noted in one publication that ovedif@erent sponsors in the city of Dubuque had gthc
ads in this program. | did not count the otheb@i7am sure the number was just as great.



| spent 40 years at Loras and never experience@éwamyt which had as much community, faculty and
staff support. This was mostly due to the effoftthe three directors. To quote from one of tharly
programs “The NCBT is more than just a basketloailinament. The NCBT has been as much about
people as it has been about basketball. Over 6Qate and individual sponsors have generously
donated time and resources to make each of theamamts a roaring success. As for basketball the
NCBT has offered over 10,000 participants a chaoegsit Dubuque and has given the city some great
basketball moments.”

During the 18 years of this event, the following&® players were named to the All-Tournament team:

Carlos Agnello—1999 David Daniel—1988 Mike Lambe99%

Dick Breitbach—1986 Bob Derouin—1987 Jason Rant®96

Paul Brenegan—1994 and 1995  Jason Driscoll—1997 eg Bovansek—1986 and 1987
Joe Carter—1994 January and November Keith Sneld@93-

Mike Collins—1992 Chris Jans—1991 Jeff Valentine384

Rick Creger—1990 Tom Kettmann—21996 Mike Wilson—299

Coach of the Year—NCBT Most Valuable Player—NCBT

Brad Soderberg—1992 Mike Lambe—1995

The 2002-03 team had a record of 17-10, includihg in the lowa Conference. They were led by Jeff
Ludovissy, Travis Williams, Brian Feldott, Matt Wi, Joel Cornilsen, Dwayne Penn, Pete Silvestdi an
Mats Nordin. They opened the season with victasiess Robert Morris and Fontbonne University with
Ludovissy scoring 18 in each game, and DePauwtiasr&an totaled 17. lowa Conference wins
included two over the University of Dubuque, onavimich Matt Uthoff scored 32 points and also a
victory over Buena Vista in which Williams score8l. LJoel Cornilsen had an outstanding year in
rebounding, including 17 in one game. The Duhagedified for the lowa conference tourney,
defeating Simpson in the first round with 19 froeff Ludovissy, but losing to Buena Vista in roumei
with 21 points from Stineman and 12 rebounds froondi.

The 2003-04 team went 16-10 including 9-7 in theddonference. They won important non-
conference games over Clarke College with Scottagl&n scoring 17 and Wisconsin-Platteville with 15
from Greg King. In conference play they defeateariurg with 15 from Matt Murray and Coe on 20
points from Ludovissy. They lost at Simpson desfR Ludovissy points. The Duhawks won five
straight games at the end of the season beforeglésiCoe 68-64 in the first round of the lowa
Conference tourney, despite 22 points and 12 redsfrom Dwayne Penn.

The 2004-05 season brought about the best lowae@zmde record since Loras rejoined the league,
namely 12-4 with an overall record of 18-8. ThehBwks were led by Jeff Ludovissy, J. R. Redovan,
Greg King, Jimmy Ernst, Matt Murray, Pete Silveaind Kyle White. The non-conference season
included a 78-73 loss to Clarke with Ludovissy sapil8 and also a loss to Redlands University of
California 151-147 although Ludovissy scored 26iey defeated Mt. Mercy with Ludovissy again
leading the scoring with 29 points. At one polryt would win five straight conference games initigd
one over Simpson, Ernst scoring 24, and Centrdl 28tfrom King. Later in the season they defeéted
University of Dubuque with White scoring 22 befdéosing to Luther in the lowa Conference tourney 79-
74 in overtime despite 28 by Ludovissy.

The 2005-06 team would go 17-9 during the seasdnding 10-6 in the lowa Conference. The
highlight of this season was an 11-game winningadtr beginning with a win over Aurora College, Luke
Slater scoring 20, and ending with a victory overr@ll with Slater again leading the scoring with 1
Important contributions during this season were atgeived from Greg King, Bobby Stineman, Kyle



White, Scottie Braden, Brian Centella and Jake OBthring a victory over Luther, King scored 22 and
in one over Central Braden had 22. The Duhawkmagalified for the conference tourney only todos
to Simpson 78-68 despite 16 from Kyle White.

The 2006-07 season was truly an historic one foasdasketball as they would win the lowa Confezenc
with a record of 15-1 and go on to become the f&ain to represent Loras in the Division Il towrne

The team centered around Brian Centella, Kyle Whité&e Slater, Ricky Kolze and Jake Oeth, along
with reserve Scottie Braden. This took me baakyocollege days of 1947-51 and Rohan, Moskal,
Ternes, Skraby and McCabg&his was truly a teamand | am happy to have watched them play. This
season also marked the final game in the Loras@®lFieldhouse, played on a bad winter night. 4 wa
able to attend only because of help from a fellewC8lumbkille parishioner. As | watched this garhe,
could only recount the hundreds of games | havetihagleasure of watching in this historic place.

The final game and the league title was descrilye@lbte Campbell in th&elegraph Herald. Part of the
game story was as follows: “One sequence symbotlzegersistence of Loras College in its
championship season. Kyle White took a hard fondzeick to the face and regrouped with one shake of
his head. Blurry-eyed, White still located Lukat8f driving to the hoop and fed him a bounce paests
Slater turned into a running layup that furtheuiresl the Duhawks’ lead with three minutes left in
Saturday night's lowa Conference Tournament changhiip game. White’s play exemplified Loras’
relentless attitude Saturday night: They’'d conteféw to let up now.

“After years of IIAC Tourney letdowns, near-mis$e=sartbreaks, the Duhawks learned how to dance
Saturday night. They outshot, outhustled and aygd five-time defending IIAC Tourney champion
Buena Vista for 40 minutes in a commanding 77-@2oviy that earned Loras its first NCAA Division IlI
Tournament berth. It was a storybook finish toEh#awks’ best season since their NAIA heydays of
the 1980s.

“After the game, Loras students stormed the cauitraobbed coach Chad Walthall in bear hugs, and
Duhawk players cut down the nets, with senior gi&ottie Braden cutting the final threads, in lkiie
final game in Loras Fieldhouse history. ‘We’ve hekie (to go to the tourney for a while),” junior
forward Kyle White said. ‘I'm glad to be part ¢f i Loras (20-6) will find out its first-round toney
opponent destination Monday morning.

“I'm proud of them for a lot of things, but thedgest thing I'm proud of them for is the way they'v
handled success,’ said Walthall, whose balancesdrdlub lacks a scorer ranked among the leagug’s to
ten. ‘I've been in this thing (coaching) for 18aye in Divisions I, Il and Ill. This team is theost

humble group by far that I've ever coached. Thiegted every game like the last one didn’t matter.
That's why we're at this moment.’

“Loras won with its typical script: offensive balze. Guard Ricky Kolze swished a game-high 23
points, including four 3-pointers and Slater ad@i8dgboints as Loras put four players in double fgur
Brian Centella added 15 points and White turnetidin ‘That’s the trademark of our team. We're so
balanced we can count on a different guy everytrstgpping up for us,’” Kolze said.”

It was only proper that the final Fieldhouse ganmaild result in an lowa Conference tourney
championship victory for the Loras College Duhawks.

This remarkable season would end with an overtisa838loss to St. John's, Collegeville, Minnesota.
This was a difficult loss as St. John’s scoredwitaing goal in the final seconds. Ricky Kolze leatas
with 23 points and Luke Slater secured eight rebdeurClete Campbell writing in the T.H. describled t
final shot. “Tyler Westman burned a bitter memang a fatal dagger into the heart of Loras College



Thursday night with a shot of brilliance. The &ihn’s senior guard buried a game-winning contested
25-foot fade-away 3-pointer with 2.4 seconds lefovertime to lift the Johnnies to a thrilling 83-8
NCAA Division lll first-round victory at Sexton Are in Collegeville, Minnesota. ‘It was kind of a
broken play,” Westman said. ‘I launched it up &ngent in.’

“Duhawks guard Ricky Kolze’s game-tying 3-pointeatipt at the OT buzzer fell short, ending the best
Loras season in 23 years. Westman was a humawofike show for St. John’s. He hit six treys—
shooting 6 for 11 from the arc—while dropping a galnigh 31 points. Westman’s game-winner was a
dream killer for Loras, which had fought its wayckdrom an 18-point first-half deficit. ‘It was$tian
unbelievable shot,” Duhawks coach Chad Walthad.s&ly goodness gracious. What are you going to
do in that situation?"”

Prior to the 2007-08 season, Chad Walthall woldedel oras to become an assistant at the Univessity
lowa. Greg Gorton, who had been an assistantratslsince 2003-04, was nhamed head coach. Greg
graduated from St. Thomas in 1991 with a degreedthematics and was a member of the St. Thomas
coaching staff for eight years before coming todsoHis first year at Loras resulted in a 22-7 réco
going 13-3 in the lowa Conference, winning the @oafce tourney and going to the Division IlI
tourney. The Duhawks were led by the starting if’@ake Oeth, Luke Slater, Kyle White, Ricky Kolze
and Brian Centella. Other members of this squaldided Matt Seaquist, Alex Brant, Jason Abbuhl,
Reggie Rowe, Pat Conrad, Kyle Sperfslage and Thafilis.

Loras opened the season in the new Athletic andnésd Center and, on this historic night, woula:los
to Clarke 84-71 in what was the 30@in for Clarke College coach Jon Davison. Cleten@bell
described this game in tAelegraph Herald. The following is a partial description of thiarge: “For
Clarke College coach Jon Davison, his 500 carees aie nothing but a number. But No. 500’s
sentimental value is priceless.

“On one of the most historic nights in Loras Co#ldzasketball history, Davison’s unconscious-shgotin
Crusaders stole the show and crashed the pattg ajpening of Loras’ dazzling new $16 million Atiite
and Wellness Center. DeMonte Bynum rained in aeghigh 26 points and dealt nine assists, and Clarke
shot a lights-out 92 percent over the first 11 rtéson their way to an 84-71 upset of the defentiing
Conference champions Friday night. ‘This was thegzt script for 500 for Coach,” Bynum said.

“Clarke forward Josh Bellaire was the first in liteewrap his coach in a congratulatory bear hudnier
500" career victory on the floor after the game. ‘Wamnted this bad,” said Clarke junior forward
Demarvis Russell, who had 19 points on 7-0f-9 sihgotThe low-key Davison, who announced before
the season that his '89ear of collegiate coaching would be his last, wase excited about the head-
turning upset of a Duhawks team ranked No. 8 ingyeeeason national NCAA Division Il poll meant
for his program. ‘It's not 500 so much,’ Davis@id ‘But the win tonight in a new gym against the
lowa Conference champion...that's what that win méans

The second game in the Wellness Center resultadass to Wheaton College 69-62, a team they would
meet again in the Division Il nationals. Lorasnv&3-3 during the lowa Conference schedule. The
three losses were two to Buena Vista and one tpSim At one point during the lowa Conference
schedule, they won nine in a row, including onerdkie U.D. with 17 points from Centella and over
Wartburg with White scoring 22. In the Conferetamarney, the Duhawks defeated Coe with 24 from
White, and won the tourney title with a 77-69 vigtat Buena Vista, 21 points from Jake Oeth. This
victory would send Loras to the Division Il tousne

In the first round of the Division Ill tourney, Las scored one of the greatest wins in Duhawksrlisto
when they defeated No. 2-ranked UW-Whitewater bihitast second three-point shot by Kyle White. 1



have followed Loras basketball since 1945, andhhssto rank as one of the five best wins of alkti
The following night Loras would lose for the secdimde in the season to Wheaton College. Luke
Pattarozzi described these two thrilling gamesaach 13, 2008, edition dfhe Lorian.

“Loras luck ran out in the second round of the NCB#ision Il National Tournament when the
Duhawks were ousted by Wheaton College in a 763iier last Saturday night at University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater, but not before pulling offeoof the biggest upsets in school history andén th
nation the night before.

“Last Friday night, in front of a near sold-out win Kachel Gymnasium, the Duhawks (22-7) shocked
all of Division Ill when they eliminated No. 2-ragét and Final Four hopeful UW-Whitewater (24-5) in a
71-70 win on the Warhawks’ home floor. Down by twith 15 seconds remaining, instead of going for
the tie, senior Kyle White pulled up from 25 featlawith a hand in his face, nailed a shot to pat t
Duhawks up by one. ‘Well, coach called a timeaud plays before and drew up some plans for certain
situations,” White said. ‘He told us if we gottas, to run an isolation with me at the point, #rdcan

set my feet to just stroke it. So that's whatd.dl would have to say that was the biggest shatve hit

in my career.’

“Whitewater had two open looks in the final few @eds to win it, but couldn’t convert before time
expired. It sent the Duhawk faithful into a frereythey rushed the court, while the home crowd
remained stunned. ‘You prepare yourself your wiitdefor games like that,” Head Coach Greg Gorton
said. ‘It was a game of strategy, one of thoseggawhere you try to keep four possessions aheti of
game. | felt it was important to go for a threeapshot, and (Kyle) made it. It was a great game one
that will forever be one of the most fun games Bwer been a part of.’

“White carried Loras to victory in arguably his mhd®minating performance, scoring a career-high 33
points on 12-of-16 from the field and 3-of-4 frohtée-point range. He also finished with a teanihig
six rebounds. Both teams finished the game shgetill above 50 percent. The Duhawks played a
near-flawless second half of basketball, shootihg@&rcent while turning the ball over just twickuniors
Brian Centella and Ricky Kolze also finished in Oeufigures with 14 and 11 points respectively.

“The momentum carried over in the form of a 10-pédad and two separate nine-point leads for the
Duhawks in Saturday night’s rematch with WheatBoth teams met in the Athletics and Wellness
Center on November 20, where the Thunder scorédG2@vin. Thunder struck again at the hands of
All-American Kent Raymond’s game-high 36 points.

“Up by nine with six minutes left, the game seerteete in hand for the Duhawks. Then, in less #han
four-minute span, Wheaton connected on six strdigbkets, including four in a row from downtown, to
cap a 16-0 run and propel them to a seven-poidt Iéaras managed to get it within three pointdwit
nine seconds left and a chance to tie. However favly decent looks fell short and so did the Bwks
chances of making it to the Sweet 16 for the firae in school history.”

The loss to Wheaton brought to a close the greaecsof seniors Kyle White and Luke Slater. These
two young men made major contributions to the I@eaference Championship in 2006-07 and the
Conference tourney victory in 2007-08. White wasference M.V.P. in his junior and senior years and
a two-year lowa Conference first team selectiom. sebred 1419 points and collected 695 rebounds
during his career. Slater, a first-team lowa Coeriee player in 2006-07 and 2007-08, totaled 1076
points and recorded 501 rebounds, as he helpddiuthawks complete two remarkable seasons. As |
went through the one hundred years of basketbathsl driven by the fact that | knew this would emda
very positive note. When the next person begia®hher review of the next 100 years of Loras



basketball, he or she can start with a review oft®yIslater, Oeth, Centella and Kolze. They were a
pleasure to watch.

From the first game in 1909 to the Wheaton lodgamch of 2008, St. Joseph’s, Dubuque, Columbia and
Loras men’s basketball played 2,148 games, winhjA§8 and losing 930. Following the 1909 season |
found the following quote frorihe Spokesman of special interest: “Basketball at St. Josehis its
infancy. If it be true that the child is fathertbe man, the husky infant among us bids fair, fieva

years, to prove dangerous to the champions of tlleIMwest.”

HOW TRUE!



