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Preface


For my English Literature Portfolio, I have chosen to include the papers entitled, Spread Your Wings, and Loyalty Conflicts Caused by Separation of Oikos and Polis.  Although I wrote both of these papers during my first two years at Loras College, I feel that they are a strong representation of my skills in English literature.


Spread Your Wings, was written for the course, Critical Writing Fiction Honors, which I took in the spring semester of my first year at college.  The assignment was to write a voiced researched paper.  At the time, I had no idea what a voiced researched paper was, but I quickly learned under the guidance Dr. Bauerly.  After previewing many authors’ works, I was drawn to the powerful writing in Kate Chopin’s short stories.  I had the opportunity to read several of Chopin’s stories to develop an understanding of the themes, techniques and overall style that made Chopin’s writing unique.  I was then challenged to present the information I learned through primary and secondary sources in a voiced researched paper.

The second paper, Loyalty Conflicts Caused by Separation of Oikos and Polis, was from the course, World Literature II.  I took this class the fall semester of my sophomore year with Dr. Auge as the professor.   The assignment was to write a paper pertaining to any of the issues that had been discussed from the assigned readings with little additional research.  Dr. Auge did not want a published critic’s opinion as much as he wanted each student’s opinion.  The topic for the paper was left largely open to allow each student to further discuss an issue or idea that had caught his or her attention.  I recall this factor challenging because there were various topics I could have discussed.  I choose the topic, conflicts of loyalty, because this was a common theme in the readings, and it continues throughout literature and life today. 

I feel that these two essays demonstrate the skills that I have developed while working towards the goals of the English Literature major.  
[image: image1.wmf]



Emancipation.  A Life Fable


There was once an animal born into this world, and opening his eyes upon Life, he saw above and about him confining walls, and before him were bars of iron through which came air and light from without; this animal was born in a cage.


Here he grew, and throve in strength and beauty under care of an invisible protecting hand.  Hungering, food was ever at hand.  When he thirsted water was brought, and when he felt the need of rest there was provided a bed of straw upon which to lie: and here he found it good, licking his handsome flanks, to bask in the sun beam that he thought existed but to lighten his home. 


Awaking one day from his slothful rest, lo! The door of his cage stood open: accident had opened it.  In the corner he crouched, wondering and fearingly.  Then slowly did he approach the door, dreading the unaccustomed, and would have closed it, but for such a task his limbs were purposeless.  So out the opening he thrust his head, to see the canopy of the sky grow broader, and the world waxing wider.


Back to his corner but not to rest, for the spell of the Unknown was over him, and again and again he goes to the open door, seeing each time more Light.


Then one time standing in the flood of it; a deep in-drawn breath-a bracing of strong limbs, and with a bound he was gone.


On he rushes, in his mad flight, heedless that he is wounding and tearing his sleek sides-seeing, smelling, touching of all things; even stopping to put his lips to the noxious pool, thinking it may be sweet.


Hungering there is no food but such as he must seek and ofttimes fight for; and his limbs are weighted before he reaches the water that is good his thirsting throat.  


So does he live, seeking, finding, joying and suffering.  The door which accident had opened is open still, but the cage remains forever empty!

“Time for a rest stop break!”  our group leader yelled.


The words were relief to my ears.  “Have we really only been on the road for four hours?”  I asked one of the other passengers.


“Yeah, four hours down, only about twelve more hours to go.  We’ll be there in no time!”  Jenny exclaimed.


Well, at least I’m on this trip with people who have high spirits!  I’m in a crowded van with nine other people and a week’s supply of belongings.  Our destination is Selma, Alabama, where we will be participating in a service trip to help the rural poor.


Jenny continued, “Have you been to the South before?”


“Well, technically I have, but not the true South.  I’ve vacationed to Florida and Texas a couple of times with my family, but that’s not the same as where we’re going,” I answered.  “Do you know what kind of service we’ll be doing in Selma?”


“No, I’m not sure.  On the other service trips I went on, we didn’t know what they needed help with until we actually got there.  It could be anything from carpentry work, to picking up trash or spending time with the elderly.”  


“I guess it doesn’t even matter what the work is.  The more important part is that we’re doing serving work and will have the chance to interact with another culture.  I’ve never been a minority before.  In fact, I have had little experience with other ethnic groups at all in my small hometown.” 

“I’m glad you volunteered to come on this trip as a first-year student then!  It will be a great opportunity for you to experience service for others.  Age is not important as long as at some point in life all wings are spread to take a challenge and to attempt new things,” Jenny explained.


Jenny’s last thought stayed with me as we continued our journey to Selma.

6 Days Later:


“Wow, I can’t believe this is our last day of our trip!  The week flew by faster than I ever dreamed it would,” I said to my friend, Jenny.


“No kidding.  It’s nice that we get today to tour Montgomery.  This city is beautiful.  Just think of all the history it holds within these old buildings and museums,” Jenny commented.


“Yeah, speaking of the buildings, look at that small one over there.  It says, ‘Kate Chopin’s Museum.’  I’ve read some of her works, want to check it out with me?”


“Umm, I don’t even see the building you’re pointing at, and I’m not a big fan of literature, so I think I’m going to pass.  I’m going to that Civil Rights Museum up ahead.  I’ll meet up with you later, okay?”


“Sure thing.  Have fun, don’t get lost, and don’t be late – remember, five o’clock!” I said to my friend as we parted.


I crossed the street and entered Kate Chopin’s Museum.  A man greeted me as I walked through the door.


“Hello, welcome to Kate Chopin’s Museum.  My name is Per Seyersted, and I am here to answer any questions you may have as you tour our small museum.” 


Per Seyersted, Per Seyersted.  Why does that name sound so familiar?  I could not place the name, but I continued talking with him anyway.  “It’s nice to meet you.  What can you tell me about this museum?”

“Well, this building holds a wealth of information about Kate Chopin; actually, it is second in primary work only to the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis.  As you may know, that is where Chopin’s papers, manuscripts, diaries and notebooks are preserved.”
  


“Yes, I do know that.  I have researched Chopin before, but surprisingly, I never ran across this museum as a source of research.”  I realized that not only Per’s name, but also his face seemed familiar to me.

“Yes, many people don’t realize that this museum is here.  In fact, most people on the sidewalk pass right by without even seeing the building.”  I stifle a laugh, remembering Jenny’s comment.  Per continued, “We have letters that are written by the characters of Chopin’s stories.”  He stopped as if waiting for a reaction from me.


“Come on, characters aren’t real, they can’t write letters.  Unless of course, you mean, Chopin wrote the letters from the characters’ perspective?”


“You tell me,” Per said as he led me through the heavy curtains into the display room.  “This is a letter written by Edna Pontellier.  Are you familiar with her?”


“Sure, she’s the main character in The Awakening.  But since she died in the story, there’s no way she wrote a letter,” I said as I chuckled at the idea of fictional characters writing letters.  Per motioned for me to read the letter.  
July 17, 1910

Dear Kate Chopin,


How is the society supposed to know how to accept The Awakening?
  I am the main character in a book that no one will ever read because it is too racy!  It has been published for eleven years now, and all I’ve seen is criticism.  The public views me as a woman who doesn’t know where she is expected to stand.  I am not obedient to my husband’s wishes; instead, I do as I please, when I please.  The book has even raised comments against it concerning “the growth of animalism in a woman.” 
  I am “awakened” in the book by feelings experienced with men other than my husband.  I am made to see that marriage constricts me, and decide to venture on my own to discover all that is open to me.  Then in the end, the only way that I find to cope with what I have discovered is to kill myself?  What kind of example is this for future readers?  Please help me to understand what your purpose in writing The Awakening was, so that my death can be justified.

Thank you,

Edna Pontellier


“Geez, that is really sad.  But she does have a good point – I know I wouldn’t want to be in her shoes.  Did Chopin ever write a response to this letter, since she must have written the first letter?”  I continued to look over the letter while Per talked to me.  

 “No, Chopin never wrote a response.  She died in 1904.
  If you’ll excuse me, I need to do some things at the front desk.  Let me know if you have more questions.”  

 “Hey, wait, this letter is dated 1911.  Why would anyone write a letter to a dead person?”  I looked up for Per’s answer, but all I saw were the curtains swinging closed.  I looked back down to Edna’s letter and I immediately jerk back.  There is mysterious writing at the end of it.  I search the empty room for a culprit of this vandalism, because there certainly was no extra writing the first time I read the letter.  Seeing nothing, I regain my composure and read, “Dear Edna,”

“What is going on here?”  I implore the empty room.  Of course I didn’t get an answer, but the flowing handwriting continued:
April 13, 2001

Dear Edna,


I’m sorry that you don’t appreciate the story in which you are a part.  You were right in saying that the society did not know how to accept The Awakening.  But, as I saw it, women needed more control of their lives, and someone had to start the movement somehow.  So I decided to write a novel that dealt with a woman doing what was unaccustomed for her gender.  Having you commit suicide was the only way that I could show the intensity of the emotions that you experienced when you awoke.  I could not let you return to your previous life because it would have been a life full of misery.  It was my hope that women would begin to think for themselves and to be aware of what was available to them before entering into a lifelong commitment.

You were also correct about the amount of criticism the book received.
  It was thought that accepting the book would be the same as agreeing to what the book said.  Men didn’t want to encourage behavior such as yours.  Yet, as I hope you are now aware, the book was initially dismissed, but it was given a second chance in the 1960’s.  It is now a book that multitudes of people enjoy reading.  As I have seen, today’s society accepts the fact that women can do things on their own; therefore, they can better appreciate what I had written sixty years prior.

I think I may have conjured up your character through personal experiences.  My husband traveled often and while he was in France over summers, I would go the Grand Isle.
  I may have also used friends as ideas for characters.  A friend of mine, Berthe Morisot, had a confidante who happened to be a beautiful woman named Adèle.
  Morisot also had a sister who was a talented artist, but gave up painting when she married.  The sister’s name was Edma Pontillon.  Is this a coincidence?
  I’m not sure.  There are always thoughts in the back of minds that can be expressed in many ways and connections can be made when the issues are researched enough.

I hope this helps you to understand the meaning of this book!

Kate Chopin


I have no idea what is happening.  If only Per would come back so I could ask him, but he seemed busy.  How do I know his name?  Was he a friend of Chopin’s?  Is his name similar to one of her characters?  Although I’m confused about this whole museum, I figure I might as well continue on to the next display letter.  

My attention first goes to the signature at the end of the letter, “Louise Mallard.”  She died at the end of her story too, what an event for Chopin to repeat in her stories – why would she kill off her main female characters?

April 23, 1898

Dear Mrs. Chopin,


I just wanted to thank you for giving me the chance to experience the emotions of being a widow. 
  Even though I only had the feeling for a few moments, those moments made me understand what life could be.  The feelings that came over me when I was told that my husband had been killed in a train accident are indescribable.
 Initially it was the shock of the death of a loved one, which is to be expected, but then a feeling of total freedom came to me.  I imagined everything that I could do and, though I’m ashamed to say, was almost excited for a new life as a widow.  It was a peaceful happiness and contentment. I envisioned the new circumstances and found them favorable.  I think I would have had a better life, a more complete life, without Brently, as harsh as it sounds.  I had a newfound freedom that would have allowed me to try new things that had been restricted while married.  I now understand Edna Pontellier’s remark, “Yes… To wake up and find – oh! Well!  perhaps it is better to wake up after all, even to suffer, rather than to remain a dupe to illusions all one’s life.”
  The heart attack I suffered may have been a blessing to keep me from living my old, depressing life.

Thank you for the moment of soaring unhitched,

Louise Mallard



I forget about the strangeness of the museum and think about the letter I just read.  This compassionate letter is very different than the letter that Edna wrote. I can’t imagine the feelings that Louise described.  Why would anyone be married to someone that controlled her life?  I guess that times then were a lot different than today in 2004.  It’s because of women like Kate Chopin, that women of today know that they can take charge of their lives.

As my mind is lost in thought, I let my eyes wander around the room.  Only then do I notice a flashing computer screen.  Was that flashing this whole time?  I’ve seen computers in other museums as a resource for additional information, but this computer has a blank white screen that is flashing red.  I approach the computer to see what is happening.  

There are letters, words, being typed across the screen.  Who is doing this?  Again, I am lost for understanding, and intrigued, I read the screen:
April 13, 2001

Dear Louise,


I am glad that you enjoyed the experience of being a “widow.”  Everyone who has the courage to be brave and do something out of the ordinary can experience that same feeling of freedom.  While you were in that moment of peace, you still had a strong head on your shoulders.  I am sure that you, as well as many other able women, would have handled the situation with ease.  Your connection to Edna shows your understanding of the great significance of your experience.


I was widowed early in life, and yet overall, I would call my life successful.
  I lived married and widowed, but I knew how to be independent in both circumstances.  I was even thought to be a wild woman by some, only because I smoked and knew how to have a good time.


I don’t want women not to get married because of fear of restriction, but I want them to be aware of the circumstances.  They need to know how to be independent even while married.  Husbands automatically feel the duty and power to control wives, and though they may think something is in the best interest of the women, they will end up smothering talent and individuality.  


Thank you for your letter of support,

Kate Chopin


This is getting absurd.  I’m about to go find Per to figure out what kind of tricks he is trying to play, but then it hits me how I recognize his name.  Per Seyersted is a famous researcher of Kate Chopin.  He has written various biographies of Kate Chopin, and I have seen his picture on a book he wrote.  Except he wrote those books many years ago; and today he looks about the same, if not younger, than he did in that picture.  Maybe he’s a relative of Per Seyersted, and just uses the name at the museum to test people?  Per would be over eighty years old, and this tour guide is not that old.


A little miffed by this recognition, I decide to look around more before finding Per.  From that last letter I can tell that Kate’s ambitions were far ahead of her time.  She would have had many more supporters if she had lived in a later time period, but as it was, she was a pioneer for the feminist cause.  I continue to the next letter to see what other insights were given.  


I glance at the end of the letter to see who wrote it and wasn’t too surprised to find the name “Calixta.”  Calixta is another one of Chopin’s “promiscuous” female characters. 

June 7, 1899

Chére Madame,


Did I make the right decision in telling Bobinôt that I would marry him?
  I am happy with him, but then there was the situation with Alcée Laballiére.
  I experienced things that I never knew were possible with Alcée; should I be ashamed?  I did not feel guilty for what I did, either, it served only pleasure.  I love my family, and I don’t want any change, but is what I did okay?  It only made everyone involved, namely Alcée and me, very happy.  He too, is married and also has children, but that did not seem to stop the old flames from rekindling.  When we were one, it was as if the rest of the world stopped so that we could enjoy our meeting to the fullest.  Are situations like these normal, and should I tell Bobinôt?



Sincerely,

Calixta
I remember the first time I read this short story.  Chopin’s powerful writing made my own cheeks redden as I read the exchange between Calixta and Bobinôt.  Chopin’s connotation was very sexual and then it grew to be very descriptive.  It made me wonder the number of affairs that occur in marriage, and the end result.  Calixta raises some of the questions that I had myself.  Can a marriage withstand an affair? If an affair occurs, do the marriage vows mean anything?  Before I have time to think much about the letter, I see a piece of paper gracefully float to the hardwood floor.  Where did that come from?  I look at the ceiling for trap doors, but don’t find any.  Very puzzled, I walk over to it and pick up an old, yellowed piece of paper that is covered in Chopin’s familiar writing in fresh ink.

April 13, 2001

Mon enfant, 


What you have experienced is for your own benefit; do not share your adventure with your husband.  Some things in our lives are only for our own personal knowledge.  As Mrs. Baroda discovered, “There are some battles in life which a human being must fight alone.”
  Your rendezvous with Alcée is forgivable if you take from it valuable information.  Your eyes have been inflamed with what possibilities exist; now you must use it to add excitement to your marriage.  


Do not question your marriage with Bobinôt.  He is a good man who lets you have your space, which can be hard to find.  But don’t take advantage of his loyalty.  It is okay that you do not feel guilty now, but that should not give you permission for repeat offenses.  Take what you have learned and make it even better with your husband.  Flames can oftentimes be easily rekindled, as you have experienced, so now you know to keep the distance so that situation will not occur again.


Bonne chance!

Kate Chopin


Kate wrote some good advice for Calixta.  “Darn, now I actually believe that Kate wrote these responses?  I’ve fallen into the trap of this museum!” I cry to the vacant room.  I have to admit I’m curious what it would be like to meet Kate in person, but no one in their good sense would believe that characters can write letters and that their creator would reply to them.  


“Have you learned nothing this week?” a calm, female voice spoke out of the empty room.


“What? Where did that come from?!”  I exclaim.


“Didn’t you want to experience new things, take a step away from your everyday life while you were in the South?”


“Yeah…  Who… who are you?  What are you trying to say?”  I stumble.


“Then I want you to believe that you’re talking with Kate Chopin’s spirit.  It will be hard for you because you have never believed in spirits before, but that doesn’t mean they don’t exist.  I am Kate Chopin.”  A blurry image appeared that took the form of an older woman.


I was astonished and speechless, as the blood drained from my face.


“There’s no reason for you to be scared.  I’m not here to hurt you, but you have come to a special place and I wanted to make your trip complete.”


“Ummmm, ok, but this is going to be hard for me.  I don’t know how to act, what to say or ask,” I whisper.


“Just ask me any of the questions you were thinking about earlier, before I came to you.  Here, let’s sit down over there.”  Kate leads me to a corner of the room where there are two plush chairs facing each other.  She arranges her layers of skirts as I try to compose myself after this mind-blowing event.


“Well, I have read many of your works; and today I read these great letters written by your characters, but will you tell me more about your life?” I wanted to start out simply.


“Yes, I would be happy to share my life, but actually, you already know more about me than you think you do.  You see, my writings came from my life.  I wrote about what I knew.
  Though I was born and died in St. Louis, Missouri, I spent many years in the South.”

“Ok, but what was your childhood like before moving to the South?”

“While growing up in Missouri, I was surrounded by female role models.  My father died while I was young, leaving me to be raised by my mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.  They told me many stories of their lives.  For instance, my great-grandmother, Victoire Verdon Charleville, told me about her divorce.  You know, she was granted the first legal separation ever granted in St. Louis, and she never remarried.
  My grandmother was also widowed young.  They always wanted me to have intellectual curiosity and live life clearly and fearlessly.
  To add to it, I attended the Academy of the Sacred Heart and was educated by nuns.
  Thus, I did not have many males in my life which led me to naturally become an independent woman.”

I could clearly see the relationship between women in her stories and her life.  She was taught to live freely and that is what she had her characters do also.  I continued the conversation, “So then you moved to the South when you were married, I assume?”

“Yes, after a three-month honeymoon to France, we moved to New Orleans.  We stayed there until Oscar had financial trouble, when we moved to his family’s plantation in Natchitoches Parish.
  It was in this area that I had interaction with the Creole community, which I used in many of my later stories.  We spent time in Cloutierville, which is the setting for a few of my stories.  French was the tongue that was spoken there, so I had the chance to use my skills.  By the time my husband passed away, I had six children to care for.  I stayed on the plantation for a short time, but then returned to St. Louis to be near my mother.
  Sadly, she died a year later.”

“I’m sorry to hear that.  You had to deal with many deaths in your life.  Do you think it affected you much?”  I hesitantly ask.

“Though they caused me depression, I think I worked through them in my writings,” Kate responded simply.

“How did you begin your writing career?”

“I began by translating Guy de Maupassant’s writings from French to English.  Maupassant became my literary role model.
  A friend of mine, Dr. Frederick Kolbenheyer also encouraged me to write.
  I began writing stories and had them published in local papers.  From there, I sent them to magazines.
  Before I knew it, I had enough stories to make a book of my work.
  After that I worked on The Awakening which was published in 1899.”

“It sounds to me like you had a successful life.”

 “Yes, it was a good life.  I only wish that people had been more open to my ideas when I wrote them instead of sixty years later.  Yet, I am glad that my work eventually got the attention it deserved.  I mainly wanted women to live their lives free by making their own decisions and doing something unfamiliar to them.”

“That is such a powerful inspiration for women to live by!  This week I have been testing my wings in a new culture; I am experiencing the South for the first time.  I have to commend you on capturing the dialect around here.  When I read your stories, I can envision the words coming straight from these mouths!”

“It’s a skill that can be easily attained while living in the South,” Kate replies.

“How did you find time to write so many stories while being a widowed mother of six children?”

“It is difficult to balance work and motherhood, but I think it is a crucial balance to find.  I did most of my work in the family living room, with my children swarming around me.  I loved my children very much, and some would say I spoiled them, but they can’t say I didn’t love them.”

“I know I’m afraid that I won’t be the best mother possible because I want to have a career too.  There are a lot of women in today’s society who want to do both; do you have any advice for us?”

“First, I want to stress that a woman does not have to do anything, including becoming a mother.  If it’s the case you’re saying, and you want to be a mother and have a career, then I say go for it.  You’ll find ways to get your work done while showing your children all the love they can handle.  If you’re married, in these times it seems like it is normal for fathers to care for the children as well. That is a great step.  I can’t imagine the men of my time being the caretakers, but take advantage of it!” Kate exclaimed.
“I’ll remember that.  Many of your stories show married women who are unhappy in their relationships and look elsewhere for passion.  Death is also a frequent event for the unhappy wives.  In spite of this, you still recommend marriage?”

“I have never been against marriage.  I want each woman to choose what is right for her.  I believe marriages can last a lifetime if the woman is not afraid of holding her own opinions.  Marriages can also preserve passion when women ask their husbands for what they want.  I never want to see a woman come to the same solution as Edna.  Life should never be cut short.”

“Exactly!  Women have come a long way from when you were alive, and it’s because we have models like you.  Well, I regret to say it, but it’s time for me to be heading back so that I don’t miss my ride home.  I wish I had more time to ask you questions.  Thank you for sharing your life story with me, Kate.”  I stood up from my chair ready to leave.

“No thank you; it’s an honor to me that there are still people who are interested my life a century after I lived.”  With that closing comment, the figure slowly disappeared, returning to the unknown place that it had come.

On my way out the door, I comment to Per Seyersted, “You were right, this museum does have the most information on Kate Chopin.  By the way, I enjoyed your biographies on Kate Chopin.  It was nice meeting you.”

He winked at me and said, “It’s not everyday that a visitor gets the tour you received today.  Keep your mind open as you pursue your life.”

“You just about missed your ride home!  Five more minutes and we were going to leave you!”  Jenny said as I ran up to our meeting location.

I looked at my watch and was astonished to see that I had spent the whole day in Kate Chopin’s Museum and was twenty minutes late for our departure.  “Well, there are some things bigger than time in our life,” I said as I hopped into the van.

The hours spent riding home that day were filled with thinking.  “I sure am glad that I decided to spend this week in Alabama,” I commented to Jenny.

“Yeah, it was a good week.”

“Ya know, you should think about reading some of Kate Chopin’s stories.  I know you don’t like reading much, but most of them are short, and I can’t tell ya the amount you might learn.” 

Jenny gave me a puzzled look and faintly nodded her head.

It didn’t matter to me that Jenny didn’t understand the magnitude of change I experienced.  I knew that I had immensely grown on a personal level.  My week was a learning opportunity. My eyes are now open to look outside of my everyday life and will never be closed again.  My wings are spread and I am ready to soar into the unknown. 
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136.  Rpt. in Hall.  146-147.

An essay on Kate Chopin’s style of writing and the way she develops her characters.  It talks about the two volumes of short stories: Bayou Folk and A Night in Acadie.

Ziff, Larzer.  “An Abyss of Inequality: Sarah Orne Jewett, Mary Wilkins 

Freeman, Kate Chopin.”  The American 1980s: Life and Times of a Lost Generation.  1966: 275-305.  Rpt. in Hall.  148-149.

An essay on how Kate Chopin confronted sexuality.  She was unsuccessful at writing a novel in the beginning, but she finally succeeded with The Awakening.

Howard, Ann Bail.  “A Woman Far Ahead of Her Time.”  Great Plains Chatauqua 
Society:  July 1997.  www.vcu.edu/engweb/eng384/chopinhoward.htm.  

An online biography of Chopin’s life and the opposition to her writings. 

Inge, Tonette Bond.  “Kate Chopin.”  Dictionary of Literary Biography.  Ed. Bobby Ellen 

Kimbel.  Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1989.  90-110.

A lengthy summary of Chopin’s life.  Talks about many of her stories and how the characters developed.  Sexuality was the main concern in her writings.

Seyersted, Per.  Kate Chopin A Critical Biography.  Baton Rouge and London:  

Louisiana State University Press, 1980.

This is the definitive biography of Kate Chopin’s life since the time of her birth.  It talks about growing up with her family and starting her own family.  It tells Chopin’s strong views on feminism.  Seyersted was a main contributor to the reviving of Chopin and he devoted his career to researching Kate Chopin

Skaggs, Peggy.  Kate Chopin.  Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1985.

This book has a background of Kate Chopin’s life and reviews of some of her well-known works.  This source was not as helpful as other books. 

Toth, Emily.  Unveiling Kate Chopin.  Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1999.

A book written in a different view, it is concerned a lot with the woman in Kate Chopin.  It talks about the origin of Chopin’s views and how she used them in her books.  Includes a complete listing of publication dates of works.

Wyatt, Neal.  “Biography of Kate Chopin.”  1995: www.vcu.edu/engweb/eng384/katebio.htm
An online essay that talks primarily about Chopin’s family and it includes a timeline of important events in her life and publication dates of many pieces of writing.

Loyalty Conflicts Caused by 

Separation of Oikos and Polis
Everyday we are faced with hundreds of decisions.  Some of the decisions take very little time and are made without a second thought.  Other decisions hold more at stake and can tear a person in two while trying to make the final decision.  The basis of many of the hardest decisions is the conflict between family and state.  The decision between pursuing a career and starting a family first is an example.  Once a family is started, there are endless decisions about daycare, office meetings, and school activities to decide which will take priority.  These decisions can become harder during a time of war.  People are forced to choose between their personal lives including education, family and careers, and their duties as a citizen.  
Some of the earliest recorded literature presents this conflict between family and state.  Homer’s novel, The Odyssey, deals with the issue at a time of war.  Sophocles also addresses the conflict in two of his famous plays, Oedipus the King and Antigone.  In the Greek language, this is a conflict between oikos
 and polis. 
  This essay will present the separation of loyalty between oikos and polis as is evident in early literature and in decisions of today.
A modern example of the conflict between oikos and polis at a time of war can be seen in one National Guard soldier, Ryan.  In February, 2003, Ryan was twenty-one years old and had just received a degree from a two-year college.  He had met the woman he wanted to marry and had recently proposed to her.  The couple had not set a date, but was looking at the spring of 2004.  Everything was headed towards a bright future.  Then Ryan got the call that his National Guard troop was being sent to Iraq.  Things suddenly started to move too fast.  Ryan did not have much time before deployment, and he and his fiancé had a huge decision to make on when to get married.  There were benefits and comforts to getting married before he left, but there were also negatives, like not being able to have the perfect wedding they had envisioned.  One week the decision was to be united in marriage at the court house, and the next week they had decided to wait.  After volleying the marriage idea back and forth, they ultimately decided to wait until Ryan safely returned.  Thus far, the couple is happy with the decision because Ryan is still safe, and hopefully will return safely in the summer of 2004.  
True loyalty is being prepared to give a life for the cause.  What and whom loyalty is given to has changed over the centuries.  Loyalty was once given to the family and the government as one, because the two were one, then it progressed into loyalty to the government, or polis, and today everyone is loyal to his or her own beliefs.  The separation of oikos and polis will be examined and the resulting loyalties will then be analyzed.  


Decisions between oikos and polis were not always necessary throughout history because at one time each family was its own government.  Society of the late eighth, or early seventh century B.C. did not have a strong distinction between family and the polis.  Therefore, loyalty to one assembly was the same loyalty to the other.  During this time period, the great poet, Homer, wrote the epic, The Odyssey.  This poem tells of the hardships that Odysseus, the main character, faces as he struggles to return home to his wife, Penelope and his son, Telemachus.  There was no primary legal system as we are familiar with today; instead, a king ruled over an area, but while Odyssey was away, each family was left to hold its own authority.  As Odysseus fought to return home he was concurrently displaying loyalty to his family and to the polis.


Telemachus took action to reinitiate the polis by calling an assembly.  The king usually called for an assembly
 to be held, but Telemachus eventually took the role while Odysseus was fighting at Troy.  That assembly was the first that had been called in twenty years, since Odysseus had left.  Assemblies served the purpose of giving the king the sentiment of the community; no vote or decision was made.  The king did not have to listen to what the assembly said, but then he always faced not having their support.  Only the nobles of high standing were allowed to talk at the assemblies.  It was against themis
 for commoners, or people of the demos,
 to speak their minds and they were refrained from doing so by not passing the sceptre to them.  Holding an assembly was a sign of an established community, like Ithaca.  Groups, such as the Cyclops, did not hold assemblies because they had no household or kinship communities. 

Telemachus had control of the household while Odysseus was gone, but he was not the basileus
 of Ithaca.  Thus, his calling an assembly was questioned by Aegyptius, but the assembly continued as normal.  Telemachus wanted to discuss the issue of the suitors in his house who were diminishing the fortunes of Odysseus.  Under normal conditions this would be a matter of oikos, and acted on privately, but because the suitor that Penelope chose would be the next king, it became a matter concerning the public as well.  This was highly unusual to have a female be this active in an activity dealing with the public, but because her father lives outside of Ithaca, he would not have power to choose a new king, and Telemachus did not have the right either.  The usual activity of the community was on the subject of defensive war, while social, justice, religious and other relations were left to the oikos. 

The Greek word, iphi,
 shows the restrictions of the parallel between the head of the household and the king of a community.  Kings wanted to extend the parallelism so that their sons automatically followed to their position, like in oikos, but this was not the tradition.  The phrase that would be used in monarch systems of today is, “The king is dead!  Long live the king.”  But the phrase that matches their system would be, “The king is dead!  The struggle for the throne is open.”
  The issue of how Odysseus gained the throne from his father, Laertes, is not addressed in The Odyssey, nor is Laertes ever looked to for advice while Odysseus is absent.  There is only one time in the poem where Laertes is ever recognized as being “the old king.”
 He may have lost the iphi needed to control a community, even though there were kings older than him who still ruled. 

Oikos gained recognition based on the gifts they gave their guests, among other ways.  The hospitality code was a highly esteemed process of themis.  Guests remembered the treatment they received while at other kings’ estates and returned the favor when that king visited them.  The gifts exchanged were signs of wealth and created guest-friends.  Guest-friends were important to have as they helped to create an identity around the world.
  The seriousness of the hospitality displays the great importance of oikos.  Less concern would have been shown for the gifts given if oikos had not been as greatly cared about as it was during this time.  

Families compromised the legal system that was in use in Athens between the eighth and sixth centuries B.C.  The oikos began to combine to gain more power, because the leaders of the most important families, judged by prosperity and age, ruled over the four tribes.  Each tribe in Athens was made of three hundred and sixty families or clans.  Slowly, this system eventually evolved into the beginning of a democracy.
  Members of an assembly were elected, and kinship ties were even less important to reign of power.

By the fifth century B.C., a division between the polis and the family was evident.  In Sparta, each citizen was to hold the polis as the highest power – to give it the most loyalty.  In Athens, the view was a little different.  It wanted each person to perform his or her best in the family, which in turn allowed the greatest performance of the community.  Athens had developed an explicit system for electing officials to Councils and Assemblies.  They used the system to create laws to govern the city.  The establishment of this system created the groundwork for conflicts between loyalty to the government and to the family.

During this transition to separation of family and government, Sophocles wrote many popular, tragic plays, a few of which are still known today.  Two of those, Antigone, and Oedipus the King, present a conflict based on loyalty. The conflicts are traditional Greek tragedies that present a person with a dilemma that has two valid resolutions, but both resolutions have equally bad affects.  

In Oedipus the King, Oedipus faces a decision of banning himself from his kingdom to save the city, or to remain king and let the city fall to the plague.  He is caught between his loyalty to the polis, and the loyalty to his family, or more specifically, to himself.  If he is loyal to the polis, he will be a hero by saving the city from the plague, but it will leave him with nothing and he will become a man without a home.  If instead, Oedipus decides to stay as the king of the city, he will retain his kingly treasures, but at the cost of losing the citizens of his kingdom.  In this conflict, the loyalty to the polis triumphs over the loyalty to his family, as Oedipus resigns his reign and blinds himself.

The circumstances behind this conflict of loyalty have issues separating the family and the polis.  Oedipus was sent away as a baby to be killed because of the prophecy that he was fated to kill his father and marry his mother.  Instead, another couple of royalty ends up keeping him, and raises him as their own, in a family important to the polis.  Later in his life, Oedipus learns of his fate and runs away to prevent him from killing his father.  Little does he know that when he leaves his family he makes the prophecy come true because he unknowingly kills his natural father, marries that man’s wife and becomes king.  His end is brought when he searches for the murderer of the previous king, and he was the killer.  The division of family and polis created problems for Oedipus because it was family that he ran from, but also ran to and became a prominent citizen of polis.  It was the conflict between the two that caused him to blind himself and leave the city.

The conflict in Antigone has another aspect because the loyalty to the gods is also a concern along with loyalty to the family and the polis.  Both the family and the polis see the gods as supporting their opinion.  Creon has issued a ruling that the body of Polynices is not to be buried, and if it is, a punishment will be issued.  His niece, Antigone, is bound by her loyalty to the family and to the gods to give her brother’s body a proper burial.  She completes this task and forces Creon to make a decision.  He can uphold his decree to punish anyone disobeying his verdict, and therefore be loyal to the polis; or he can choose to understand the loyalty to the family and not punish Antigone.  Creon would face the crowd’s disapproval if he kills Antigone, who was left under his care from Oedipus, but he could also be seen as a weak ruler if he allowed a woman to go unpunished after disobeying him.  The struggle between family and polis is evident.

Antigone thinks that she must follow the gods’ wishes for proper burial before obeying Creon’s orders, as she says to her sister, Ismene:  

I will bury him myself.  And even if I die in the act, that death will be a glory.  I will lie with the one I love and loved by him – an outrage sacred to the gods!  I have longer to please the dead than please the living here: in the kingdom down below I’ll lie forever.  Do as you like, dishonor the laws the gods hold in honor.

Ismene does not wish to dishonor the gods, yet she cannot disobey Creon, therefore, Ismene has more loyalty to the polis than to the gods.

Creon thinks that he is remaining loyal to the gods through his loyalty to the polis, because he sees gods as the high rulers of the city, so loyalty to the polis leads to loyalty to the gods.  Yet, at times, Creon’s loyalty to the polis is more to give himself greater power.  Haemon says to Creon, “It’s no city at all, owned by one man alone.”
  Creon responds, “What?  The city is the king’s – that’s the law!”
  Creon is loyal to his polis until he is persuaded to take back his death sentence for Antigone, but by that time it is too late, because Antigone has taken her own life.

Those who put their primary loyalty to the gods do so because they say that the gods’ rule is the oldest.  The gods’ rules were in existence before there was an alphabet in which to write them.  As Antigone said to Creon after she buried Polynices’ body, 

Nor did I think your edict had such force that you, a mere mortal, could override 

the gods, the great unwritten, unshakable traditions.  They are alive, not just today 

or yesterday: they live forever, from the first of time, and no one knows when 

they first saw the light.

The traditions were passed down through time verbally until there was a written language to record them.  The gods have existed since the beginning of time, and thus, in some people’s opinion, loyalty should be shown first for them.  

Many who believe that loyalty to the gods is most important follow that loyalty through to oikos.  Families were the source of government before any other system was established.  Religious traditions and other customs were followed from one son to the next.  A person without a family history would be lost without knowledge of what to do.  People see that even at a time of trouble in the polis, there should always be a family that one can belong to, and therefore, loyalty to the oikos should be held in the highest regard.

Yet, others think that the polis should receive the most loyalty because the polis is what holds the city together.  The polis works to maintain order and to protect its citizens and without it, people would only be individuals without a common cause.  Citizens need to have loyalty for their polis to the extent of being willing to die for their polis, so loyalty should be given to polis without question.

Gender may play a role in what structure individuals give the most loyalty.  Females have usually been seen to stand strong with the family while the man leaves to fight for the polis.  Females want to follow the gods’ commands while on earth, so that they will have a better afterlife.  Males are more concerned with doing what is best for the polis and having the power and good life while they are alive.  This was seen in Antigone because Creon supported the polis while Antigone followed the rituals of the gods for her family.  Creon could not think of letting a woman go unpunished for disobeying his law:  “Therefore we must defend the men who live by law, never let some woman triumph over us.  Better to fall from power, if fall we must, at the hands of a man – never be rated inferior to a woman, never.”
  The idea that someone would go against Creon was enough to cause a punishment, but Creon’s anger grew when that person was of the female gender.

Sophocles did not state which association should receive the greatest amount of loyalty.  From Antigone, one might think that he feels loyalty should be to the family rather than to the polis, but Oedipus the King contradicts that idea when Oedipus is loyal to the polis.  Sophocles brings the issue to light so that individuals can decide for him or herself as to which establishment they believe deserves the most loyalty.

The conflict of whom to give the most loyalty will never be resolved to one definite answer accepted by everyone, nor does it need to be resolved.  It is beneficial to comprehend this conflict that continues still today.  Bosses need to understand that even some of their best employees may miss a meeting due to parental responsibilities.  Families and spouses need to be supportive when a family member is called to war.  It is important to understand that each solution to a polis and oikos conflict has both positive and negative effects.  
The effects of the separation of oikos and polis can be seen by the comparison of Homer and Sophocles’ works.  The separation caused the issue of loyalty to become more complex and difficult.  While the two associations were one, anyone could be loyal to both at the same time with no conflicts.  Then a division was seen as a government system was developed and kinship ties no longer played a part in government.  The separation and the subsequent conflicts continue today.  
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Reflective Essay

As far back as I can remember I have always loved to read.  This love of literature has helped me in countless ways throughout my education and will continue to do so throughout my life.  Although English literature may not be the prime focus in my future career, it has helped me to develop skills that I will use each and every day in my chosen career.  

One of the skills that I have developed during my time in literature courses is the ability to identify with the characters of the stories I read.  I am able to relate to each character as if I was a part of the story.  I can empathize with characters during tragic events, happy celebrations, and everyday occurrences.  Many of Kate Chopin’s main characters are easy for me to identify with, partially because they are women.  Even though there are unnatural experiences in The Odyssey that cannot be personally experienced, I can still understand what the characters are experiencing thanks to Homer’s style of writing.  Identifying with characters helps me to have a clearer understanding of the themes the author is conveying.  However, it is also important to be able to distance myself from the story at times.  I need to be able to separate myself from the characters so that I can view the situation or idea from the outside on a larger scale.  


Not only does this skill help me to relate to literature, it carries over to relations with people in real life.  I have experienced many events through the pages of literature that I may not ever have the chance to personally experience, and tragedies that I pray I never have to face.  Reading other peoples’ encounters helps to prepare me for when I am in a similar situation.  

One other strength that I see in myself as a literature major is my ability to express emotions in writing.  I have always had a harder time expressing my emotions and thoughts orally than I do in writing.  I know that this could be viewed as a weakness as well as a strength, but I also think that I have improved considerably in oral expression while at Loras.  I sometimes withheld my opinions in fear of how people would respond to my comment.  Paper, on the other hand, was always a friend that could not judge me.  This allowed me to write honestly and openly with no reservations.  The voiced researched paper expresses some of the questions and thoughts I had while reading Chopin’s stories.  I know that sharing ideas is an important element of discussing literature, and with Dr. Bauerly’s support, I became more confident in the value of my personal opinions.  This permitted me to become more active in classroom discussions.  
I could write pages describing how these two essays demonstrate mastery of the English Literature major goals, but I will discuss two main goals.  I have developed an appreciation of the diversity of literature which is displayed in these two essays.  Both the style and content of the essays are extremely different.  In the first paper, I had the chance to delve into the life and works of one author from the late eighteenth century.  The paper was creative, yet built on numerous facts.  The themes that prevailed throughout Chopin’s stories were discussed.  In contrast, the second paper was an essay dealing with a common conflict from three different authors’ stories.  More than twenty centuries separate the literature chosen for these papers, which lays the grounds for much diversity.  

However greatly different these essays are, continuity can still be observed in the literature.  The second essay discusses the conflict of loyalty between the state and family, while Kate Chopin faced this conflict in her writing career.  Chopin was criticized for devoting her time towards a career instead of her family because women were expected to be caretakers during her lifetime.  Also, these literature works were questioning the ways of society without making a direct stand in one direction.  They presented scenarios to the readers and let them have their own opinions on the correctness of the outcome.  
I have often heard how difficult it is for writers to revise their work, but have never felt it much, at least not before this revision.  It was difficult for me to revise Spread Your Wings.  I put a lot of time into that research paper the first time I wrote it, and honestly, I liked it the way it was.  However, that did not mean it couldn’t be better.  Dr. Bauerly made a suggestion to make parts of the paper more conversational, which at first I thought took away from the tone of the personal growth throughout the paper.  As I reworked it though, I discovered that by using a little more conversation I could convey the same type of thoughts, but in a lighter, more flowing, manner.   
Another suggestion was to add a little more depth to parts of the paper.  To do this, I went back to Chopin’s stories to refresh my memory.  As I found the stories that I had previously read, I also found more and more other stories that I had not yet read.  I remember this happening when I originally wrote the paper as well.  Chopin has such an abundance of stories, and although some have been critiqued more than others, I think all of them are worth reading.  These additional stories helped me to add depth to my paper.
One element of literature that was reinforced as I was rereading stories is that a piece of literature can change as the reader changes.  Of course, the words on the page will remain the same, but the meaning of the words can change.  I have personally grown over the last three years and have had more relationships than when I was a first-year student.  I have experienced deeper emotions for others than what I had at that time.  This has altered how I relate to Chopin’s stories.  During the revision process, I tried to incorporate some of the changed emotions.  

My revision of, Loyalty Conflicts Caused by Separation of Oikos and Polis, was easier for me.  I will admit that I was not as attached to this essay as I was to the first.  Dr. Auge thought the content of the paper was strong, but that it would be improved by restructuring it.  This type of revision seems to be less difficult than completely changing the content.  I was also advised to rework the conclusion because I originally took a neutral position that is unrealistic in most situations.  Instead of attempting the impossible of giving the one correct decision, I reinforced Sophocles’ concept that there is no correct decision, but one still has to be reached.
As might already be suspected, I am most proud of my voiced researched paper.    While writing that paper, it occurred to me how much more enjoyable it is to write on a topic of personal interest.  I also learned useful research guidelines that I used repeatedly for subsequent classes.  This paper is a unique combination of fiction and fact.  I think that I showed creativity in this paper because it is not everyday that characters write letters to their creators.  

I am glad that I made the decision to double major in English Literature and Exercise Science.  My English Literature major developed and fed the part of my mind that likes to wonder, question, and analyze my environment.  It contributed to my perpetual attempt to understand the true meaning and purpose of life.  It has helped me grow in more ways than I even currently recognize.  Perhaps most importantly, my English Literature major has created an internal desire to continue to explore the unread pages of great authors.  I feel that I have had a great exposure to literature and I want to experience all of the poems, stories and novels that I have not yet had the chance to read.  I will pursue this interest with confidence that I have the skills necessary to understand the material from the mastery of the English Literature major goals.  
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���





Spread   





 





Your





Wings











�A story written by Kate Chopin in 1869 at age 18 that she never had published.  Seyersted compiled it in The Complete Works of Kate Chopin, pg 37-38.  This is included as an example of an underlying theme of awakening senses throughout Chopin’s works.   


� This is a fictional museum; it does not exist. 


� Per Seyersted wrote many biographies on Kate Chopin, including, Kate Chopin A Critical Biography.


� Most of Kate Chopin’s collection is at the Missouri Historical Society. (Chopin, Private, 230)


� The Awakening was published in Seyersted’s The Complete Works of Kate Chopin,  


�Written in Percival Pollard’s 1909 essay,  “Women, Womanists and Manners.”  He thought Chopin’s writing had been “almost clean enough to put into the Sunday school library” until The Awakening.


� Seyested, 187.


� The Awakening was taken out of circulation from many libraries including the Mercantile Library, and magazines would not review it.  Chopin slowly gained support in the 1950s, 50 years after her death.  (Seyersted, 175.)  


� Edna also spends time apart from her husband at the Grand Isle.


� Edna has a friend named Adèle Ratignolle in The Awakening, with whom she confides.


� The names Edna Pontellier and Edma Pontillon are very similar, and both gave up her love for painting. 


� Louise is the main character in “The Dream of an Hour,” published in 1894, and is now known as “The Story of an Hour.”  She is told that her husband was killed, she is shocked and then she finds peace before returning downstairs to see her “dead” husband enter, which then causes her a deadly heart attack. 


10 Kate Chopin’s father, Thomas O’Flaherty was killed in a train accident, which is supposedly what happened to Brently Mallard.  (Seyersted, 52)





� The Awakening


� Oscar Chopin, Kate’s husband, died from malaria when Kate was 37, leaving her with 6 children to raise alone and debts to repay.  (Seyersted, 45).


� Kate Chopin smoked while most people found it a repulsive act for a woman to partake.  A diary entry reads, “Dear me!  I feel like smoking a cigarette – think I will satisfy my desire…” (Seyersted, 34)


� A French greeting meaning, “Dear Madam.”  Chopin spoke French fluently and often used French phrases in her short stories.  Her great-grandmother, Madame Victoire Verdon Charleville, taught Kate French while she was young. .  (Emily Toth, Unveiling Kate Chopin, pgs. 15-19)


� Characters from two short stories, “At the ’Cadian Ball” and the sequel, “The Storm.”  Calixta tells Bobinôt that she will marry him even though she has had feelings for Alcée Laballiére.  Five years later, Alcée comes to her home during a storm and they act on the old feelings.


� It is thought that the name Alcée, which Chopin uses numerous times in her stories (including The Awakening), comes from the name Albert Sampite (SAM-pi-tay).  Chopin was accused of breaking up Sampite’s marriage; he may have also helped Chopin pay off debts.  (Emily Toth, Unveiling Kate Chopin, pgs 95-99.)


� “My child”


� Mrs. Baroda is the main character in Chopin’s story, “A Respectable Woman.”  She felt emotions for a friend of her husband, and decided against revealing the feelings to her husband.  (Chopin, Complete, 145)


� “Good luck”


� Many of Chopin’s characters were similar to people in her life.  Seyersted wrote about Chopin’s husband, “He was so mean and dictatorial to his wife that she left him for some years in the 1850’s, and he very likely served as model for the heroine’s father in The Awakening.”  (Seyersted, 36)


� Kate Chopin was born on February 8, 1850, as Katherine O’Flaherty with Irish and French descent.


� Toth, 12-15


� “Clearly and fearlessly” is a direct quote from Chopin.  (Seyersted, 57)


� At age five, Chopin was sent to the school as a boarding student, which was required even though she lived very close.  She returned home after her father’s death, and attended off and on years after until her graduation in 1868.


� Chopin was married to Oscar Chopin on June 9, 1870.  (Seyersted, 50)


� Seyersted, 35.


� The idea of returning to mothers is seen in The Awakening and “Desiree’s Baby” among other stories.


� Seyersted, 73.


� Seyersted, 48-49.


� Chopin published in newspapers such as the New Orleans Times-Democrat and magazines like Vogue.


� In 1894 Chopin had Bayou Folk published, which contained 23 stories.  A Night in Acadie followed it in 1897, with 21 stories.


� Chopin never encouraged her sons to get jobs; instead she supported them and gave them everything they wanted.  (Seyersted, 60)


� Oikos is the Greek word meaning the family.


� Polis is the Greek word meaning the government.


� The Greek word for assembly is agora, which is the place of the meeting and the meeting itself.


� Greek word for tradition, custom.


� Greek word for multitudes.


�  Finley.


� Greek word for king.


� Greek word showing the might that the king has.


�  Finley, 91.


� Homer, 228.


� Finley, 120.


� Auge.


� Auge.





� Sophocles, pg 63, lines 85 – 92.


� Sophocles, pg 97, line 824.


� Sophocles.  pg 97, line 825.


� Sophocles, pg 82, lines 503- 508.


� Sophocles, pg 94, lines 756-761.
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