Thematic Writing Unit Plan

By:  Lisa Kieffer

Language Theory and Teaching of Writing
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Fall 2001

Title:  Thematic Writing Unit Focusing on Short Stories

Grade Level:  12

Time Line:  This unit will cover two and a half weeks, but only seven class days during that time will be used.

Unit Objectives:  This lesson will focus on the step-by-step process of preparing a paper about literature and discovering the theme of a literary work.  Writing this paper will teach the students that a literary analysis answers questions about a work of literature.  The students will be able to choose one short story of fiction from a number that will already have been read and worked with in class, including “The Lottery,” “The Story of An Hour,” “The Rocking Horse Winner,” “The Garden Party,” and “The Gift of the Magi.”  Students will engage in prewriting, drafting, and revising their papers.  By the end of the lesson, students will have a well constructed, carefully thought out analysis about the theme of a work of short fiction.  The students will also cultivate interpersonal skills through cooperative learning, develop individual oral and written communication skills, demonstrate peer critiquing skills, discuss essay ideas with peers, and generate questions and organize personal thoughts about theme.

Methods of Evaluation:  

Note cards and Journal Entries                                                      15 points

Outline                                                                                           10 points

First Draft                                                                                      15 points

Peer Critique Form                                                                        10 points

Class Participation and Willingness to Help Peers                         5 points

Quality of Completed Literary Analysis                                       40 points

Oral Presentation                                                                             5 points

Total Points Possible                                                                   100 points 

Day 1

Objectives:  Students will use their textbooks to skim the five short stories and pick one that they would like to thematically analyze.  They will pick and develop interest in the story and initiate and organize thoughts about the theme of the chosen story.

Materials:  Textbook

Procedure:  Students will use their textbooks to pick a short story that they would like to analyze.  After choosing one of the following stories, “The Lottery,”  “The Story of An Hour,” “The Rocking Horse Winner,” “The Garden Party,” and “The Gift of the Magi,” they will read it straight through and make journal entries during and after their reading.  Journal entries during their reading will notate any interesting/“weird”/confusing details or points.  Journal entries after reading will ask them to summarize the story and state the main idea or “theme” in one sentence.  The teacher will have a sample journal from a story that is not being used to show as a model.  The teacher will also put sample essays that use different stories in the back of the room for the students’ perusal.

Evaluation:  The journal entries will be handed in with the students’ final drafts, but will be quickly checked for completion during following classes.  For homework, the students will read the story again slowly and pause to make any journal entries on the areas they do not understand, have questions about, or find interesting.  At least three journal entries that are three sentences long each need to be made.

Day 2
Objectives:  Today students will gain feedback from peers, participate in group work/discussion, narrow thoughts on the story, share feelings about their chosen story with other students, and compare/contrast their ideas on their chosen stories with other students.

Materials:  Textbook

Procedure:  At the beginning of the class, the teacher will break the students into groups (first with students who have chosen the same story, then with students who have chosen a different story).  The students will share their journals, discuss their thoughts, and gain feedback from peers.  The teacher will circulate about the room and check for the completion of journals.

Evaluation:  Near the end of the hour, students will independently compile a list of at least three questions or points about their story that they would like to answer or address in their papers.  The questions will be turned in by the end of the hour.

Day 3

Objectives:  The students will use collaborative learning and will gain a sense of the broadness of literary interpretation.  They will also, however, see the need for their papers to be narrowly focused in order to convey their ideas clearly.

Materials:  Transparencies


        Transparency Markers


        Overhead

Procedure:  The teacher will have placed each student’s list of three questions or points on a separate overhead.  Each list will be dealt with anonymously and individually.  The class as a whole will go through each point or question on the list and will generate answers or ideas for expansion.  After a discussion of each of the three, the class as a whole will talk about which one has the most potential for development as a thesis.  Examples of questions about a story would be:  What is “The Garden Party” saying about the division of social classes?  Does “The Lottery” have paganistic themes/references?    

Evaluation:  After taking the class’ input into consideration and deciding which option seems most personally appealing, for homework the student will be asked to write one paragraph about what his/her paper will focus on.  The paper can be about the theme of a story or an action, line, or event in the story that contributes to or reinforces the theme.  A thesis sentence needs to be composed.

Day 4

Objectives:  The students will gain new insight on their story choice from class discussion.  They will also organize their thoughts and find supporting evidence for their topic.

Materials:  Textbook


        Notecards


        Overhead

Procedure:  Today the teacher will begin class by checking thesis sentences.  Then the students will be asked to comb their story again and make a note of anything that relates to their thesis (or answers their question), which had been established in the paragraph that was written for homework.  These notes will be written on notecards, and after reviewing the notes, any new observations or thoughts will be added to additional notecards.  The teacher will circulate during this time to read paragraphs, look at supporting details that are being found, and answer questions.

Evaluation:  The students will need to finish their note cards at home if they did not have enough time in class.  They will also need to prepare an outline of the major points that will be covered in their papers.  The teacher will show an example on the overhead.  Notecards will be briefly checked either at the end of class or at the beginning of class the next day.

Day 5

Objectives:  The students will further organize their thoughts and ideas, they will find textual support for their topic, and they will engage in teacher conferences.

Materials:  Notebook


        Notecards

Procedures:  The students will use their outline, which the teacher will check at the beginning of the class, to sort their notecards according to the points on their outline.  The outline will then have significant examples added in support of the points (textual citations are a must!).  The student will then review the order of their paper and make any changes.  Student-teacher conferences will be conducted with each student with the main goal being to make sure the students are on track and are not having any major structural problems.  The teacher will listen carefully to the student and will allow the student to set the agenda.  Students will begin the conference by reading and commenting on the draft (i.e. explaining what pleased and puzzles them most about the paper).  The teacher will then respond to the comments, addressing the student’s agenda before raising other issues.  The student would end the conference by reacting to the teacher’s suggestions and summarizing what strategies will shape the final draft

Evaluation:  Write a first draft!

Day 6

Objectives:  The students will gain peer feedback and will work cooperatively.

Materials:  First Drafts


        Colored Pens (Not red!)


        Peer Critique Forms

Procedure:  The students will bring in their first drafts and will be asked to first proof their own papers, looking for grammar and construction mistakes.  The students will then exchange papers and edit and conference with the person on their right.  A peer editing evaluation will be completed. The students will look for grammar and construction mistakes in their peer’s papers and will also make sure that the paper flows smoothly and the thesis statement is well supported.  The teacher will answer questions or give suggestions while circulating about the room.  

Evaluation:  Students will be asked to fill out a peer critique form and will be asked to submit a final draft of their paper, which should be around four to five pages.  Students will be asked to look over the feedback they received and come to class tomorrow prepared for a conference with the teacher.

Day 7

Objectives:  The students will gain feedback from and interact/discuss with the teacher.

Materials:  First Drafts


        Colored Pens (Not red!)


        Peer Critique Forms

Procedure:  Students will voluntarily come to the teacher’s desk when they are ready to discuss their first drafts and the suggestions that were made during peer editing.  Each student will have a conference with the teacher before the period is over.  While other students are conferencing, students can continue work on their draft or start work on their final draft.  The teacher will listen carefully and allow the student to set the agenda.  Students will begin the conference by reading and commenting on the draft (i.e. explaining what pleases and puzzles them most about their paper).  The teacher will attempt, through questioning, to lead the student to make conclusions about the paper and will only state an opinion directly only after the student has done.  The teacher will respond to the comments, addressing the student’s agenda first before raising other issues.  The student will end the conference by reacting to the teacher’s suggestions and summarizing what strategies will shape the final draft.

Day 8

Objectives:  Students will reflect on their essays, discuss what they have discovered about their chosen story, summarize ideas, and be able to form and answer questions.

Materials:  
Procedure:  Final drafts will be turned in today along with note cards, journals, outlines, first drafts, and peer critiques.  Each student will give an oral presentation of their paper.  The presenation will be a short three to five minute overview of their paper, and they will have to field questions from the class.

Evaluation:  Students will need to ask at least one question about another student’s paper.  Their questions will be recorded as participation points.  Also, students will write at least one paragraph each about two presentations that they found interesting, thought provoking, or made them change their minds about how they perceived a story.

Rubric for Thematic Analysis Essays

Organization:  10 points 

Does your essay clearly follow the assignment, state its purpose and structure near the beginning, follow that structure, and provide appropriate links and transitions between paragraphs and within paragraphs?

Support Claims:  8 points

Does your essay use evidence from the text, explain the evidence, and smoothly weave it into the larger focus of the paper?

Critical Thinking:  8 points

Does your essay demonstrate this by considering varying perspectives, relating evidence to claims, defending a position, and developing a consistent theme?    

Creavity, Voice, and a Sense of Audience:  7 points

Does your essay show these qualities by taking a fresh, new, or original approach to the subject, conveying the writer’s individuality through tone, diction (choice of words), and style (manner of constructing sentences and phrases)?

Use of Standard English:  4 points

Does your essay use standard English correctly by spelling and punctuating appropriately and using correct grammar?

Respect for Readers:  3 points

Does your essay show respect for its readers by being presented in a mature, attractive format, and on the established due date?

Peer Critique

Student who wrote the paper:

Student critiquing the paper:

Title of the paper:

Short summary of the paper:

Did the writer clearly state the thesis and support it throughout the paper?  Write the thesis and give examples of how it was supported.

Was proper grammar and punctuation used?  Proofread the paper using editing techniques.  Cite any areas that you feel may need some work.

List at least three suggestions for improvement in this paper.

List at least three things that you liked about this paper.

Additional Comments:

Literary Analysis Assignment

You will be asked to pick one of five stories, “The Lottery,” “The Story of An Hour,” “The Rocking Horse Winner,” “The Garden Party,” or “The Gift of the Magi” and complete a literary analysis paper.  The class as a whole will participate in a variety of activities (such as journaling, using note cards, brainstorming as a class, peer critiquing and others which will be explained in class) to help select a paper choice for each student.  Although many class periods in a two and a half-week interval will be devoted to this project, some work outside of class may need to be done to complete this paper.

The paper will need to be four to five pages in length and will need to have a title page that contains your name, the date, the title of the paper, your section number, and the teacher’s name.  The paper should also be word processed in twelve point Times New Roman font.  It should be double-spaced and have 1.5-inch margins on all sides.  Time will be allowed for in class writing and/or typing of the paper.

Any journals, note cards, outlines, first drafts, peer critiques, and, of course, the final copy will need to be handed in on Monday, October 8.  Each student will also give a short, three to five minute presentation on his or her paper on this day and will field questions from the class on the paper.  

Evaluation:

Note cards and Journal Entries                                       15 points

Outline                                                                            10 points

First Draft                                                                       15 points

Peer Critique Form

                                        10 points

Class Participation and Willingness to Help Peers           5 points

Quality of Completed Literary Analysis                         40 points

Oral Presentation                                                               5 points

Total Points Possible



               100 points

Peer Critique Requirements

· Each student will be assigned the person on their right as a partner.
· Each peer will be required to fill out a form for the other that will be given back to the student in order to better each other’s writing.
· The peer critique forms will need to be handed in with the final draft.
· If you miss class on the peer critique day without prior notice to me or an excused absence, you will lose the points awarded for the critique (ten points).
Timeline

Week One

Day One:  Pick a story and do journals.

Day Two:  Group work and compose three questions or ideas.

Day Four:  Class discussion day.

Day Five:  Note cards and Outline

Week Two

Day Six:  Outline organization

Day Eight:  First Draft due and Peer Editing

Day Nine:  Student-Teacher Conferencing

Week Three

Day Thirteen:  Final Draft due, all materials turned in, and oral presentations.

