Reflective Essay


It is amazing that my journey as an English:  Literature major has almost come to a close so quickly.  My path has been a smooth and enjoyable one, and it is with great sadness that I begin to gather up the ends of my literary education.  I know that I will continue to grow and develop as a critical reader/thinker throughout my lifetime, but I will sorrowfully miss the educational structure that has shaped my literary understanding for the last three years.


I consider my greatest strengths as a literature major to be my insightfulness and creative slant with which I approach a piece of work.  I have a love for all genres of literature and enthusiastically grasp the text with an eagerness to understand it and relate to it.  I love falling into a work, becoming oblivious to all that is around me, being aware only of what is happening on the pages before me.  Curiosity leads me to find out more about the authors, the time periods in which they wrote, and the social conditions which they endured and are reflected in their work.


These essays demonstrate my strengths by showing that I am not satisfied with taking a work for what it is worth after a first reading.  I know that not everything is apparent at surface level, and only after rolling up my sleeves and going back for more will I truly begin to see what the author is trying to say.  I enjoy looking at pieces from different and creative angles in an attempt to try to comprehend them.  My choices also reflect my interest in a variety of genres, as one selection focuses on poetry and the other on short fiction.  By reading the autobiography of Boland and the biography of Mansfield, I gained insight into where these women were writing from and how their interests affected the style, structure, and form of their work.  Having knowledge of the social, political, philosophical, and religious forces that influenced the authors and the people they wrote about only makes it easier to understand their work and catch the implied subtleties that may otherwise be overlooked.


In both essays, I have used critical strategies to pick apart the work being discussed.  By dissecting the lines and passages, I have been able to pick up on details and subtleties that have brought the focus and message of the works into finer focus.  Paying close attention to detail lends itself to the meticulous, sophisticated readings that I have presented.


I possess the ability to make informed judgments about the political and cultural significance of the literary works on which I have focused.  In the Boland essay, I have shown how a woman poet has struggled against the cannon to prove that women are also writers of poetry, not just the subject of it.  Looking at the way women are portrayed in Boland’s work shows how they have a passive, domestic role in Irish life from which they are struggling to break free.  My essay on Mansfield’s piece shows that I understand she was making a comment on the suppression of women’s feelings and sexual desires.  In a time period of which things like this were not spoken, Mansfield took the first step in leading women toward emotional sovereignty.  All of this also ties into my understanding of the roles of genre, gender, class, and culture in the work’s production.  Criticism came highly to both Boland’s and Mansfield’s work because they deal with the liberation of women.  Although Boland is definitely more contemporary than Mansfield, both know the struggles associated with anything considered to contain “feminist” undertones.


I believe that both of my essays show strong writing skills that include the ability to synthesize ideas and concepts, to convey these ideas with clarity and creativity, and to master techniques of literary research.  I have carefully constructed my essays so a reader can see my thought processes and witness the care and attention I pay to detail.  By combining research with my own thoughts, my essays have come together as well thought out pieces of analysis. I believe I have presented my findings in a clear, organized fashion that allows the reader to smoothly move through my essays, hopefully gaining a different perspective on two wonderful pieces of literature.  


   The pieces in my portfolio demonstrate my development and maturation as a critical reader because I am now able to employ strategies to understand a work that only upper level students are capable of mastering.  I have also gone from being content with reading a piece once or twice to not being satisfied until I have read the piece multiple times in fear that I may have missed some crucial element.  Looking for fundamentals other than just theme, development of characters, etc. shows my maturation.  I am now also interested in undertones and hidden statements.  


I have learned so much throughout this process of writing and revising these essays.  It has become very clear to me that a piece of writing is never perfect; something can always be reworded or reorganized to make for a more clear presentation.  I have also learned how biased a writer has become.  After working with these pieces for so long, I have seen how a writer can become “blind” to sections in his/her work. Learning that an outside, objective person is needed to critique and revise an essay and find those areas that are always overlooked but that need development is critical to the success of a paper.  The most important thing that I have realized is discovering just how much I love my major and how I really would like to further my education.  Literature brings me joy and happiness; it is something with which I love to be involved! It helps me to understand the world.  I feel almost as if I have taken my previous English classes for granted, and now I must savor every last moment I have left!


My Boland essay is the one of which I am most proud.  I feel like the idea for that essay was a seed that I planted.  As I researched and developed it, I was watering and nurturing that seed.  When I was finally able to pull that essay together, that is when the seed bloomed into a beautiful flower.  I took such an interest in Boland and her work that I thoroughly enjoyed wandering through her poetry and discovering more about the Irish culture.  I feel especially connected to her work since I have seen the places that she has written about and witnessed the people she portrays.  I also think that the essay is quite sophisticated and takes a mature view of her poetry.  The essay accomplishes a lot and shows my development as a “principled thinker.”   I am very proud of it because it brings together everything I have learned throughout my pursuit of a degree in English: Literature and culminates into a beautiful articulation of my thoughts. 

