Preface

I have chosen two essays for my portfolio from which I gained an immense amount, not only educationally, but also personally.  The first essay was written for my Survey of Irish Literature class, which I took at the Irish Writers Center in Parnell Square, Dublin, Ireland.  The assignment was to research an Irish writer and his/her work and write a critical analysis essay.  I chose Eavan Boland, as I was very interested in her work and also had previous experience with her poetry.  I combined the criticisms and insight on Boland’s poetry that I had gained during my Literary Criticism course at Loras and my new knowledge and understanding that I acquired in Ireland to form an in-depth criticism that carefully evaluates Boland’s work.  Using the poems “Distances,” “Object Lessons,” and “Growing Up,” I have examined how the structure of Boland’s poems contribute to and bring out the meaning of her work.  I believe this essay accomplishes the following goals of the English: Literature major:

· #2:  producing a detailed, sophisticated reading of a literary work by studying and practicing a rich repertoire of critical strategies

· #3:  forming the ability to make informed judgments about the aesthetic, ethical, political, cultural, and existential significance of literary works

· #4:  forming an understanding of the central theoretical issues concerning the creation and criticism of literature

· #5:  developing a knowledge of the social, political, philosophical, and religious forces that influence authors and the people they write about

· #6:  cultivating strong writing skills that include the ability to synthesize ideas and concepts, to convey these ideas with clarity and creativity, to master techniques and conventions of literary research

The second essay that I have included is an interpretation of Katherine Mansfield’s short story, “Bliss.”   My assignment for my Twentieth Century British Major Figures:  Mansfield, Lawrence, Huxley course was to write a critical paper that explained the meaning of a specific work.  In this essay I discuss how, upon careful examination, this story manifests itself as a revelation of a vibrant young woman, a criticism of society, and a revolution of sexuality.  This essay demonstrates the following goals:

· #1:  developing an appreciation for the continuity and diversity of British literature by studying canonical and non-canonical works in this tradition

· #2:  producing a detailed, sophisticated reading of a literary work by studying and practicing a rich repertoire of critical strategies

· #3:  forming the ability to make informed judgments about the aesthetic, ethical, political, cultural, and existential significance of literary works

· #4:  forming an understanding of the central theoretical issues concerning the creation and criticism of literature

· #5:  developing a knowledge of the social, political, philosophical, and religious forces that influence authors and the people they write about

· #6:  cultivating strong writing skills that include the ability to synthesize ideas and concepts, to convey these ideas with clarity and creativity, to master techniques and conventions of literary research


Being a Secondary Education major, I also have included a seven-day unit plan on thematic writing.  The students would chose from a selection of five short stories and, through a series of prewriting, drafting, and revising activities, would develop a four- to five-page essay on the theme of a specific work.

